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qualification was such an utter absence of all semblance
of qualification as to render it impossible for me to fall
into the delusion of imagining that I knew enough about
anything to exempt me from the duty of listening
patiently and attentively to every one who could speak
with authority upon the questions at issue.

The key to all right understanding is true sympathy,
and, so far as it is impossible for any one to sympathise,
so far it is impossible for him to understand. Hence
the almost insuperable difficulties that beset me on my
road to Rome. Not even the constant and helpful pre-
sence of friends whom I loved and respected, but whose
religious convictions I could not share, could overcome
the keen antipathies naturally excited by the political
heresies and theological superstitions that seem to be
rampant in Rome. When one’s forefathers have died in
battle, and perished at the stake, in protest against a
system which, by the inexorable logic of the law of its
existence, would, if it ever again had the chance, drive you
into armed revolt, if it did not stifle you by irresistible
force, it is somewhat difficult to cultivate that sympathy
without which the wisest of men can never obtain an inside
view of the realities of the Church. Nevertheless, it is the
condition of success, and—so far as I may have been able
to obtain any clear insight into the problem which I went
to Rome to study—it is due to the resolute endeavour
which I honestly made to overcome the prejudices of a
life-time, and to examine the facts in a spirit of that
charity which hopeth all things, and of a faith which
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revolts against the notion that a Church which to two
hundred millions of our fellow creatures is the sole fount
of Christian teaching has been utterly disinberited of God-

Two hundred millions of buman beings form too vast
a segment of our race for any one who looks at the
world as a whole to be indifferent to the institution
which, however imperfectly, constitutes their outward
and tangible link with the Infinite and IdezL I have
been assailed—sometimes pretty fiercely—for the in-
terest which I have taken in the Pope. The Catholic
Church, I am told, is retrograde, reactionary, persecut-
ing, opposed to the scientific spirit, the deadly foe of
liberty, and the worst enemy of spiritmal religion. To
all of which representations I reply: Well, if so, what
then? Under its colours march two hundred millions
of our brothers and sisters. What is to be our attitude
in relztion to them? Can we excommunicate from oar
sympathies so vast a2 human host, or only regard them as
a field for Protestant or free-thinking propaganda? That
propagznda, so far as it is religious, has not made
much progress since the days of Loyola. nor does
the mere labelling this myriad “To be converted
bereafter” help us much either to the ending or
the mending of the Catholic Church. Granted that
the Romzn division does not march In the van, is
that any reason why we shotld not do what we can to
encourage by our sympathy the more energetic spirits to
quicken the pace? In the onward march of Humanity
towards the Ideal we cannot zfford to ignore even the

-
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laggards in the rear. It may be, of course, that the
utmost that outsiders can do by sympathy and encourage-
ment will only produce an infinitesimal effect upon the
dense and somewhat inert mass of the Catholic world.
That is not my opinion. But, however infinitesimal it
may be, it will at least be greater than that which is pro-
duced by intolerant denunciation of the whole system.
There is great truth in the homely adage that you can
catch more flies by a spoonful of honey than by a hogs-
head of vinegar, and it would not be amiss if our
vehement polemists were to read anew the familiar
fable about the contest between the sun and the wind
as to which could most easily rid the traveller of his
cloak. When people are damning each other daily, they
are not very likely to excite each other to emulation in
good works. Why are so many Protestants cased as in
triple brass against all the influences—good or bad—
that emanate from Rome? Surely it is because of the
intolerance of the system against which they protest:
Can they not see that their own intolerance produces
exactly the same effect on those against whom it is directed,
and that if they wish to permeate Catholicism with the
Modern Spirit, the representatives of the Modern Spirit
should not uniformly approach the Church in the mood
of an executioner eager to drag his victim to the
gallows? Excommunication is the worst instrument of
conversion, -although, alas! excommunication is the
favourite weapon of mankind—whether it is exercised
with the accompaniment of bell, book and candle, or
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couched in the disdainful sneer of a philosopher, or
thundered from the platform of Exeter Hall.

I am a Briton, and 1 think, of course, that it would
be better for the world if the French could wake up
to-morrow thoroughbred Scotchmen. But that being
impossible, we do not spend our time abusing the
French because they are not Scotchmen. Nor do we
attempt to get the most good we can out of our neigh-
bours across the Channel by continually admonishing
them of their deplorable depravity in being Frenchmen.
Such an attitude would be utterly fatal to any hope of
infusing English ideas into the French mind. But is
not this what the non-Catholic world is constantly doing
to the two hundred millions who were born Catholics,
and who, despite all our propaganda, will die Catholics?
By all means, let the propagandists go on with their
mission. Healthy competition is the life of the world.
But a2s the most sanguine propagandist does not dream,
in his wildest optimism, of converting more than two
million Catholics, would it not be well to preserve to the
remaining 198 willions somewhat of the same respectful
sympathy and generous recognition of their good points
that nations have long since learned to show towards
each other? In this matter the Church has lagged sadly
behind the World.

Whether it is owing to invincible ignorance, or to the
natural prejudices of race and education, I have never
felt anything but repugnance to the Roman theology.
But as an Englishman, accustomed from early years to
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feel that I formed a unit—however insignificant—of a
world-wide empire, based on the free consent of free
men, I have long felt the keenest interest in the only
other empire which can for a moment be compared
to our own in the number of its subjects, the diversity of
its dominion; and the influence which it exerts on the
destinies of mankind. As a mere problem of adminis-
tration, the Catholic Church offers endless topics of
interest for the study of an Englishman. The Empire
of the Confessional, like our own Empire of the Sea, is
based upon the voluntary consent of those who are its
subjects. Authority there is in both systems—authority
that with us speaks now and then through the loud-
throated cannon, and at Rome by the spiritual artillery
of the Vatican. But the real cement of both systems is
the conviction of those belonging to them, that on the
whole it is better to be within than without the fold.
In one respect they differ. Our dominion is but of
yesterday. Elizabeth and Cromwell were the earliest
founders of the British Empire, The dominion of
Rome was more than a thousand years old before the
first Tudor sat on the English throne ; its churches had
encircled the world before our first colonists laid the
foundations of Greater Britain. We are still in our lusty
prime. But we are of mushroom growth, and the place
which now knows us may know us no more, when the
majestic fabric of the Catholic Church may still tower
above the world as imposing as it was in the days when
Charlemagne was crowned in the Church of St. Peter,
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25 majestic 2s when Leo drowe Alaric from the dty of
the Holy See. That, however, is not its chief interest
Those who have to deal with the real and Eving forces
of the world cznnot ignore the inflaence for good or for
el which the Chorch commands.  Like a mighty niver
which drzins a2 continent, it canmot be destroyed. It
mey be drying wp—but if so, the process is so slow
as to be ‘2lmost mmperceptible. It may have over-
Bowed its banks, filling the lowlands with marsh, where
mizsma- breeds agme and fever, but it s there—and
cannot be got ©id of Hoge mod banks may have
choked its channel, rcodcning it wnnavigable; smars
may 2bound ; the whole stream, whether 2s motive force
or Imrzting source or inland waterway, mzy have become
wttzrly waste; but so long as it exists it must be reckomed
with, znd, i possible, utilised. Opimions may differ as
to how for it can be utilised, but something more can
surely be made of it, from a purely seculzr point of view,
than we are meking of it to-day. Soch, at least, has
long been my hope—a hope which is deepening into a
coaviction. ‘This is not a dream of yesterday with me.
* Years ago I wrote the following passage, which I quote,
im order to eazble those who read these pages exactly to
understand the standpoint from which I approach the
sabject :—

“A new Catholicity bas dawned wpon the world AR
religions are mow recogaised 2s essemtially Divine
They represent the different angles at which Man locks
3t God Al have something to teach us how to make
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the common man more like God. Questions of origin,
polemics as to evidences, erudite dissertations concern-
ing formule, are disappearing, because religions are no
longer judged by their supposed accordance with Divine
Revelation, but by their ability to minister to the wants
and fulfil the aspirations of man. The individual, what
can it make of him? As it raises or debases, purifies
or corrupts, fills with happiness or torments with fear, so
it iz judged to accord with the Divine will. The
credentials of the Divine origin of every religion are to
be found in the hearts and lives of those who believe it.
The old intolerance has disappeared, and the old in-
difference which succeeded it has well-nigh disappeared
also. The new tolerance of faith recognises as Divine
all the creeds which have enabled men to overcome
their bestial appetites with visions of things Spiritual
and Eternal.

“Nothing is more remarkable of late years than the
altered attitude both of Protestants and of Agnostics to
the great organization which has its seat, its centre, and
its capital in the Eternal City. The Catholic Church
towers above all secular organizations, much as the
majestic peak of the Matterhorn soars above the lesser
Alps which cluster round its base. Alike in antiquity,
in extent, and in the compact perfection of its fabric, all
other systems are but as the gaudy palaces of Cairo to
the Pyramids. This immense moral force, with its
princes in every capital and its priests in every village,
is no longer regarded as an enemy to be crushed so
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mach 2s z2n ally whose asmstance caanot with safety be
dispensed with in the grest task of ameliorating the
condition of menkind Neither its evil traditions, nor its
intolerznt dogmas, mor its extreme sacerdotzlism, can
be allowed to blind us to the fact that it exists, and will
exist, as one of the most potent factors in the evolution
of morality 2nd civilisation. What we have to do is not
to waste force in attacks which only accentuate its worst
features, but to welcome it into the broad arera of
bumenitarian wusefolness, and, wesning it from the
bigoted intolerance of the past, to summon it to repew
the timmphs of the early centuries in rebuilding the
City of God in the midst of an anarchic and distracted
woeld. The present Pope is a stafesman of the first
rank, a philanthropist worthy the name, before whose
eyes flit f2ir visions of possibilities which may yet be
realised if he will live up to his privileges and rise to the
heght of his unequalled opportumities. If, instead of
Lamenting the dear dead past which reterns no more,
and Izbouring to recall the for-ever-vamished temporal
soveraignty of the Itzlian Pontif Prince over a second-
-rate European capital, he were to turn his gaze to the
knows whet might not be achieved? An Empire
dependent upom no trivial accidents of temporal
dominion, bat one which theangust representative of
the one universal, cosmopolitzn orgznisation directed to
the attzinment of moral ends might wield with universal
zssent, is at his feett He has but to will it in order to
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step into the vacant throne, and to be accepted as the
natural leader of mankind in all good works. But how-
ever wistfully he may gaze at the prospect, his will be
but a Pisgah view. The Occidentalising of the Church
will not be accomplished till an Englishman or an
American sits in the Chair of St. Peter. In the mean-
time we must wait, encouraging, so far as is possible to
those who are without, any diversion of the immense
energies and exhaustless resources of the Church from
the barren polemics of the Middle Ages, and from the
mere propaganda of shibboleth and ritual to the fruitful
works of righteousness, of philanthropy, and of peace.
“Qurs is the wider Catholicism, which accepts as the
Catholic truth only that whichfguoa’ semper, quod ubique,
et ab omnibus has been held by mankind. It is tolerant
of all men, especially of the intolerant, who are always
in a majority. No differences of creed, of ritual, or of
label can blind us to the essential unity of the faith
of the Church Universal. That is of God which leads
men to act as God acted when He revealed Himself on
earth in the person of Jesus of Nazareth—even although
those who so act put the wrong label upon the Infinite
or ignore His existence. Handsome is that handsome
does. Christian is that Christian does. The man who
acts as Christ would do under the same circumstances
is the true believer, though all his dogmas be heretical
and his mind is in a state of blank agnosticism. The
true religion is that which makes most men most like
Christ. And what is the ideal which Christ translated
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into a realised life? For practical purposes this: To
take trouble to do good to others. A simple formula,
but the rudimentary and essential truth of the whole
Christian religion. To take trouble is to sacrifice time.
All time is a portion of life. To lay down one's life for
the brethren—which is sometimes literally the duty of
the citizen who is called to die for his fellows—is the
constant and daily duty demarded by all the thousand-
and-one practical sacrifices which duty and affection call
upon us to make for men. Hence the supreme Anti-
christ is selfishness, and he is farthest from his Divice
Exemplar who converts even the ministrations of religion
into the consecration of selfishness, which overleaps even
the limits of time, and obtrudes its hateful egotism into
eternity.” ¥
It was not until 1889 that I had an opportunity
of inquiring at first hand at the headquarters of the
Catholic Church how far these aspirations were shared by
the Holy See. A visit to Rome had been arranged in
1887, but the introduction of the Coercion Bill detained
me in London. The opportunity did not recur till this
" autumn (£889). Ileft London in October, and spent three
weeks in Rome. Thanks to the kindness of Cardinal
Manning, T was received everywhere with the utmost
cordiality. Not even in St. Petersburg were the authon-
ties more courteous and, it seemed to me, more frank.

* This I wrote in 1887. It was published 2 year later in the
Universal Review, December, 1888,
~ B
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The prolonged discussions which I enjoyed with the
Ministers of the Pope were, of course, confidential, but
the net impression which they left on my mind is
faithfully embodied in the following pages.

More of the letters from the Vatican have already
been published. They appeared simultaneously in the
Pall Mall Gazette, in more than a dozen of the leading
papers in England, Ireland, Wales, Scotland, the United
States, and Australia.* No such widespread publicity has
ever before been commanded by any journalistic corres-
pondence from Rome, a fact which is in itself of much
greater significance than anything in the letters them-
selves. I have also embodied in this volume the greater
part of an article which appeared in the Contemporary
Review of July, 1889, entitled “The Papacy: A
Revelation and a Prophecy.”

I am well aware of the many defects in form
and in substance of these letters from the Vatican.

. *The following is a list of the newspapers in which the ¢‘ Letters
from the Vatican ” appeared :—1, Pall Ma?! Gazette, London ; 2,
Freeman’s Journal, Dudblin; 3, Birmingham Gazette ; 4, Liver-
pool Daily Post; 5, Yorkshire Post, Leeds; 6, Northern Echo,
Darlington ; 7, Soutk Wales Daily News, Cardiff; 8, Western
Daily Mercury, Plymouth ; 9, Dundee Advertiser ; 10. Glasgow
Daily Mail; 11, Cape Argus, Cape Town; 12, Melbourne Argus,
Victoria. I have not yet received a complete list of the American
journals which published the Letters, and I only know that the
Syndicate agent informed me that they would have a still more
extensive circulation were it not that many of the newspapers
feared that the correspondence might offend their Catholic readers,
““who are very numerous in the States,”
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There is much in them, I fear, which will give pain, and
perhaps offence to those within and to those without the
Catholic Church. That, however, was inevitable from
the standpoint which I occupy. I would gladly have
relinquished the task to any one who would have brought
to it better qualifications than any which I possess;
but those who are outside the Church did not think the
Pope worth while troubling about, while those within
are too much trammelled by their belief in the divinity
of the institution to subject it unceremoniously to the
investigation which, however imperfectly, I have
honestly attempted to carry out. Therefore, as there
was no one else who would do the work which seemed

to me to want doing, I went myself. This little volume
is the result.

N
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CHAPTER IIL
THE THREEFOLD QUESTION.

THE following was the first of the ¢ Letters from the
Vatican.,” It appeared in the last week in October :—
By far the most interesting question before the
modern world is that which I have come to Rome to
study within the walls of the Vatican. Everywhere the
old order is changing and giving place unto the new.
The human race is now at one of the crucial periods in its
history when the fountains of the great deep are broken
up, and the flood of change submerges all the old-estab-
lished institutions and conventions in the midst of which
preceding generations have lived and died. It passed
through a similar crisis when the Roman Empire went
down beneath the trampling feet of the Northern tribes.
From the midst of that bloody chaos the Catholic
Church evoked the imperfect Cosmos of modern Europe,
which is now once more on the eve of transformation
and supersession, To quote the testimony of an un-
compromising Rationalist, it was the Papacy, a “‘spiritual
despotism, which alone could control and temper the
turbulent elements of medizval society, could impose a
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morzl yoke on the most ferocioes tyrznts, could abolish
slavery, and nfuse such 2 mezsure of pure znd spiriteal
truth into Christendoms, 2s could prepere mem for the
better phase which is to follow.” What I heve come to
Rome to try to discover, so far 2s may be possible, by
posonal commyemication with the mem who are mow
charged with the gmdance and directiom of the Catholic
Church, is whether the agency which fshioned the Old
World that is now passing zway 5 capable of even
attempting to play the same great rile in the organisa-
tion and direction of the forces of the New Erz, om
whose threshold we are standing to-day.

What are the distinctive characteristics of the mew
az? They are three:—(1) The world is passing into
the hands of the English speaking peoples ; (2) Socety
is being reorganised on a Sociklist bests ; and (3) Woman
is at bst begmming to be recogmised 2s 2 bemgy with
a nght to equal privileges and opportommies with
man. When these dznges are folly accomplished,
aithough there may not be a mew hezvenm a2nd 2
new carth, yet all things will beve become mew.  Tzken
together, they amount to the most sweeping revolution
ever achicved om this plmet In their achievement
the haman race will bave to face many perils, to sk
ﬁ:kmdnhnhtthasmbylﬁnenﬂkznd
sacrifices of centuries, and to emc risks 1,
socizl, and political—at which the boldest may well stand
aghast. But Humanity terns not back. The timid may
_ ay balt, and the faithless may seek refige in reaction—
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“ Yet not the less for them, we know,
The eternal step of Progress beats
To that great Anthem, calm and slow,
‘Which God repeats.”

Nothing that can be devised can prevent the consum-
mation of this threefold Revolution. It may be retarded,
it may be guided, or it may be left to work itself out
blindly. What will be the attitude of the Catholic
Church in relation to the immense problems now con-
fronting the modern world? Will it again essay to be
the instrument in the hand of God for re-shaping the
destinies of our race, or are its rulers so immersed in
archaic controversies as to be unable even to see the
transformation that is going on around them? It is one
of the most momentous questions of our day. For it
amounts to an inquiry whether or not the Holy See can
be relied upon as an effective moral force in the solution
of the social, economical, and political problems that
must be settled in one way or other by us and by our
children. Can we or can we not count upon the Pope
and his Church for helpful human service in the coming
times of stress and struggle through which we must
pass in our way towards the New Order?

There are many to whom it will seem almost blas-
phemy to ask the question. Some will resent it because
they are so certain that the Pope is God’s Vicegerent;
others because they are not less certain that he is Anti-
christ. Both are irrational, The more Divine the Pope’s
mission, the better it will bear looking into ; and if he be
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Antichrist, a closer examination will only make the trath
the better known. My own stand-point is clear and
simple. Seeing very clearly the immense perils that
attend the evolution throegh which we are passing, it
seems to me obvious that we should cagerly welcome
every agency which may be, to any appreciable extent,
a factor for good. There are not too many moral forces
in the world for us to be able to afiord to beycott any
one of them. The Catholic Church is the only existing
institution which faced a similar crisis to that through
which we are passing. At that time, her bitterest

v | enemies being judges, she did yeoman's service. She

saved civilisation and humantsed Europe. Possibly she
may not be able to repeat the service. Her role may be
exhausted. Her rulers may no longer be inspired. Here
in the Vatican there may neither be an eye to discern
the signs of the times, an ear to hear what the Spirit says
to the peoples, nor a heart to dare to risk all for the
salvation of men. That is what I have journeyed
hither to discover; and for my part I can say, that no
peejudice of early training or of religious conviction will

. for 2 moment stand in the way of my eagerly welcoming

every indication of capacity and will on the part of the
rulers of the Church to play their brave old rdle in the
re-making of the world Mankind stands too much in
need of helpers in this cisis for any one to forget the
wise old proverb which tells us that it is not wise to lock
a gift horse in the mouth.

Mazzini, who no doubt expressed the convictions of
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most of those outside the pale of the Church, declared
fifty years ago that the Papacy was a corpse beyond
all power of being galvanised into life. Never again
could it be what once it was, the ruler and the director
of the conscience of the people. It had lost all moral
basis, aim, sanction, and source of action, and it had
become a lie and a source of immorality, because it
sought to perpetuate its authority after its mission was
fulfilled. Therefore, he argued, it was the duty of all
those who had at heart to win the City of the Future,
and the triumph of Truth, to make war upon the Papacy.
That was written half a century since, and the Papacy,
instead of descending into the grave which he declared
it had dug for itself, is much the liveliest corpse extant
to-day. During the nineteenth century, said Macaulay,
before it-had run half its course, “ This fallen Church
had been gradually rising from her depressed state and
reconquering her old dominion.” That is even more
true to-day than it was when Macaulay reviewed Ranke’s
‘¢ History of the Popes.” It is still a great power. Its
voice is heard in every land. It has a garrison in every
parish. If it is not to be a blessing, it may be an infinite
curse. It is about time we ascertained which it is to be,
and what part it will take in the great Revolution.
Whatever we may think of the shortcomings of the
Catholic Church, it is still the only means of grace to
millions of human beings, who but for its ministrations
would grow up utterly ignorant of Christ and His
Gospel. Through its great mains and service pipes the
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Water of Life is laid on into vast regions crowded with
teeming millions, who would but for its agency have
perished of thirst. However faulty it may be, it is a
divine instrument for the salvation of men; and although
we may wish it other than it is, if only for the greater
success of its own mission, the Scarlet Woman concep-
tion of the Church may be profitably abandoned once
for all. Burke, whose words of wisdom are always
worthy of attention, gave it as his “ humble and decided
opinion” that ‘“‘the Roman Catholic religion should be
upheld in high respect and veneration, and that it ought
td be cherished as a good (though not as the most pre-
ferable good, if a choice was now to be made), and not
tolerated as an inevitable evil” That, surely, is a more
reasonable view of the great institution to whose head-
quarters I have come to endeavour to gain some
authentic information, if possible, as to the part which
the Church will take in the great questions of the
near future.

The first is the English peopling of the world. This is
the most conspicuous political phenomenon of our day.
It was the supreme merit of the Catholic Church that,
amid the crash of the earlier world, it recognised with a
sure prevision that the past was gone irrevocably, and
that the future lay with the fierce warriors from the fast-
‘nesses and forests of the North. It remains to be seen
whether the Church will be as quick to discern the
salient feature of the great transformation through which
the world is passing to-day. It is a revolution vaster
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and more rapid than that which founded the modern
European world on the wreck and ruin of the Roman
Empire. Europe is Byzantium. As the Roman Empire
maintained a lingering death for a thousand years in the
East, so the old world will continue to exist for some
centuries. There will be wars and revolutions, and all
the inane contests which are the modern counterpart of
the feuds between the Blues and Greens in the Circus
at Constantinople, but the centre of power will no
longer lie in Europe. The new race that will dominate
this planet will speak English. English laws, English
customs, English literature, and, above all, the English
habits of self-government and detestation of the mili-
tarism which is the blight of Europe, will be everywhere
predominant. If the population of English speakers
increases and multiplies at its present rate for another
bundred years, there will be more people speaking
English on the globe in 1989 than those who speak all
the other European languages put together. Mr. Glad-
stone published some months ago a calculation that in
the year zoo0 the United States alone would contain a
population of at least five hundred millions. An
American statician calculates that the population of the
British colonies will then have reached the figure of
176,000,000. Similar calculations show that the total
population of Europe is not likely to exceed 534,000,000.
If the increase of the Ehglish race were calculated at
the ratio of expansion that prevailed from 1870-1880, it
would in 1980 number 1,343,000,000. The world is
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passing into the bands of the Englishspeaking races.
Already the Engiish tongwe is becoming the Zngwae
Jranca of the planet.  Already the territories over which
the laws are made and justice is administered in the
language of Shakespeare and of Bacon exceed in weaith,
in extent, in the number of their populations, and in the
limidless litent possibilities of their development, ail
other lands ruled by ail other nations of the earth. In
a hundred years, unless the progress of this marvellous
trapsformation is saddenly checked in some manner as
yet inconcetvable, Italian, Spanish, and French will be
bet local dialects of as little importance, except for litera-
tare, 25 Ersc and Welsh.  Alone among the races the Eng-
lish have escaped the carse of universal military service.
Alone among the nations they have learned to combine
Ebutyndhw,andtoptesaveananpireby‘ﬁmdy
concession of Jocal selfgovenment. Whether we wel-
come or whether we deplore the prospect, the fact is

What, then, is to be the attitnde of the Holy See in
face of this strange re-making of the worid? Upon the
answer to that question depends the future of the
Church. If she suil aspires to exercise her beneficent
dominion over the pew and the coming world, she will
follow the example of the great Popes who careated
Earope out of the chaos of barbaran invasion. She
will po more "seek to restore Papal sovereignty in the
capital of Ialy, than a thousand years ago she sought to
revive the procomsuls of the Empire or to restore the
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Ceasars. Let the dead past bury its dead. Rome, once
the world’s centre, is now a mere provincial town, in an
out-of-the-way corner of a small inland sea. The head-
quarters of the Church, in the days when she was a
living reality, gravitated by a natural law to the centre
of Empire. If she is still to be a living reality, presiding
over the development of our civilisation and mothering
the children of men, then she will be true to the law of
her being, and establish the seat of her sovereign Pontiff
in the centre where sovereignty resides. Rome is of the
old world, archaic, moribund, and passing away. The
centre, the capital, and the mother city of the new world,
which Catholicism must conquer or perish, is not to be
found on the banks of the Tiber, but on the Thames.

Nor is it only on political, geographical, and ethnolo-
gical grounds that the Papacy must be Occidentalised—
Anglicised or Americanised. The more sedulously the
Pope endeavours to fulfil his high mission, the more
necessary is it that he should avail himself of those plain
and simple principles of common-sense, applied to the
art of government, which are the pre-eminent endow-
ment of the English-speaking world. These principles
are those of liberty and local self-government. They
will never get a fair chance of being worked into the
bones and marrow of the Catholic Church until we have
a Pope who thinks English.

Secondly, the world is becoming Socialist. Every-
where power is passing into the hand of the workman,
who is increasingly determined to use it soas to improve
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the lot of the labourer. He demands to be allowed to
live 2 human life. He protests against hours of toil
being lengthened until he has no leisure left for his
family or for himself. He demands to be allowed a just
share in the wealth his labour assists to create. He isat
war against a social system which cannot provide against
periodical crises of depression and starvation, which
houses him in hovels in which no horses would be
stabled, and which dooms him in old age to the Bastille
of the Workhouse. No doubt in this new quest for
Justice much injustice will be done and more will be
attempted, when the brute despair of trampled cen-
taries
¢ Gropes for its right with horay, calloas hands,
And stares around for God with bloodsbot eyes ;™
and there is certain to be a good deal of ugly werk done
when brutes with the memories and desires of men
¢ Set wrong to balance wrong,
And physic woe with woe.”

Hence the enormous importance of enlisting all the
moral and intelligent agencies, whether in the Catholic or
any other camp, in the work of guiding, educating, and
directing these vast inarticulate forces, which tend more
and more to dominate the fature. What attitnde will
the Church adopt? On this point there are hopeful
signs. The action of the Pope in reviving the crusade
against the slave trade, which had almost become
extinct, was a service to humanity worthy of the best
days of the Medizval Church. Aand the action of
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Cardinal Manning in the recent strike of the dock
labourers in the East of London has attracted the
admiration of the world. The other day I received two
newspapers—one from the Cape, the other from Con-
stantinople. Both were full of eulogies of the great
Cardinal. The Zurguie concluded itsleader by remark-
ing that the struggle between labour and capital corres-
ponded to the ancient war between civilisation and bar-
barism. The Church alone, it said, possessed the
standing, the prestige, and the resources to enable it to
play once more the mediator between the forces whose
clash endangered Christendom. Is the Church as a
whole going to act everywhere and always as Cardinal
Manning acted in the dock strike? That is the question
of questions at this hour.

Lastly, there is the great coming question, which
contains in it more than any other issues vital to the
progress of our race. Woman is beginning to acquire
the status of a human being. In three-fourths of the
world she is still a chattel of man. Nowhere is she a full
citizen. But in England and in America she is
beginning to arrive.  The Anglicising of the world is a
political problem. The Socialist movement is econo-
mical, but this last evolution is essentially moral. For
weal or for woe, it will modify many accepted moralities.
What has the Church to say to it—the Church which
takes women and morals under its special care? Hasit
purged itself of the evil tradition of early times, which
regarded woman as the handmaid of Satan, and carried
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the worship of cclibacy so far as to seem to cast a2 slar
upon the sycrament of marrisge ?

Such IS 2 rough prefimmary sketch of the questions
for which I am secking authoritative answers. I T f2il,
it will not be for want of patient, persistent interrogz-
tion of 2l those who are I 2 position to speak with
amthority at the Vatican.  Befiore beginmicg the inquiry,
my mind istinctively goes back to ome of the most
familiar of the stones of the Conguest of Canzam. When
the host of Isracl had just aossed the Jordan and were
standing before Jericho, Joshma lified wp his eyes and
looked, and behold, there stood 2 man ower agzimst him
with his sword drawn i bis band  Instamly e
Hebrew leader challenged the Unkmown. = Art thow for
us or for our advarsaries?” Itis z Smiler nqury that
I would address to the Holy See. And Protestamt
thoegh I am by birth, cducation, 2nd conviction, no oze
woeld rejoice more tham I if om my ewrs shduld &I the
welcome response, “Nay ; but 25 Captain of the host of
the Lord am I now come !™

r
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CHAPTER III.
THE ANSWERS OF OUTSIDERS.

My opening letter not unnaturally excited considerable
controversy. I received many letters and remonstrances.
An English Nonconformist wrote to me :—

““T am, of course, at one with you in your appreciation of the
service which the Roman Church has rendered and is rendering to
the race. I also fervently desire that that Church may be made
more helpful in this time of transition.

¢ But T cannot help perceiving that what you wish to hope from
the Roman Church is for her to abandon her distinctive existence ;
her ecclesiastical raison d’étre, and to turn her back on that history
of her which, according to her distinctive theory, is a progress at
heart infallible,

¢ Take your three points :

“(1.) The world is becoming English, and passing under
English habits of self-government. That is to say, the world is
becoming democratic. But the theory on which the Church is
based is precisely the contrary to the democratic principle (which is
Protestantism in politics). Romanism is essentially Caesarism in
religion. Peter, the Primate of the Apostolate and Vicar of Christ,
along with his Papal successors, are spiritual, and, according to the
idea of the Roman Church, are meant to be political autocrats.
The world is becoming English and democratic, very largely
because the English most emphatically asserted the autonomy of the
individual, To ask the Roman Church to become English is to ask
her to leap at a bound, so to speak, from the political state of Rome
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“To go to Rome to seek God’s lever for raising the life of
man is Romish, not English, and is to seek, like the Crusaders, the
living Lord in an empty tomb,”

My Nonconformist friend may be right. But he is,
in his way, as absolutist as the Pope himself. I distrust
these sweeping deductions which profess to embody
the philosophy of history. It may be that, in the
old Hebraic phrase, this Roman Ephraim is joined
unto his idols, and that, as the Pope has been
Italian and Imperialist, he will remain so to the end of
time. But even in that case it may be well worth while
to inquire whether it may be utterly hopeless to expect
that the spirit of our age will adumbrate the uncom-
promising conservatism of the Vatican with the fresh
and bracing air of American democracy. As for the
Divine lever being this, that, and the other Church,
God has so many levers, and so much need of them all,
that it is never safe to ignore any, let alone one by which
in times past so much of the weight of the world was
raised.

I am aware that, alike to English Nonconformists,
Greek Orthodox, or European Free Thinkers, I am pur-
suing an #gnis fatuus. M. de Laveleye wrote to me:—

“You know nothing of the spirit of Catholicism,
if you imagine that the Pope can play the bean r5le
which you have sketched out, as a possibility of the
futyre. Leo XIIL is before all things a diplomatist.
He is dominated by a desire to re-establish the Tem-
poral Power. To attain that end all things are made
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swbservient Until he renounces thet drezm he will be
compelled to rely in the fiture, 2s in the pest, upoa the
Governments who mey help him to bis gozl. It was
this wiich made him plzy the part of wre-palier for
Pronce Bismerck—a strange 10l for the representztive
of Chmst o scomre the votinz of the seven years’
militzry Bodget in Germany—it was this which made
him sacrifos his Poles w0 the Czar of Russia, and
Bishop Strossmayer w0 the Emperor of Avstha—it was
this which made him promounce in his Rescript agzimst
the camse of the tenznt farmers in Irelznd, and the eme
cvil instinct neariy Jed bim to condemn the Krights of
Labour in America, if Cardinal Gibbers had nor posted
off 1o Rome just in time 0 2wert 50 grezt 2 blander.
In wiew of zll these facts, I sincerely hope thar even
althourh you have compered Cardinzl Mzmning to St
Paal, you will not seek 1 place the English democracy
at the feet of the Pope”™ M. de Lavdeye does not
seem to sec that if be 1s right m his reading of the spart
of the Vaticze, my admiration for Cardinai Manning,
istndd’hdingmcmthcﬁ:etd:thogx,tmid
social economist z2nd democrzt would recoil from Rome.
The queston s, What arc the facts? Whether B
Cardinal Mazming or M. de Lavdleye the trae exponent
of the spwit that peevalls at the capital of Catho-
bicsm ?

1 felly admit that i the Pope shosdd have the
comrage 10 persevere in the peth wpon which he entered
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when he sent Cardinal Lavigerie to revive the crusade
against the Slave Trade, and along which he made
further progress when he supported Cardinal Manning’s
action in the great strike of dock labourers, he will not
want for obstacles and for foes among those of his own
household.  Of this I had, immediately on leaving Paris,
a very striking illustration. I had hardly taken my seat in
the carriage at the Gare de Lyon, when I was accosted by
a tall, elderly ecclesiastic by my side, who, as it turned
out, was also on his way to Rome. He was a pleasant
and genial travelling companion, and in the course of
the run to Modane, where we parted company, we had
exchanged opinions on most subjects.

He was a Doctor of Divinity; well known in Rome,
a member, as I afterwards discovered, of one of the
most ancient of the religious orders of the Church, who
has been for fifty years on what the Americans call
“the inside track” at the Vatican. Although he had
passed his seventieth year, he preserved his physical
vigour, and none of the younger travellers bore so well
the fatigue of the journey. The run from Paris to Rome
by express train was indeed but'a bagatelle to one who
had first journeyed thither by a diligence, who had
crossed and re-crossed the Alps scores of times before
the Mount Cenis Tunnel was bored, and who remem-
bered as if it were yesterday the immense improvement
that was effected even by the mountain railway which
Fell carried over the Alpine pass. My fellow-traveller
was a man of masculine intelligence, with a range of

bl S »7’:,/", - S g,
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did mot know persomzlly. He kmew Mr. Gladstone,
Lord Salisbery, and Lord Harunzton ; 2nd zlthomgh, 2s
he repeztedly reminded me, be wes only an ouwssader
who took a distzat view of Eaghsh politics, all the more
prominent incidents in our reoent history were focussed
m ks mind with remarkable dearness and precsica
He spoke with great freedom and inezligence upoa the
prospects of oor Mimistry, znd the simibcance of the
recent by-elections, and we were soom In the depths of
a discussion 2s 0 the establishment of diplomatic relz-
tions betweoen the Vatican and the Enslish Govern-
ment

“The Pope,™ smd be, 5 wvery displezsed wmh
England, becagse of its refrsal to enter into relatioms
with lsmm  There & not any day in which we do not
come into contact with England at some part of the
wordd. Todsy it &5 m Ircland, yesterday it was ia
Indi2, to-morrow it may be in Canadz Bat whesewer
R’ happess, there s no one with whom the Pope can
spezk who stamds for Eagland It 5 a perpetmal
Emtation, a comstant mcomvemienoe. Nezrdy every
Enghsh statessan w0 whom I bave spoken admits
that @ would be advantageous to have some ome w
represent your coumtry at the Vatican ; bt 2s cme of
them szid to me aficr admitting thet it wes deswable,
“Enzlish Governments cas -never forget Ut they are
living practically under 2 régime of wniversel suffrage”’
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The fact is, I suppose there is no party strong enough
to dare to make a change which all admit to be advan-
tageous for fear of a popular outcry.” I explained to
him that the objection which weighed with us was not
so much the Protestant prejudice to which he attached
too much importance, as the political objection to
anything that seemed likely to give substance to the
dream of re-establishing the temporal power, and the
religions objection taken by the Trish bishops, and
therefore by the Irish members, to anything that in-
creased the power of the English Government over
the head of the Church. “But,” was the instant re-
tort of my Roman doctor, “do you not see what an
enormous advantage it would be for England to enter
into such relations with the Pope as would enable
you to prevent the appointment of any Irish bishops
who were hostile to the Government? Do you think
that, if you had had a fully accredited representative
at the Vatican, you would ever have had Dr. Walsh
as Archbishop of Dublin?”

I felt rather sick, I confess, with this cynical way
of putting it. What? Had it come to this, that any
one at Rome, which in her early prime had defied all
the Powers and principalities of this world in order
to preserve intact and unimpaired the exclusive right
of selecting as bishops of the flock the men whom
she considered most faithful, was now ready even to
press upon an heretical Government the right of veto
in exchange for this poisonous mess of diplomatic
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pottese?  “Give me 2 Nomoio =t the Connt of St
Joames's, @od I willl give yon in retmm zn cfovtive weto
wpom the cdhoive of the Imsh bishops;” & ot Dot 2
compaet 2nd conerete blzspheny? Were ot indsed
to be emtetuinad by the Pope—which, of comse, 1
would mot for 2 moment suppose—he world Indesd
ewe booome mot the Shephord, bt the Schmadhorst
of hs Sodk The toesaotion so oodlly pressed
mpem mz 25 the only sintrsmmlibe comse by s
codiesistic ssemed 0 cmmpe 25 mesr the sm of
sunouy, in winch spoinol cifs ae baioed for
maosrnl adwenteres, 25 that which lod Pewr o =1
the eorigiml suoerer of Swwern thet be wes @ the
gl of bitermess amd the bond of magmite My
conmpaniom, of comse, only spoke for himssl; bt o
e be many Hhe wmio my otedocutor =t Rome,
e, indosd, 2 progeesive amd popoizr Pope will Fnd
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Affer remakimg that ot maght be comvememt for
Engllend, bott o wes mot smprsimy thet the Imsh
poople shoold obpect to s=e Mr Balionr wested with
2 weio on the mommation of ther bshops I wentered
to snppest that, aber 2, the dEmilty abomt the
Numcip powed that the mal conte of power,
movadey=, lay mot im the Government but i fhe
pogie.  “Yom smy yomself that Mimisers would §
anoet the wishes of the Pope, bmt they fear the
opposition of the peoplie.  Clesdy, thom, it would be
mmchh more 1o the pont i the Holy Ser were 90 be
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in communication with the people than with the
Government. And on this account a competent
newspaper correspondent would be much more useful
to the Pope than any Nuncio.” My Roman doctor
replied disdainfully, *“The Press! Rome has never
used the Press, and never will. Rome has her own
methods, and the Press is not among them. Believe
me,” he added, with a touch of pride, “we know a
thing or two in Rome.” The conversation passed on
to Home Rule. “Home Rule,” said he, ‘“means
separation. A desire for separation was the inspiring
motive of the movement of 1848. It is the arricre
pensée of the Parnellite movement to-day. Were I
an English statesman I would never, never con-
sent to the dismemberment of my country.” «Of
course not,” I said, “and we shall never consent to it;
no, not although it should be necessary to make a clean
sweep of the whole population of Ireland. But we shall
give them Home Rule after next general election, in
order to avoid any such desperate alternative.” From
Home Rule, by a natural transition, we passed to the
dockers’ strike. It was soon evident that this good
man regarded Cardinal Manning’s conduct with very
modified admiration. “I cannot understand,” he said,
“how it was that your Government stood silent by and
allowed 100,000 men to march in tumultuous procession
through the streets of London. Suppose that they had
burned the city, what remedy would you have had?”
I gazed at him with amazement. * Yes,” he continued,



Tz Axswzzs oF OUTSIDERS. il

“no doubt the Government had not the power; but why
did it not summon Parliament to gramt it the power
necessary to disperse these processions? What power
could control so vast 2 mob? Who could answer for
the safety of the city? They could have expressed
therr grievances in less tumultnous fashion,” and so
forth, and so forth. = How long is it,” I asked, = since
you were last in England?™ “I hawe not been there
for fifty years,” he replied. “ 1 think, then, it is abomt
time you visited a country where men have leamed that
public order rests more firmly upon the general sense of
fair play and respect for popular liberty than mpon the
mere bayonets of the soldiery.” We had much more
convetsation, in which be told me that he was one of the
consultors of the Holy Office, which is charged with
jurisdiction over all matters of faith and morals; that
his board, which is composed of Cardinals alone, had
power to place any book on the Index, “even if it were
written by a cardinal and commended by the Pope,” he
said, somewhat significantly. I have since learned that
he is often told off to meet distinguished strangers as
the representative of the Vatican. He said that Rome
répresented before all the world the principle of autho-
nty. I sincerely hope that he does not really represent
Rome. If be does, Heaven help Rome! It was diffi-
cult 10 imagine that snch a man should feel himself at
home in 2 Church which has a Manning and Moran
and Gibboas among its cardinals, and Walsh and Croke
and Ireland among its archbishops, and much more
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difficult to think that he could enjoy the confidence of
the Holy See. It was, I suppose, such men as he,
whose utter inability to realise the power that resides
in liberty, whose blindness to every principle but that of
material force, led Mazzini to address the (Ecumenical
Council in the famous passage in which he tells them :—

¢ Disinherited alike of inspiration and affection, having abdi-
cated all power of intervention in events that transform and
improve God’s earth, you who were once the world’s centre are
gradually being driven back to its extremest orbit, and are destined
to find yourselves at last alone in the void beyond. Motionless
sphinxes in the vast desert; you inertly contemplate the shadows of

the centuries as they pass. Humanity, whom you should have
guided, has gone otherwhere.”

It was a good thing, no doubt, for me at the very
inception of my inquiries to be brought into close
contact with a spirit so absolutely opposed to the mind
that is in Cardinal Manning. Of course, in myself my
travelling companion proves nothing. He may be a
white blackbird, or rather a black swan, among the
ecclesiastics of the Curia. Exceptions prove the rule,
and the presence of one bigoted reactionary in any
institution is no evidence as to its unprogressive
character. But it would be idle to deny that, among
those outside the Church with whom I have spoken,
there is a general concurrence of opinion that I shall
find that he is much more in accord with the prevailing
spirit at the Vatican than is Cardinal Manning. A
fervid and conscientious Catholic layman said to me,
“TIt is Bishop Vaughan rather than Cardinal Manning
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who represents the temper of the Pzpal Court. The
views wiich shocked you so much on the part of your
travelling compenion are held and expressed with diplo-
matic modificstions by the highest persomages zround
the Pope. When Leo XIIL expressed his readimess to
recaave Mr. Gladstone last December agzmst the protes:
of Monsignor Stonoe, he besed his decision mot om the
attempts which Mr. Gladstose had made to paciy
Ircland, mor on his pesition 2s an Exnglish statesman, bat
because he believed bim to be the ficst English Mimister
who had endezvoured to estzblish direct diplomatic
commemmicziion between Enghind and Rome. Captam
Ross, of Bladensberg, an Insh kndlord born i Iuzly, o
whom the Duke of Norfolk was 2 mere figurehesd, has
more infinence with the Pope tham all the Irsh bishops
put together.”

Ths was put far more stromgly by am Amencan
observer, who has 2 wide experience of Churches and
rehgion im both hemspheres, amd who for memy years
has made 2 dose study of men and things at the Vatican.
He sad: “H you want to find real religions life in the
Catholic Chvarch, Rome s the kst place i which to seek
for it The Church is hke 2z great banyan tree, which
hes thrown out vigorous bramches that have takem root
i all the countrics round abowt. They are alive, but
the parent trumk is dead. = Redigiows faith bes died out
of the Italizn mind. This great refirious machine s rua
by the least religioos minds in the whole commumion
They are astate, acute, diplomatic, and full of zll the



44 THE PorE anD THE NEw ER4.

resources of statecraft. But religion, in the sense in
which Catholics understand it in England, in Ireland,
in America, in Germany, and even in France, is
simply non-existent for them. They are indifferent to
those things. If there is to be a great revival of Catho-
licism, it will begin where men believe, not where they
merely engineer the machine. To them authority is the
governing principle, and they lay a stress upon this
which is fatal to progress. If Cardinal Manning or Car-
dinal Gibbons were to be made Pope to-morrow, they
would be unable to change the attitude of the Church.
The power of the individual Pontiff is infinitesimal, com-
pared with the fossilised influence of centuries. Pio Nono
tried it, and the result of his experiment intensified the
Conservatism of the Curia. The revolution which ex-
pelled him from Rome is regarded as decisive against
any further dealings with Liberalism. In a hundred
years the world will speak English, no doubt, and if you
made your language phonetic, the change would come in
half that time; but has even a glimmering of that fact
penetrated the Italian mind? The world is becoming
Democratic—Socialistic, if you please—but the Holy
See still seeks its alliances among the Princes, and not
among the Peoples. And as for your third inquiry
about the relation of the Holy See to the emancipation
of women, it is vain to dream of a revolution which
would cut up by the roots the one hold which the
Church has upon mankind. If it were not for the
prejudices instilled into men when still children at their
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CHAPTER 1IV.
THE POPE’S ASPIRATIONS.

IN Europe there are at this moment but three men who
stand out above their fellows as the supreme representa-
tives of various kinds of power. Alexander the Third
represents the authority of material force, Prince Bis-
marck the might of scientific organisation, and Leo the
Thirteenth the strength of the Catholic world. Of the
three the Pope is the most interesting and autocratic.
His empire is vaster than that of the Russian Tzar, and
before his authority even the imperious Chancellor has
been compelled to bow. Although a prisoner in his own
palace, he is ruler of a dominion as wide as the world,
and there is no language spoken among men wherein his
word is not recognised as the voice of a master. There
is a loneliness and a mystery about Leo that differenti-
ates him from the other potentates of our day. Prince
Bismarck is intensely human. He stands before us as
the very incarnation of masterful man. He lives before
us, complete in all human relations, with his wife, his
sister, his sons, his dogs, his pipe, and his beer; he
touches the common life of his day at every point, It is
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the seme with the Tzar: althonsh in his case he is more
withdrzawn from the pablic gaze, be shares not less folly
the ardinary life of the ordinary man. As father, zs hns-
band, 2s mestet, 2s friend, ke s 2 man among men : nor
does the berden of empire separste bim from the simple
Emily joys and natwrzl every-dzy cares of the hmmen
bhome Bat the Pope stands zpart.  He sleeps 2s other
men, and eats as they, bat 2 great gulf yzwns betwesn
bim and other mortals. He bas a palace, but be is wub-
out 2 bome He has servants and domestic fiiends ; bet
the cclibacy which for centaries hzs been mposed wpon
the derzy of his Chmrch debers him fromsthe Gespest
znd most hemen of 2l rationships. He kas pever
known the joys nor suffersd the somows which make ap
a great part of the hagher hife of the ordinary men  He
has Eved and kives apart, alome, divorced from natare,
tht be mey be consecrzted to the service of his Charch,
without wife or child, thet he may care soledy for the
Bride of the Lamb, z2ad watch more sedulously over the
welfzre of those who are of the household of faith
The Pope, thes excluded from the bezlthy homen life
of the family, clings all the more pessionately w the local
swroundipgs which serve him zs a sebstitate for home.
His coatre s pot abomae. It 5 Rome The resalt is
that the disadvantages which celibacy was eszblished to
avat reappear in another shepe. He that i married
careth for the things that zre of the world—how ke may
plezse his wile ; whereas be thet is wmmeerted careth for
the things that belonz to the Lord. bow he mazy please

o %
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the Lord. For the world and the wife, read Rome and
its sovereignty, and it is equally true of the Popes. The
local anxieties, the temporal government of the city in
which the Popes succeeded the Caesars, have become as
cramping and crippling to the successors of St. Peter as
the household cares that might have encompassed them
had they all imitated the Fisherman, who, at one time of
his life, had not only a wife, but a mother-in-law. It is
this which gives such strange interest to the position of
Leo the Thirteenth at the present moment. He is dis-
tracted between conflicting ideals—exactly as a good
father of a family is often torn asunder between the claims
of his household and the claims of the world at large.
The struggle which is going on in the Vatican is but the
latest phase of the conflict which the apostle declared
troubled the married man who had to reconcile the desire
to please the Lord with the desire to please his wife.

As some men never have any divine call that leads
them to discharge duties outside their own doorstep, so
some Popes have never recognised the existence of
duties incompatible with their primary fealty to the local
interests of the Italian town in which they have spent
their lives. That which distinguishes Leo the Thirteenth
is that before his mind there has passed a vision of a
higher and nobler ideal than that of being the mere tem-
poral master of the Eternal City. He has seen, as it
were in a dream, a vision of a wider sovereignty than
any which the greatest of his predecessors had ever
realised, and before his eyes there has been unfolded a
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magnificent conception of 2 really umiversal Charch
Bat no scomer has he gazed with holy ecstasy on the
than he torns with 2 sigh to the older and smaller ideal
of the temporal sovereignty of Rome, which has bounded
the borizon of so many of his predecessors, and which
presses upon him like the atmosphere of the whole of his
waking life These are the two dreams, the two ideals,
hopelessly antagoaistic cae to the other: but Leo help-
lessly clings to both.

To those who do not look at the world znd its affzirs
from an cut-ofthe-wzy commer of the world from which
the tide of Empire has long since cbbed, it is difficult
sec how any comparison czn be made between the two
ideals which hamnt the imagination of the Holy Father.
It is, to put it vulgarly, all Lombard Street to 2 China
orange in favour of the worldwide ideal And yet
there is to those who have been born and bred wader
Italizn skies 2 strong and nateral fascination about the
ideal which cemtres in the reestzblishment of Papal
sovereignty in Rome. Rome is 2 name to conjure with.
For more than two thousand years the Seven-hilled Caty
was for weal or for woe more mmportaat than any other
pomt in the world’s serface. It is the only aty which
ever conquered 2 continent. Alike as the seat of the
Republic, of the Empire, and of the Popedom of the
Middle Ages, Rome was the capital of the worid.  The
broad arrow of Roman Empire is branded decp on the
bady of cur cvilisation. Owr kw, cer hoguage, oar

]
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habits, our religion—all have the impress of the Roman
mint. The very air of Europe is impregnated with the
ozone that streams, as from a perennial fountain, from
the history of Rome. There is everything that can
fascinate the imagination and stimulate the mind in the
traditions that cling round the ruined walls of the
Eternal City ; nor can the least reverent be unconscious
of the awe excited by the sacred shrines which for a
thousand years have absorbed the devotion of the
world.
¢ Mother of Arts as once of Arms ; thy hand
Was then our guardian, and is still our Guide.
Parent of our religion {”

To reign in Rome might well rouse the loftiest ambition,
and to lose the sovereignty of the Imperial City might
rend the heart of the most callous of mortals. That
great city which reigneth over the kings of the earth,
and below whose feet St. John saw peoples, and multi-
tudes, and nations and tongues, was, at any time
between the days of the Scipios and the era of the
Medici, the natural centre of any organisation that
sought to exercise world-wide dominion. Civilisation
grew up round the shores of the Mediterranean, that
inland sea which was the cradle of the culture of the
world. To a devout Catholic, not even the sacred sites
which witnessed the passion of our Lord are more
sacred than the city where the first martyrs, swathed in
pitchy cerements, blazed as torches in the gardens of
Nero, and where their descendants founded an empire
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more splendid than that of Aumgustus, meore beneficent
thoem that of the Antomimes. The City of the Cata-
combs and of the Coliseum, where generation after
generation of the most divinely gifted of our race have
Ievished the wtmast resomrces of their art, their mtellect,
and their genius, may well seem marked out from of old
to be the natmral and etermal seat of the Vicegereat
of God.

Apart from these coasiderations, which appeal to all
men, the Roman Pontiffs have acquired in the comse of
ages, by mere force of inveterate habit, an instinct which
renders it abmost impossible for them to donceive of a
Catholic Church which bas not Rome as its centre.
Use and wont are great deities even m the spiritual
realm, and wse and wont pont to Rome and Rome
alome as the centre of the Catholic world. Many z time
the Popes have been driven from Rome: sometimes
they have volumtarily left it: but scomer or Iater they
bave always retmmed to . The administration of the
most gigantic pelity known to man is centralised there.
AE roads lead to Rome, and from Rome there have
swed since Christian civilisation began the winged
words of power and of life which have knit the Cathalic
waorld mto ome.

It is therefore matural that the Pope should cling
to Rome and should regard 2 possible retreat to
Maltz as but z temporary flight from 2 passing
storm.  Seme day the sky will dear, and once more
the Vicar of Christ will reoccupy the See of St
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Peter. Equally natural is it that, being in Rome, he
should wish to be master in his own house. Absolute
independence is an indispensable condition for the free
exercise of the spiritual power. This independence,
according to English ideas, can best be obtained by the
abandonment by the spiritual power of all temporal
claims, and the recognition by the secular government
that it has no authority in the spiritual realm. But this
ideal, which can be realised where there is no antagon-
ism between Church, and State, is manifestly impossible
where, as in Italy, the State is practically a rival Church,
almost as determined to persecute as Torquemada or
Calvin. Hence to the Pope it seems as part of the
ordinance of God that he should dwell in Rome, and,
being resident there, that he should reign’in the Eternal
City as its temporal lord; not because he cares for the
sceptre of secular dominion, but because nothing short
of sovereignty can, under the circumstances, secure him
the freedom necessary for the exercise of his spiritual
prerogatives. It is this which dominates the mind of
Leo the Thirteenth. Waking or sleeping, the idea of
restoring the lost temporal dominion of his predecessors
never leaves him. It colours the whole texture of his
thoughts, it influences his policy, and makes itself felt
throughout the whole orbit of Pontifical action.

And here it may be observed in passing that, how-
ever absorbing may be the influence of Roman politics
on the Holy See at the present moment, when the
restoration of its temporal sovereignty is but a theory or
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an aspiration, it is nothing to the distraction that would
follow if the Pope were to be crsed with the burden of
a granted prayer. and set uwp ance more on the throne of
Rome.

This, bowever, by the way. The Pope does not
rezlise the truth, and the re-establishment of his temporal
sovereignty is still his fiest dream, 2 dream of the dear
dead past, bellowed no doubt by mnemerzble szcred
associztions, bat mited, local, and fatally opposed w©
the rezlisztion of Iis other dream, which intermitiently
mamwﬂﬂnﬁmmhﬁm
Thsmdms“lymsiime&mc
restitntion of the umimpaired sovercignty of the Papal
See over all the ancent patrimony of the Chmrch.  Leo
has drezmed of being reafly the Pastor of the wotld,
fact as well 2s m meme  To be Vicegerent of God, and
therefore representative of the Father of zli men. is to
stand ix law poreatis o zll the buman rce. The
Church, the Lzmb’s Bride, 55 the mother of humenity.
As bead of the Church, he must care with z mother’s
love for all the chidren of the family. It matters mot
that many are orplaned from birth, kmowing mot of
thewr divine parentage. It s for him to teach them of
the Fatherbood of God, 2nd to prove to them by mfinite
acts of belpfal service the reality of the motherbood of
the Church. No difference of aeed, no biindness of
negation, no obstisacy of umbelief, can shat out amy
bumza soul from the loving care of the shepherd to
whom God has entrusied the guardiznship of His fock.
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Humanity wanders in the wilderness: he will be its
guide. The forces of evil abound, making sad havoc of
the forlorn children of men : he will stand in the breach,
and cast the shield of divine grace and of human service
over the victims of the Evil One. Men are ignorant: he
will teach them. They are groping in the dark: he will
lead them into light. Up from the void everywhere rises
a despairing cry, Who will show us any good? And
from the recesses of the Vatican palace he answers, “ 1
will conduct you into the paths of all peace.”

This, of course, or something like this, has ever been
the aspiration of all the greater Popes. But Leo differs
from his predecessors in being more under the influence
of the modern spirit, which has read a more mundane
meaning into the words of Christ. It is reported of
Anaxagoras that, in his old age, having abandoned all
interest in the politics of his time, he was reproached for
ceasing to care for his country. “ Be silent,” he replied;
“T have the greatest affection for my country,” pointing
upwards as he spoke to the stars. It is in exactly the
opposite direction that Leo has moved. No doubt, like
all Christians, he would say that he set not his affections
on things below, but on things above—that here he had
no continuing city, but had a house eternal in the

" heavens; but that is no longer the note of Christian
thought. Rather does he pray with our Lord, “ Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven ;” and in his vision of things to come he sees
the kingdoms of the earth become the Lord’s and his
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Christ’s. It s to estabiish the City of God i e harts
zmd the Ives of mrew, not im the fitnre or beyond the
e, bt bere and now, that he bas been clad o e
Pagal twon=. Nat ffom 2oy mere kst of power and
personal ambivion, bat with 2 gemmine aspiracom w he
Befpiid to manitimd, Leo dremns of reesmbifdhmr on
wider basis znd 2 surer foundistion the spimioml suthorny
of Inmocett the Thied and of Gregany the Sewentth.  He
feels mselfl callied to moke the Holy See omie mere
saemee of mmkind He & to be the orpen dieondt
which Ged spesis, mit meely comeermimg doms 2= @
the divine attmiates, ar m defmmy difvonces beovem
ertiodos s1d hereticall shdeties, bz 25 the Eving guids,
the Fvely omcle from winch 2l the seces of mEmkindg
Thommme of their bigh priest.  Leo would faim be the
winch zlll the ewis of the custiog socksy wili be dome
BEW..

Leo the Thisteeuth &, i short, 2 Pope win talkes
el sexiouslly, who believes im ks divine msson, sd
who B penemted by the comwiction it the Chunci
mmst adidress Ferself practically to the sollitmon of 21 the
peessng problems of e Hmw s, naitdd] fiometom @
we aliown pnibn, tihes with bim 2 widier sod mobiler
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range. He is not merely a man among men, but repre-
sentative of the God who hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth;
therefore he must interest himself in every department
of human life. All this, which may seem to some but
as the wildest lunacy, and to others as insufferable
arrogance, has indeed a very solid foundation. What-
ever may be said against the Catholic Church, it does
unquestionably represent an immense moral force. The
most bigoted Protestant may therefore rejoice at the
prospect of this moral force being directed to practical
ends. Hitherto, unquestionably, the Popes have not
lived up to their privileges, and very few of them have
even attempted to rise to the level of their opportunities.
If Leo the Thirteenth is really about to apply the vast
moral force of which he is the official embodiment to
the solution of the practical questions of the day, even
those who are most sceptical about the supernatural
grace on which he bases his claim may well rejoice that
so vast a moral influence is no longer to be wasted on
what they cannot but regard as theological puerilities
and ecclesiastical trifles.

But, alas ! the moment the Pope essays to make a
step towards the realisation of his world-wide ideal, he
seems to be checked and thwarted by his earlier dream !
When he would act as the conscience of mankind, he is
in danger of being biassed by his aspiration to be an
Italian prince. When he attempts to set up a supreme
tribunal for the guidance of humanity, the Italian limita-
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tions are apt to baffe i ; and metend of bamy cosmo-
politay, canholic, =md et be 15 tomped] to beconme
Remun, local, and partisam. I he s vesilly to nise o tre
neightt of Bis greatier idesd], he willl hewe o make wp b
mind to sacrifire the swaller. [fhe would spresd b
wings over whe whole wodd, he must desmtr fomo
attenpting 0 ceep buck jmo ks Romem dinysdis.
The new Maoses willl mot meke munch of & snocess of s
Esedus if ke s porpetnsily stropping w get badk to the
fesin pots off Ezypt

A vary mteresting pictmre might be dmwvm of ths
dmly e of the Fope m s pulsce grisom. Im somme
respects it must be admitted ot the spectoddie i dincs
idesl. Imagine 2 pure, good, and bl mmm, of mone
e threesvore yems and tom, HEng #t $x ododk o
any gvem mommms, Her 2 deep 23 umvorbled 23 @
Hllds;, amd setimg aboutt whae & in s ovm homest com-
victiom the dsdorre of his doy o God amd His
Abwrighity toalley e troubles of the worldl. His autfomiy;,
o begim with, s almost sbwelistely umtermorelled.  Wihes
Aleander the Third writes, e wses M. de Gas as &
pen  Candinal Ramgellis s equally the pem of Leo the
Thireenth. Around the Papel throme e Cadimils,
and Aschibsbops, zad dpmteries of grest place; butt i
alll tifve: brilliamt: thromy there & 10 ane whe esrases amy
contmolling  miemoe over the detached and Twoond
ellect of the Pope.  Qocesionsllly, exdier m s reizm,
they would endkavonr 0 bming pressme o bewr
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induce him to adopt a policy to which he was disin-
clined. “What you say,” he would reply, “is very
good, no doubt, but let it be done in a different way.”
And done it always was in Leo’s way, until at last the
Cardinals desisted from making fruitless suggestions.
He is so supreme that, compared with the elevation
which he occupies, Cardinals count for no more than
deacons or even than acolytes. There are mutterings of
discontent in the Congregations from men who once
counted for something in the Church, but now count for
nothing ; but on the whole the Sacred College recog-
nises with loyalty and pride the commanding ability and
authoritative confidence of its chief. The Pope, there-
fore, has a single mind, and he has an immense sense of
his responsibility for the decisions at which he arrives.
Every morning, before addressing himself to the
direction of the affairs of this planet, he offers the
sacrifice of the Mass, and then for gratiarum actio
attends a second Mass, at which his chaplain is the
celebrant.  With a mind thus attuned to divine
things, the Pope then begins his working day. A single
glass of coffee, tea, or milk suffices to break his fast.
After going through his papers, he begins to receive
about nine. From that hour till one in the after-
noon the throng of visitors never slackens. Secretaries,
Ambassadors, Cardinals from the Congregation, distin-
guished strangers, Bishops from afar, have audience in
turn. There are 1,200 bishops in the Catholic Church,
and with all of them the Pope is in more or less constant
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pesomzl relations.  Nothing camn be more gracious,
more znimzted, or more sympathetic than the manner of
the Pope. His eye, which when fised in thought is
decp and piercng, beams with kindimess, and the
severely rizid Iimes of bis intelloctmal featmres relax with
the pleasamtest of smilles 2s be talks, using, as the case
may be, either Fremch, Latin (which be spesks with
great purity and faclity), or his own musical native
tomgue. After four or five hours spent m this way, be
returss 0 his pepers 2nd his books wntil three, when be
dimes. His meal s frmzsl : 2 Ettle somp, two courses of
meat with vegetables, and dessert of fruit, with one glass
of strong wine, suffice for his wants. Afier dimmer be
goes out for a drve or 2 walk in the gardens of the
Vaticzn. In the evenimg he resmmes his pepers, and 2t
might between mime 2nd tem 2l the Papal housebold
zssemble for the Rosary, after which they retire to rest.
Bat long after that hour the Cardimal State Secretary,
Rampoilz, or the Under-State Secretzry, Mocenni, is
often summoned to the Papal apertments, where, by the
Iight of the midnight kamp, Leo watches znd thmks and
peays for the welfare of the Chuxch.

Here, if amywhere on the world’s surface, it might be
thought, was to be found a tribumz] removed for from the
distractions of this world, 2nd 2 jedge fully aware of the
force wpon the supreme representative of the Chuistian
conscience- -

The Pope, on the two ooczsioms om which I had am
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opportunity of observing him closely, impressed me
very favourably. There is in the actual face nothing
of that sly smirk which appears in almost all of his
photographs.  There is a genial benevolence in his
countenance and a twinkle of humour in his bright eye.
Although he is apt to be bored by the endless string of
solemn triflers who are presented on the days when he
gives audience, it is a weariness of the mind rather than
a weariness of the body. During the celebration of his
Jubilee he wearied out all the younger men who were in
attendance at his Court. “The Pope is seventy-nine,”
said one of them, “but do not deceive yourself by the
almanack. He is as vigorous in mind and almost as
alert in body as if he were only fifty.” This is no doubt
an exaggeration, but it represents the honest impression
of one who is in a position to contrast the physical
endurance of Leo XIII with that of the younger men
who surrounded him. He did not seem to me decrepit
or infirm. His old schoolfellow, Monsignor Kirby,
Archbishop of Ephesus, who discharges the responsible
duties of Rector of the Irish College without any trace
of senile infirmity, is six years the senior of the Pope.
Allowance, no doubt, must be made for the superior
vitality of the Irish stock ; but it would be a mistake to
regard Leo XIIIL as tottering on the edge of the grave.
He has the mens sana in corpore sano; and as long as he
lives there will not fail, to the guidance of the Church,
the intellect of a statesman and the heart of a saint.
Cardinal Rampolla, the Secretary of State, the Pope’s
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fevomsbly. He bes the momes of 2 pomos, che
comtesy of = diplomest end the gmok, penesmrmr
itellfirenre of 2 mofern stotramem.  He s o Tzhen,
znd 2 sonithern [tefem. Bt be & candhd 2nd Fenk.
amd i our comwersations I elvaws fieclt dhat T wes teliome
0 @ genmne mmen, who el to come stanght to the
pomt, zodl who did mot fool awey bos tme ower mon-
sepme.  He wes, pefegs, 2 Jitfle ghven to the wicks af
femee metl o the dpllomatst ; bt afer 2 while, when
yar gott o dose quarters wiith the'resll mnam, 2l thet went
by the boed He & mot o fostic I amy sense, sy
more then & Lod Dafierm, whom in the chaem of s
mmmer be somewihat resendilles ; but e & welll spoken
of 25 2 good mem by those who koow him, he & trostad
by the Pope, and he is quitc enomgh aron of the wordd
® be competent to §ll bis gresent post.  Abowe 211, he
B yomug, the youmpest Cadimal, 1 baiews, bt ome in
the Saored Collere. He 5 only forgy—dve, and Jogks
CVER FoRmgCT.

Monsiznor Jacobim i the ooming men ot the Props-
mmde. I T onlly coulid feedl save that he wes not poosing
maore spnin wpom his svenpth then & < soppory, T
pronning hope fior the imedite futre of the Choroh
Bat be overworks comstmifly, znd he doss 3o kmowimng
et s holid om e 5 by 20 messs 80 teracions 35 b
feends conlld desire.  If sy one oowld indmoe Mansiznor
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Jacobini to take more care of himself, that person should
deserve a high place among the benefactors of the Church.
Cardinal Parocchi who, as the Vicar-General of the Pope,
apart from the possibilities of his selection by the next
conclave, must rank among the leading personalities of
Rome, is undoubtedly shrewd and able ; and although
heroic altruism can hardly be regarded as the dominant
note of his career, I was most agreeably surprised to find
him so much more in sympathy with the spirit of the
times than I had anticipated. I had feared to have
found him a Roman Pobedonestzeff. —He is at the
worst only an Italian Sir William Harcourt.

Monsignor Mocenni, the Under-Secretary of State, the
man who, after Cardinal Rampolla, comes most into per-
sonal contact with the Pope, is a thoroughly honest man,
an indefatigable worker, and personally popular among the
Papal staff. He suffers from asthma ; but this, although
a sore drain upon his nervous energy, never is allowed
to interfere with the discharge of duty. I found him
personally courteous, but as unsympathetic as a great
permanent under-secretary in Downing Street would be
were he suddenly to be startled by a premature call
from Macaulay’s New Zealander, who came to ask what
should be done with the ruins of St. Paul’s. It has been
said of Anglican bishops that they tend inevitably to
degenerate into great overgrown clerks, and Monsignor
Mocenni is a victim of the same circumstances. He has
all the ciphers to decipher, and all the routine of the
business of the Vatican passes through his hands. He
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hes o be ready at 2my howr of the dzy or might
amswer the Pope’s call, and supply ham wkk the docn-
ments or informenhon wiach be reguwes.  Like auy men
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what they told me. For character counts for so much
that we can look forward with much more confidence to
the future if we have confidence in the heads and hearts
of the men who, to use an expressive Americanism, run
the machine, than we could merely because for the
moment these views seemed to us wise or the reverse.



CHAPTER V.
THE FOPES TEMPIATION.

1 sToao the other mizht wpon 2 ballcoey of the Vaocen,
2ad looked down from the paiace of the Popes over the
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whach I witnessed for the frst time, bet whach & coe-
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both towered the wast and doudy shades of other
E
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centuries, whose sons made Rome immortal. Stand-
ing at the door of the Secretary of State’s office, I
recalled the conversation 1 had had within; and as I
looked down from my coign of vantage on the distant
lines of lamps that etched in outlines of light the extent
of Rome, it seemed to recall the familiar story of the
Temptation in the Wilderness. From some such lofty
height it was that the tempter showed Jesus of Nazareth
all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them,
saying, “All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt
fall down and worship me.” There was the city—
¢ Great and glorious Rome, queén of the Earth,
So far renowned, and with the.spoils enrich’d
Of nations ; ”

and there, across the courtyard in his stately palace-
prison, was the man whose proudest title is that of Vicar
of the Nazarene. Constantly before him is the tempta-
tion. Constantly at his elbow whispers the tempter:
«All this will I give thee—temporal sovereignty, and
independence, and rule over all this city—if thou wilt
fall down and worship me.” It is the Temptation of the
Wilderness renewed in our time ; a temptation that has
not passed, and will not pass. It is now in an acute
form, for Rome is still full of French Pilgrims, acclaim-
ing “The Pope-King;” and the hopes of the Faithful are
stirred within them at the thought that perhaps next
year, or, if not then, the year after, the Pope will have
his own again, and the successor of St. Peter may once
more reign in majesty on the throne of the Cesars,
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This spectacle 35 I comfess, far more Imtenssly
imteresting to me tham 20l the pamted camves and
plaster 38 Romzn musenms znd charches, whereby
imspired painters have endeavowred to portray the
famikiar mcdents of sacred story. For bere s Do
panting of what heppened loms ago. Here is the
actnal temptation n 2R its grim and temible realty,
with all the forces of evil amzyed apzipst the frall and
half overpowered resistance of 2 good but aged Pope.
for 2 foreizn war that might resmlt In the re-estahiish-
ment of the Temporal Power. Before that temptztion
many of those around the Pope have long 250 soc-
cumbed. They are on thewr faces before the tempter;
thew secret thonshts are bt 50 many prayers for his
speedy advemt; and i they comld but have ther way
they would, in Mr. Gladstome’s lurid phrase, not hesitate
to re-cstablish the Temporal Power, even & it could be
only dome by setting wp the terrestrial throme of the
Popedom on the ashes of the city, and amidst the
whitcming bones of its people.  But the Pope s 2 good
mzan, 2 smeere Christian, whose heert overflows with
sympathy for the buman meoe. The temptation comes
to ham, 25 temptations always come to lagher matmres,
s0 weiled, that it scems 2lmost 2 prompting from the
very Spmit of God. The tempter 1s disgnised 25 2m
angel of Bight No mean, or sordid, or worldly maotives
weizh with the good Pope 25 br stends at the windows
of the Vatican 2nd Jooks out over the Imperial City to
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the darkening slopes of the Sabine Hills, and sighs at
the thought that the unification of his country has been
purchased at the price of the spoliation of his Church.
What he thinks of is not the petty power of presiding
over the construction of the drains, or the absorbing
duty of organising the police of the city out of which he
is now a voluntary outcast. He believes, with the
honest sincerity of conviction natural to an aged ecclesi-
astic born and bred in the Pontifical States, that it is
practically impossible for the Catholic Church through-
out the world to be administered by one who is not an
independent sovereign. The man at the helm of the
Church must not be the subject of any mortal. The
Vicar of Christ must not be called upon to bow to the
decrees of a mongrel Cesar. Hence he has convinced
himself that he must get back his temporal sovereignty
if the government of the Church is not to go to pieces.
That is with him, not unnaturally, considering his years
and his education, an axiom which he does not discuss.
He starts from that, and always reverts to it. But here
before his eyes is unfolded day by day the triumphant
demonstration by his enemies of the fact that the tem-
poral sovereignty has passed away. The king sits in
the palace which the Popes occupied on the Quirinal;
the departments of the Italian State are installed in
buildings once sacred to the offices of the Church; the
midday gun which is fired every day is served by Italian
gunners from his own castle of San Angelo, where they
are constructing balloons for the Abyssinian war; and
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till Wednesday morning no one was allowed to enter
the Vatican but the Ambassadors of foreign Powers
accredited to the Holy See. It was to him as if the
Abomination of Desolation had been set up in the
Holy of Holies, and the unveiling of a statue to the
heresiarch was proclaimed to be the outward and visible
sign of the determination of the triumphant Revolu-
tion to press forward to the “overthrow of the sacred
authority of the Pontiffs, and the extirpation of the
Christian faith.”

The Sacred College of Cardinals was summoned to
a most secret and extraordinary Consistory, in a form
and under precautions which had only twice been
adopted in the long reign of Pius the Ninth. At this
Consistory Leo the Thirteenth communicated to his
Cardinals the grave decision at which he had arrived.
The solemn Allocution which he addressed to them,
and which was subsequently published to the world,
amounted practically to a Pontifical declaration that
Rome was no longer a safe or tenable residence for the
successor of St. Peter. The freedom of the Apostolic
functions and the dignity of the Pontifical office, already
impaired from of old by the usurpation of the Revolu-
tion, were now menaced with extinction by the growing
insolence of the sects of evil. The daring of desperate
men, unchained to every crime, driven on by the
fierceness of lawless desires, could no longer be re-
strained ; the city that was once the safe and inviolable
seat of the Holy See was now the capital of a new
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impicty, where absard and mpadent worship was paid
to human resson. “Herchy is rendered evident im
what coadition is placed the Supreme Head of the
Chuzch, the Pastor and the Teacher of the Catholic
woeld.”

It is very dificult for us in England to realise the
. feelings of the Pope and of his counsellors as to the
mmmensity of the njury which they conceive has been
infficted upon the Church by the occupation of Rome.
To mest Englishmen the estahlishment of the capital of
umited Italy at Rome seemed tie natural and most
desmable consummation of the'national movement m
the Pemmsulz. In many cases religious prejudice
wnited with nationalist enthusiasm to biind us to the
extent to which the chamge was certain to wound the
Holy See. But afier the kapse of mineteen years the
wound still bieeds. Not to perceive this s to Qi
to understand the tragic force of the temptation to
which the Pope is subjected To amy ocme who
approaches the subject from the standpoint of aa
Engfish Liberal —especially from that of the English
Nonconformist, to whom the union between Church and
State, whether in England of in Rome, is more or less
anti-Christian—the very bitterness of the pain which
the Pope feels as he mourns over the loss of his
Temporzl Power is 2 measure of the mecessity for the
revolntion winch has torn it from bis grasp. Bat that
sentiment is, of course, quite foreign to the mind of the
Pope, and the ideal of the Liberation Society gives him
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no help in resisting the temptation to do what he can
to bring about a war between Italy and France. Of
course, to any one who knows what war is, and who can
form an idea of the immensity of the sacrifices which
the next war will entail, the suggestion that the Vicar of
Christ should, for the sake of regaining the sovereignty
of Rome, promote war between France and Italy, seems
almost unutterably damnable. But the Pope has never
seen war on any extended scale. © He may not realise
in his simple apartments in the Vatican how many
hamlets would have to blaze heaven high, how many
fields be drenched with blood, what enormous burdens
would be piled upon the shoulders of the labouring
poor, before even the first step could be taken towards
expelling King Humbert from Rome. Besides, even if
he did realise what an outpouring of the vials of the
wrath of God would follow a declaration of war, the
tempter at his elbow could easily present specious
arguments to prove that, after all, the storm might clear
the air, and that worse things might happen than that
the judgments of Heaven should overtake the impious
usurpers of the patrimony of St. Peter. The Holy See
never hesitated in times past to call in the aid of
King Pepin and his Franks. Thirty-three times, say
angry patriots, have the Popes called in foreign troops
to enable them to rule in Rome. And while to other
rulers the precedents of their predecessors might seem
merely hints which might or might not be followed, the
Popes are tempted to regard each other as being more
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or kss inspwed The whale history of the Chwch
scems to them a series of inspwed sign-posts, pomtng
bendred and Sty times beve the Popes seen their Tem-
posal Power scized by wswrping heads, and cme bm-
dred znd Sty times the Popes bave regaimed thewr
sceptre, often by mezas whick to the bummanitzrian
morzlist of the ninctoenth oontary, seem most deplorable.
bet which, heving been cowned by smoocess aad senc-
tioned by the Popes, caa hardly be comdemened by
Leo XITI. *“As your predecessars bave doaw, so do
when have the Popes over besstzted to mvwoke the
sword of the Lord 2nd of Gideon im the defence of e
most sacred interests of the Charch? And what can be
more sacred then the Temporzl Power, that sdemantae
casket m which there hes been preserved for thireen
centaries the spiritual independence of the Holy Sec?”™
So wistspers Mephistopheles; and poor Fzust, weary with
waiting for the deliverance that delzyeth its coming, may
be excused i now and then ke texns bis eyes i longing
to the north, and sors im piows ecstasy the warmors of
France marching down in trimsnph to restore him to his
throne. They did i once _before im his fetme.  Why
may they pot do it 2gain?

When I attempted to discuss the guestion i the
afiice of the Papal Secretawy of State, I was assared oz
the highest anthority bat one among the officizks of the
Vztican that I should find the whole question dezit witk
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in the most masterly and authoritative manner in a
pamphlet which had recently been published. It was
not, I was told, written by the Pope or issued by the
Holy See, but it was drawn up practically under the
supervision of the Papal authorities, and I could rely
upon the contents of the pamphlet as being absolutely
authentic. This, I was afterwards assured by a still
higher authority, was an exaggeration of the facts, the
pamphlet not being official or even officious, and I
gladly accept the correction. But on my first visit to
the Vatican the authority of the pamphlet was asserted
in the strongest terms. The pamphlet, a copy of which
was then handed me, is entitled “La Veritd intorno alla
Questione Romana,” by “B. O.S.” “This,” I was told,
“will answer all your questions, and until you read it, it
would be idle to discuss anything further.” The
pamphlet is undoubtedly an able and very smart pre-
sentation of the case in favour of the Temporal Power.
1 quote one passage, which made me shudder. Speak-
ing of the impolicy from the Italian point of view of the
occupation of Rome, the author pointed out that the
effect of such an action was to place in the hands of
every Power a blank bill of exchange, which may be
presented at any time against Italy, *the faculty that
is,” says the author of the pamphlet, “given into the
hands of every Power of attacking Italy as often as is
convenient to them under colour of religion feing
applaunded not only by the Catholic subjects of the country
but by every Catholic in the world” Now here un-
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doultedly is 2 complete smrender om the part of the
amthor of the pamphlet to the temptex So fxr & be
frome thinking that 2 declzeation of war agminst [uly for
the s=ke of csinblshing: the Temporsl Power would bea
aime to be reprobated by every decent bmman being,
ad the ety loose of 2 frightfhl scowrze wex
bemcnity, from which even z fiend himsself mnrht recatdl.
that be evidently believes it wauld be am 2ct 5o excellent
a5 to commmd the zpplamse of every Cabolic i the
werid.  Far be it froms me to hold the Poge respensibie
for so aiminal z seatiment, which I am zssured o the
best zuthority thet ke woald abifor ; bet that it skould
find opression i 2 pamphiet published wnder such
apspeces, and honded to me s the Vatican wself is 2
striing demonstration of the estent of the pressmre to
which: the Holy Father must be smbjected by this new
Temptation in the Wilderness.

Astkp_ghammbneby)(ﬂnmﬂr
Mocenni, aad as it bos never been tmmsizted mto Eng-
Ish, or even nto Fremch, it may be as well o give kere
2 brief summary of the contents with z few exmacts
Sinstrzone its spirit sod s dnft.

The zsthor begims by dedmrmg thet the Iniom
Government s in 2 state of open war, of rreconcisble
and daily streggle with the Sepreme Pontif, the bead of
the Catholic Chaxrch. The d&spute s felt, even by many
i the Liberal camp, to be 2 worm gnowing at the very
core of the Inian kingdom, while by the Pupe it i
deplared as an obstacie to the sivation of many souls
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Who, then, is to blame for its continuance? Crispi
says that the fault is the Pope’s, but Crispi has lied.
The fact is that the Italian Government will not listen
to any proposal for re;establishing the Temporal Power ;
while the Pope, especially as it is now manifest that the
real object of the revolution is to destroy his spiritual
authority, cannot abdicate his claims to full sovereignty
over Rome There are many reasons for this. The Pope
cannot regard the present Government of Italy as the
real representatives of the Italian people. It is a
usurpation imposed by force and maintained by violence,
which refuses to its subjects even the liberty of petition-
ing for a reconciliation with the Holy See. He is
trustee for the whole Church. He cannot abdicate his
rights, neither can he cease to protest. The pamphiet
is a strenuous argumentative polemic against those
Catholics who would have the Pope accept accom-
plished facts, and give up crying over the spilt milk of
the Temporal Power. The second chapter, entitled
“The Pope’s Protestations,” tells us that * the Pope, in
the case of any negotiations, would not endure advice
or interference. It is certain that he will never accept
any reconciliation which does not ensure a real and
sufficient territorial sovereignty, and a guarantee of his
real and manifest independence.” Therefore, let Catho-
lics, members of a society in which the most important
point is a spirit of discipline and perfect obedience,
beware how they suggest that he can be content with
anything less. Books advocating reconciliation on
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the Pope exposed to pressure from his powerful neigh-
bour? The answer is certainly not deficient in
audacity—

_““ For the Catholics and the Popes will insist upon an arrange-
ment which is not illusory, but which will fully guarantee the full
and absolute independence of the Head of the Church, and if for
that much is required, so much the worse for the interests of those
who do not wish to restore anything ! ”

In the chapter, “ Why the Pope cannot remain
silent,” the author makes a curious comparison between
the Papal claim to the Temporal Power, and the King of
Italy’s claim to the kingdoms of Cyprus and Jerusalem.
It is, however, more substantial, and the Pope is bound
by his oath and by his responsibility to the whole
Church to keep up his protest. The memory of thir-
teen millions of martyrs who died for the liberties of the
Church compels him to keep up his protest. Besides, he
has now protested so long that he cannot afford to draw
back. ¢ The tremendous fact of the matter is,” says the
candid author, ‘“that the more thoughtful shudder to
think of the terrible scandal which would be spread
through the world, and the triumphant sophisms of the
impious if the Pope, after all his protests as to the neces-
sity of the Temporal Power, were explicitly or implicitly
prepared to accept the present condition of things.” By
way of strengthening the Pope’s determination not to
stultify himsel, we are reminded that Cavour said,
“ that in Rome the temporal authority of the Pope is so
closely united to the spiritual power that the one cannot.
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be separated from the other without the risk of destroy-
ing both,” and that Fredenck the Great wrote to
Voltaire—“ When the sovereignty of the Popes has
fallen, then we shall have conguered. As no sovereigm
of Europe will recognise a Vicar of Christ who s sob-
ject to another sovereign, each of them will keep his owm
patriarch.” Then follows the famons passage about an
attack on Italy, to which I have already referred.

The sixth chapter attempts to show that the Pope
has ground for hoping that his Temporal Power will
come back. The argument is, in brisf, that it always
has done 50 in the past, and that it therefore must do
so in the futwre. The Holy Ghost assists the Pope to
declare it is necessary, and Bo ope can refuse to admit
it without being 2 rebel against the supreme authority of
the Church. “This doctrine baimg accepted by all the
Episcopate, has the evident character of the Catholic
doctrine "—a curiows attempt to exzalt the Temporal
Power into 2 dogma of the Church. The chapter on
the bearing of the Temporal Power of the Pope to the
Political Unity of Italy is vigorons and interesting. 1t
suggests the possibility of reconciling Ttalian mnity with
the Temporal Power, by substituting for the presenmt
Ttalian Kingdom a Federal Union of Italian States, of
which, possibly, the States of the Charch might be the
keystone. The present régime is bitterly declared o
hare ruined the comntry by extravagance, and over-
whelmed it benecath the three plagwes of debt, crme,
and literary decadence. A system of ruinoms mis-

& =



8o True Pore anpD THE NEW ERA.

government, established by bloodshed and treachery,
maintained by force in the interest not so much of a
party as of an anti-religious sect, is not a system to
which, for the sake of Italy, the Pope should capitulate.
Even with the Monarchy, however, a reconciliation
might be possible, if it were not that the faction in power
are dominated by a diabolical hatred of the Catholic
Church, not as claimant to the temporal sovereignty of
Rome, but as the representative of the Christian faith
against the worship of Satan. The hope for the
restoration of Pontifical sovereignty is declared to lie
in the awakening common sense of the Italian people.
It is even asserted that the fruit seems ripe. Imminent
national bankruptcy and widespread corruption have so
disgusted the Italians, that “if to-day we were to pro-
pose to the people the choice between federal and the
centralised unity at present existing, at least half the
nation, without distinction of political views, would vote
for the former.” In 1887-8, when 500,000 signatures
were affixed to a petition in favour of conciliation, it
was expected that 2,000,000 would have signed had the
Government not interfered to prevent it. In Rome
itself the real Roman citizens, voting according to the
directions of the Pope, are overborne by the imported
employés of the Administration. “We do not mean to
pretend that amongst the Catholics themselves, especi-
ally amongst the Romans, those whose private interests
the renewal of the Pontifical Government would injure
would not feel the bitterness of their own losses.



Tizz Poes's TEXPT-LIIRR. - 81

Groond rents RBave risem, zmd am mmense capitell ks
Beer sk m mew Budidfmes Al ths wordd be
Eamuged i the Tempor:] Power wes mesimedl B
Cattrofiirs alll the werld over camott admitt that the head
off the Cathelic Clnrch shounlld remem perpetrzly @
subjection outt of reged for the bomse ovoers of mew
Rome” Besides, even if sume were momed] thees
wauld be ecomenmic compensHions ; for axe of the mos:
poverfill contrifatiory cases of Tidy's fmencd rom &=
mmmdwmm
mammpﬁqdmmm
The chepter em the Destimy of Rome deevs 2 dlowmr
pirtare of the gores of the Prpory. “The primisve
Brstory of moderm mettons comssts solldy on the stugpen-
Rome i the cvilising of the world,” znd #t B even
asmented tiott dhe cexttrenes 0 come willl tressire memy
e acts of awilsng wsefidivess the mumeons Encydieals
i wiich the present Pope zave the rpit of draction to
phillosophicsl stindy, revewed the comdenmmetom of the
mscally Mesemr sect, and wamed progple sormst the
ender this st besd the thmis even of hereticd
potentates, who sre vpotent to cope with tiis monster
by mem force.  Rome, the destimed] st of the Prpacy,
willl aliveys remem the dity of the Poge. The exlle ot
Avigmen lestied seventy yems, bott the Poge retormed im
splemdonr:.  As it s been, so it will be, world withont
end, i the mpresion mther dhom e smeorion of the
¥



82 TuE PorE AND THE NEW ERA.

writer. In the chapter on the Pope as Sovereign a bold
challenge is thrown down to history. “Itis in the lives
of the Popes that Kings and Emperors will find the
finest examples of good government, and the peoples
the ideal of a kingdom administered to the best advan-
tage of its subjects.” Suppose, then, the Pope were on
his throne again; how would he govern Rome? He
would be a Constitutional Monarch of the German type,
really sovereign, who would not only reign but govern. He
would be a Constitutional Prince, exercising real power.
The real difficulty is popular indifference to representa-
tive institutions. It is difficult to get a quorum in the
Chambers, and almost impossible to get the electors to
the polls. No one takes an interest in the Parlia-
mentary system. Why should the Pope attempt to
establish institutions which are not even popular, and
are based on the anti-social and anti-Christian concep-
tion of the sovereignty of the people? What the Pope
would do would be to give his subjects a statute analo-
gous to, but not identical with, modern constitutions.
He would grant a charter similar to those granted in the
Middle Ages, which provided for the moderating of the
power of the Prince by deputies not representing the sup-
posed sovereignty of the people, but who, being nomi-
nated by the people, were associated with the Adminis-
tration for the fixing of taxes and other specified classes
of business. As for liberty of the press and liberty of
worship, the Pope would interpret them in his own way.
He would never admit principles intrinsically immoral,
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cover the political acts of the Pope. Our author begins
by admitting that all Catholics believe that politically the
head of the Church can commit mistakes, and then puts
his best foot foremost to prove that this doctrine of the
Temporal Power does so intimately concern the spiritual
interests of the Church as almost to become a necessary
corollary of the dogma in question. The Pope, even if
he were not infallible, is not to be criticised. A father
is not infallible in his family, nor the general in thearmy ;
nevertheless, no son, or soldier, or official has the right to
pronounce judgment on the acts of his superior either in
the army or in the family. The suppression of criticism
on the Pope’s demands for the Temporal Power is not
because such criticism is sacrilege or heresy, but as
insubordination and sedition. The acts of the sovereign
are always withdrawn from public discussion and
censure. Liberty of discussion is limited even in the
civil state,.by denying it to soldiers, who must obey the
orders of their commanders ; it would be intolerable to
extend it without limits to the Church which Christ con-
stituted on principles which were anything but those of
modern democracy. In the Church the people cannot
even imagine themselves sovereign ; they are subject to
the authority of the Pope, to whom they must submit, as
to the Vicar of Jesus Christ.  Even when Catholics are
democrats as citizens, they are monarchists as Catholics.
In ordinary times, all that is required of them is that they
should allow themselves to be led and taught; in stormy
times, like the present, we have every reason to believe
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wiho holids-2 pesition in the Vahom, bt who hes eyes o
see the actl facts of the worlld onesadie z—

“H the Tndfen Government cwed o3 mukes 2 pestt an, @
cmuidl die 30 to-momrew, by Smlly henfimy over 1 the Pope the
sowessgmty off tie oty of Rome. Len the Thrieend wouldl find
sl Bopedesdly 2t 2 e to disdhage dhe dutes of de prsitnon
fior witich e sghn. None of dle mdspersilie hseomens of
grvermment @ ady op his hanfl. e fes neiber engilneds,
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financiers, police, soldiers, nor any other administrative officials.
In less than a week the bad elements that lurk in every great city
would bave made a revolution, and in a fortnight the Italian troops
would be enthusiastically welcomed as the only force by which
Rome could be rescued from anarchy and bloodshed.”

It is obvious enough to those who are sufficiently out-
side to be able to watch the struggle between the oppos-
ing forces that if the Pope were to succumb, and were to
use his influence to incite France to make war on Italy,
and if that war resulted in the most signal success for
French arms, no man would ever be more bitterly
cursed with the burden of a granted prayer than Leo
XIII. would be on the day when his Temporal Sove-
reignty was re-established in Rome by the bayonets of
the French soldiery. Between him and the Italian
people would be a vast gulf, filled with the blood of
brave men butchered to put him back ; and he would
begin to reign in Rome amid the execrations of a popu-
lation, every other householder of which would have
been ruined by the ejection of the Italian Government
from the city. When Victor Emmanuel took over the
government of Rome from Pio Nono, there were only
215,000 persons in the city. To-day there are more
than 4o00,000. The population, therefore, has doubled
since Rome became the capital, and if it ceased to be
the capital, one-half of the population would find them-
selves in the air. Catholics and Liberals alike agree that
even now if the Pope were to be installed in the Quirinal
in the plenitude of his ancient sovereignty, he could not
hold Rome three days without a foreign garrison. What
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chance wonld there be when betwern him and his sub-
jocts there was the bitter blood fend of 2 war, in which
Frznce had conguered Italy for the szke of the Pope?
The Pope, then, would kzve to rely upon a foreizn gzrmi-
som, i be were not to see his priests assassimeted in the
strects.  Of two thimzs ome: (1) Ember that gzrrson
would be zbsolstely at his orders, in which czse the
Pope would govern Rome by cosrcion in such 2 f2shion
as would of pecessity zrouse agzinst him and his Charch
ths Eveliest detestation of every Libezl im England, Ire-
lend and America; or (2) the French Republic, which
farnished the garmison, would fsist on the recognimion of
cortam fandamentz! modem Bberties in the govormnment
of the Papal States. In that event the lest case of the
Pope wonid be worse then the first.  He would be bmt
the bediiffl of the French Republic, govarning 2 hostiie
popuietion which heted him, o prinaples dictatad to
him by the representatives of the French Revolation.
“He needs 2 long spocn who would sup with the
del,” 2nd the Pope 5 RO exception 0 the wmiverszl
rele. Even the shadow of a possble war for the re-
covery of the Temparal Power darkens the bearts of men,
and distzacts the attention of the Sovereign Pontill from
the comsideration of bis more stnicily spiritzz] functioas.
If the Pope is to fulll his grezter idezal, be will have
to shoke hmmself free from the infivences of the Vaticn.
The atmosphere of the place, the traditions and zssociz-
tioms which cling to its very walls, and the 2l-pervading
presence of the Itskan Cardimals and grest officls
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render it impossible for him to rise to the height of his
great conception of his rdle as the mouthpiece of the
conscience of universal Christendom, which speaks with
the voice of God. Until he has definitely rid himself of
the desire to re-establish a temporal anthority in a second-
rate European city, that minor and earthly ambition
will continually obscure his higher and brighter ideal,
and lead him into devious courses, which will impair
his influence even in the Catholic world. The Tem-
poral Power has got on to the nerves of the Church,
and it has come to be to many in the Vatican the only
thing worth living for. So far from sharing that view, it
seems to me that the re-establishment of the Temporal
Power would be the greatest curse that could be inflicted
upon the Church. And after my visit to Rome, I realise
more vividly than before how much justification there
was for the prophecy with which some months before
I concluded my paper in the Contemporary Review. “It
may be that the Church of Rome has played her part in
the affairs of men, and that in the new English-speaking
era, on the threshold of which mankind is standing,
there may be no more than a nichein a Roman museum
for the successor of Hildebrand. In that case, whether
the Pope stays in Rome or goes to Seville or Innsbruck
or Minorca does not much matter. But if there be any
real substance of truth in the Pope’s belief that the
Catholic Church is the chosen instrument whereby
Infinite Wisdom, inspired by Eternal Love, works out the
salvation of the world, then as certainly as it was neces-
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szry for the persecution to zmise to scatter the fist
Christians from Jerusalem, so that they might carry the
seod of the fzith over the Roman warld, not less certainly
shall we see In a few years, or even it may be a few
months, the breaking of 2 storm which will compel the
Pope to fly from the Eternal City—never 10 retmm
And i that hour when those who hate the Chmrch fll
the zir with insult and exuitation, and when those who
love ber more in her accidents than In ber essence are
abased 10 the dost with humiliation 2nd shame, then to
the eye of faith the enforced hegina of the Pope from the
Latin 0 the English world will be regarded 2s the
supreme affrmation of the providential mission of the
Chuzch—a new divine commission for her to andertzke
on a wider basis the great task of rebuilding the City of
God.”
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- CHAPTER VL
THE GOOD WORK OF THE CHURCH.

EvVERYTHING that in Rome is interesting is chiefly in-
teresting because it takes the mind away from Rome.
That which is visible is important as a finger-post for the
invisible. Everything that you see is, as it were, an eye-
hole through which you look into an infinite beyond.
Usually that infinitude is of the past. A mouldering
stone recalls the glories of the Casars ; a crumbling battle-
ment the horrors of siege and sack; an unnamed grave
the sacrifices of the innumerable saints by whose deaths
we live. But it is not only of the past that the elo-
quence of the very stones of Rome is great, in proportion
as it silences the arid dispute between the Vatican and
the Quirinal, that fills the air as with the croaking of bull-
frogs in the marsh, and compels men to hear the distant
voices which, in realms that Casar never knew, are
sounding in the ears of men. From the point of view of
the past, it is difficult to say which is the most sacred
place in Rome. But from the point of view of the
living present, there can be no doubt at all. It is not to
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be found in the Vatican or St Peter’s, much less is it to
be found m the king’s palace at the Quirinal. The most
sacred place, where life is most centred, is the plain aad
unpretending College of the Propagandz, in the Pizzza
di Spagn2. Baedeker dismisses it in six lmes and 2
half, and nminetenths of the tourists mever notice its
existence. Bat it is from that dingy building, now half-
coucealed by scaffolding, and cluefly noted as standing
in the shadow of the column from the summit of which
Mary. standing in the crescent moon, and with the stars
of hezven around her head, looks down epon the square,
that the great heart beats whose pulsanions are felt to
the uttermost ends of the world. It isim the midst of
the king’s city. On ether side ratile over the roughly-
paved streets the noisy little omnibuses that ply in Rome.
Behind it rises the far more pretentious newspaper office
which has just been built for the Popede Romans. Close
to it, in the Via de Due Macelli, a gleaming electric
Iight advertises the existence of a café chantant. Yet
there, as much in the midst of the world, the flesh, and
the devil as it would be In any heathen land, the great
Missionary Society of Rome stands to-day.

It is nothing to look at outside, and mside its chief
characteristic is want of room. It is 2 large building,
bat itis all too small for its purposes. Everything is
camped for space. All is for work, nothing is for show.
Bat I never passed that stnocoed front without 2 homage,
which I never paid to the relics of the saints. For out
from that plain edifice bave gooe for nearly three
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hundred )'ea}s the apostles who carry into every land
the sacred flame of Christian faith. The other week,
early in the morning, seventeen students were conse-
crated in the church which stands in the centre of the
building, who after their departure might never meet
again on earth. East and west, and north and south, as
far as the foot of man can tread, fare forth these devoted
legionaries of the Church, bent upon the subduing of all
nations, and on the establishment of the universal
kingdom of our Lord and His Christ.

It was my good fortune to be taken over the college
by Monsignor Jacobini—not ‘yet‘ Cardinal Jacobini.
There was a Cardinal Jacobini some years ago, who
filled Cardinal Rampolla’s place as Papal Secretary
of State, and there will be a Cardinal Jacobini again,
and it will be well for the Church if he should be
spared to occupy even a higher office than his name-
sake. For of all the men whom I have met in Rome,
Monsignor Jacobini impresses me the most favourably.
He was born an Italian, it is true, which is one of the
misfortunes for which he can hardly be held account-
able. He is young, being not much over fifty, and in
the full prime of life. For eight years now he has been
Secretary of the Propaganda—that is to say, he has held
a post corresponding to that of secretary of all our Pro-
testant missionary societies put together. Over him is
Cardinal Simeoni, a grave, earnest, and laborious pre-
late, who toils at his post as an English judge of the old
school does at the bench. He is Prefect of the Propa-
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ganda, the Pope’s aler gv in all that concerns the
missionary side of the Church. After him Moensignor
Jacobini is the most important pivot of the Congregation.
He is not tall—good stff in him, as so often happens,
being made wp in a small bundle. But his wellknit
frame is almost incapable of exhanstion; his mind
is quick and sympathetic, and there s a kindly
hmnourinhiseyethid:cndms&mto:ﬁwhohor
him. The only woe that be bas to dread is that pro-
nounced upon those of whom all men spezk well
Black or red, Catholic or Free Thinker, all men praise
Monsignor Jacobini During the day he toils at his
desk as the galley-slave toils at his oar, and in ‘the
evening he takes his recreation in looking afier the in-
terests of an Artist’s and Workman's Catholic Association,
of which be and 2 wellknown Roman Count are the
leading supporters. This«society is partly for mutmal
help in case of illness or want of employment, partly
for recreation, and partly for education. It contains
about 3,000 members, and is cne of the most excellent
of the institutions of Rome. Of all the hopeful signs
for the future of the Church, and for its wtilisztion 25 an
instrument of social amelicration, one of the most hope-
ful is the fact that Monsignor Jacobini is where be is,
close to the heart of the Church militant, and the
intimate friend and confidential adviser of the Pope.
OQur Protestant missiopary societies are hardly a
hundred years old. The Congregation of the Propaganda
was founded in 1622 by Gregory XV, and has been work-
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ing ever since. On the shelves of the College are archives
recording an activity that has never ceased, and which it
is devoutly to be hoped will never cease. Great volumes
of letters, bound in parchment, stand side by side, bear-
ing eloquent but silent witness to the self-denying
labours of hundreds of thousands of devoted men and
women who have gone forth to labour and to die iz
partibus infidelium. Their handwriting is faint and
faded now, but with how fiery a zeal were the pens
guided which traced these characters! What innumerable
dramas, full of the noblest human heroism, enacted not
in full amphitheatre before an applauding or even a
hostile throng, but lived out day by day in obscurity, in
disease, in neglect, without hope of praise or of earthly
reward! They wrote their epistles with their blood, and
sealed their testimony with their lives. Men of the
highest education, and women of the most refined tastes
and of the gentlest birth, sent to labour among the black
fellows of Australia or the Hottentots of Africa, if by
any means they might save some, have left their only
written record here—in these few fragmentary records
of their difficulties. Their real record is to be found,
not here, but in the lives of their converts, in the tribes
reclaimed from savagery, in the families which they have
humanised, in the children whom they have educated, in
the women whom they have raised from being the
chattels of brutes into some semblance of the mother
of Christ. As I walked round the crowded shelves
in the archives of the Propaganda, and thought of all that
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wast mas of wnkmown vwalour, of lowe stwomper tham
dexth, and of services to the Lpsed and the lost, I
oudged the oid sEmts ther momopely of the alm-
pieces, and would willingly hove sumfced z wicle
hectemd of St Shestons for 2 fow wmbues w
these St Selasmtms ad St Cellns of our over
e

The Mosenm of the Progarnds & Diaesng enong,,
But for Lxk of spce it s mposnbie w dgpiy T
endices, rere 2nd comions MSE, 2 collection windh = the
product of the mdstry of the embsawes of e Colere
m every pat of the woridh Thee 5 & cdlscion of
23 co0 cuns of 2l degrees of weine beaged op v diess
25 so much bullion. Here, dso, & the famons map of
the workd om which Pope Alexmder VI in clifen dimes,
drew the dividing Ine, dlocaimy ane balf of e westen
enisphere to Portigall and the other kalf o Sgpmim.
The grestt chact-ooupies the cotrall pesition i dhe
Large moom, fafed by tmphies of xms collerned foom
the mocps of the Mk, aud il o the: Farder Erst.
It 35 am imtevesiing memnariall of the rdie plmed by the
Pupes in the od deys, of the hirepiciy with wiidh they
acted upen such sty Dftrmmten 25 ey possessed,
and of ther wter kit to foreses or to oomml everis.
O the nordhemn cuatient thus sy paroeled ot
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not one rood remains in possession of either Power to-
day. The whole has passed into the ownership of
English - speaking men.  Another curiosity of the
Museum is the original map of Marco Polo, which
Monsignor Jacobini recently sent to London for exhi-
bition. In those days Rome was the storehouse of the
knowledge of the world, a kind of British Association for
the advancement of science in germ. The collections of
birds and insects are much crowded, and are interesting
chiefly because of the attention which they show to have
been paid by the Catholic missionaries to the natural
history of the countries in which they lived. If our
missionary societies are wise, they will establish en
permanence a missionary museum on a large scale in
London, and before doing so, they had better send a
delegate to Monsignor Jacobini to inspect the collection
at the Propaganda.

In an obscure corner of the Museum, behind a
gigantic elephant tusk, lies the jewelled cross of an
Italian order bestowed by the Italian kingdom on the
late Cardinal Massaia, in recognition of his services to
humanity and civilisation in Abyssinia and Ethiopia.
The Cardinal refused the decoration. “How can I
receive this jewelled star,” he asked, “from the hands
of the men who have plundered the Propaganda?”
For the Italian kingdom has laid violent hands upon
the property accumulated for the diffusion of the faith
among the heathen, giving the Propaganda Italian
stock in exchange for the confiscated estates. So
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Cardinal Massaia refused the order, 2nd it lies today
h&eﬁmasﬂm&bﬂtdmwimssam
to the sterng merit which wrung sech a tribute from
the eaemy, 2nd to the bitterness of fecking engendered
by the feod between the Pope 2nd the King.

From the Muscem we pessed throngh the wanoms
ofices where the besiness of the Propegenda s per-
formed. Under the Propezanda are all the English-
spezking comntries. Ressha 15 specielly tzien mnder
the care of the Vatican, 2nd its zffzirs zre mot under
America, and the Colondes zre all 7w porfidus tnfideam.
So, in fact, zre il the best parts of the wordd The
wark s divided imto two portioms, the Ezst and the
West.  All those of the Orientz] robe are under the
chatze of Moasispor Persico.  When I visited the
College he was 2t Constantinople, 2nd 1 did cheisznce
to his empty room, im rocogmition of the hardship to
which be was subjected in having his name zssocated
with the Pexsico = Rescript,” the Eswe of which was guite
one of the werst blunders of the present reirn.  Dowsm
the corridor oa the opposite side to Moasiznor Persico’s
room zre the offices of the Minutznte, or préds writers,
2s we should say. Everywhere theve was wo hde

& The affairs of Greece 2nd those of
t States of America have only cme ofice
them I locked with »atwral curicsity at the

room where sit the permznent oficials charged with the
control of the department of Great Britzin 2nd Ireland.
& -
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As usual, they are Italians. In the whole Propaganda
there is not one Englishman or American. There is
one antediluvian Irishman, who is connected in some
way with the Congregation ; but it is forty years and
more since he visited his pative land, and the very
stones which surround the dead heart of O’Connell in
the church of St. Agatha have more sympathy with the
Irish movement to-day than has my old travelling com-
panion, the solitary old Irish Benedictine, who alone of
English-speaking men has the right officially to visit the
Propaganda. Monsignor Jacobini, with his natural in-
sight into the core of things, is working hard at English.
He spends about three hours a day with an English
priest, who acts as English tutor.

After visiting the Hall of the Congregation, where,
as we should say, the committee of management holds
its meeting, under the presidency of Cardinal Simeoni—
the average attendance is about twelve—and where the
papers nominating all the English, Irish, and American
bishops are signed, we went in succession through the
College and the church, and then visited the printing-
office of the Propaganda. 1Itis about to flit across the
way to new premises, where it will have more elbow-
room. At present it is almost as much too small for
the demand upon its cases as a certain printing-office
which shall be nameless, not a hundred miles from
Charing Cross. One room was set apart for producing
in very handsome style the new edition of the works of
St. Thomas Aquinas, who is at present in the highest
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favour with the Pope. Here are printed all the publ-
cations of the Propaganda. They cast their own type,
bind their own books, and do almost everything except
make their own paper. The “comps.” at the Propa-
ganda set type in as many languages as those who are
employed for our Bible Society. As a sample of their
resources, they have produced the Lord’s Prayer in
250 different languages, in 180 different characters.
Necessarily, the Propaganda is one of the mast polyglot
places in the world.  Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost
was nothing to the College in the Piazza di Spagna.
There are 120 students resident in the College, and
some 300 more attend the lectures. Between them
they are said to speak seventy different languages.
When Monsignor Jacobini g.wes a reception, you begin
to realise something of the mischief that was done by
the confusion of tongues. = It is ahout time that English
began to supersede all other tongues as the common
language of the worid Although they talk all lan-
guages, official correspondence is carried on only in
three—namely, French, Latin, and German. On an
average, about 5o letters are received and answered
daily, and the office boy, who has the run of the
waste-paper basket, ought to possess one of the finest
collections of foreign postage stamps extant.

From the printing-house we visited the new premises
in the Piazza di Spagna, which, as soon as the French
pilgrims are out of the way, will be occupied in the base-
ment by the printers, and upstairs by the professors.
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The building, when I visited it, was filled—even the pic-
ture gallery — with improvised beds for the French
pilgrims, whose presence in Rome is one of the most
notable features of the present situation. The class-
rooms are large and airy, and the students are much to
be congratulated upon their approaching change of
quarters.

I left the Propaganda with the conviction that, so far
as vast portions of the world are concerned, the Catholic
Church is an enormous, an incalculable power for good.
Whatever men may think about their doctrines as to the
life beyond the grave, the men who have gone out from
this College, and who are directed and controlled by the
Congregation of the Propaganda, are an effective, moral,
and civilising force of the first value in all that concerns
the social and material amelioration of the lot of uncivi-
lised man. There are hundreds of millions of human
beings who are as much in need of the civilising word as
were our ancestors when Gregory heralded by a pious
pun the conversion of the English world. The Catholic
missionaries may not make the most of their oppor-
tunities. Few of us do. They may devote too much
time in preparing a bridge over which the soul can pass
into paradise, and spend too little in remedying the evils
which convert so much of this life into a hell. But, take
them with all their limitations and shortcomings, who
can deny that at least for all the savages of the world
here is an effective instrument, for the existence of which
mankind has cause to be grateful? On all the three



Tur Goop Worx oF vz CHUECH. 101

points concerning which I came to mquire, the Church
in these regions and amomg undcvilisod man has mo
reason to fear inguiry. It is troe that- its missionanies,
especially in the East, are Freach rather than English,
and would, if they conld, make the world Latin rather
than AngloSaxon. They can no more do it than the
Pope conld secure that North Amevica should be
civided between Spain and Portugal. All that they do
comes ultimately to our met Catholic missionzries,
Jesuits or men of the Propagamnda, preceded uws im
America, and in India they were but the foreign van-
guard of the English advance. “They sow, we reap. Nor
will the influence of tradition long permit the Catholic
missionaries to look t0 France rather than to England as
their natural protector. The wery archives of the Pro-
pacanda bear witness in their mmfilation to the rude
vidlence with which the French, under the first
Napoleon, ransacked the treasures of the Church. The |
Republic which compels the religious orders to seek
refage on English soil cannot long command the
enthusiasm of Catholic missionarics even in the Farther |
East.

From the point of view of the Socialist, the missionary
activity of the Church is pure gain. To the vagoe as-
pirations of the semi-savage man for 2 more homan hife,
these teachers return a prompt and effective respomse.
Not less, and sometimes mare than the missionaries of
other creeds, they are the devoted Servants of Man. If
the Church could do for the modern divilised world what
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the poorest of the missionary orders do for the tribes
among whom they labour, we should not in Italy and in
France to-day be living iz partibus infidelium. All that
the early Church did for the barbarians of Europe,
the Church to-day is doing for the barbarians of Asia,
of Africa, and of Polynesia. To teach letters, to incul-
cate industry, to war against war, to suppress the slave
trade, to diffuse the arts, to introduce all that differen-
tiates man from beast—these are social services to be
welcomed with gratitude and enthusiasm, even if those
who render this service are vowed to obedience to the
Pope of Rome or to the General of the Society of
Jesus. r

Nor is this less the case in relation to the third great
group of questions that concern the position of woman.
On the lower plane of savage and semi-civilised, and, in
fact, of all but the most advanced civilisation of Christen-
dom, even the lowest Catholic ideal represents an
enormous advance. Woman outside Christendom, with
few exceptions, is not an individual, much less a soul.
She is a chattel, to be used or abused at the will of her
owner. Nothing but good can follow the apparition of
such sweet and saintly Sisters as those whom I saw in
the anteroom of Monsignor Jacobini, in the midst of
populations whose only idea of woman is that of a two-
legged beast of burden, whom it is an amusement to
degrade. The most reactionary Catholic is at least a
monogamist, and monogamy represents an ideal to which
one-half of the human race has not yet attained. Afler
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CHAPTER VIL
THE CHURCH AND THE MODERN WORLD.

THAT the Church, tested by the three conditions laid
down in these letters, is doing a good and useful work
among races of inferior civilisation is indisputable. She
is still the apostle of culture, the teacher of letters, the
pioneer of colonisation, the improver of agriculture, the
mother of arts and letters. This glory she shares with
all the Christian Churches; but the most hostile Protes-
tant admits her supremacy in the mission-field, even
although he qualifies his admission by asserting that
she is but prima inter pares. But we find a very
different state of things when we turn from the civilising
activity of the apostles of the Propaganda among races
of heathen creed and inferior civilisation to the complex
and highly-developed society of modern Christendom.
Here even the most devoted Catholic will regretfully
admit the Church can no longer even pretend to be
the leader of the onward march of Humanity. He may
put it down to the devil, or to the exceeding wickedness
of a perverse and rebellious generation; but, however
he may explain it, the fact is patent and indisputable.
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Mazzini roundly declived that mot 2 sngle ome of the
vast strides made ugen the path of propwss I cur aze
Chureh, snd be mveverenily compared the Eermchy
that met at the Vatieon to procimm the docrme of
InGlillity to “mnotonless sphinves I the vastt desent,
wio ertly contemplzte the shadow of the comtries zs
they pass, windle Homemty, whom they sBould Bawe
gmided, bas gone ctherwiere” Al this I mmy saw
without offence for there & mo ome who sees it more
vividly amd bmmemts it more keenly them the Best
Catholirs m Emope, who are anythmg but motionless
sphinzes. Wiatewer may be their mistakes, thee s mo
doubt that the Comte de Mm in France, Her Winde
korst im Gemasny, Cardimal Mmmmy o Esglend
Gibboes i Americy, Cardinal Morsm in Amstesliz, and
Mensignor facobing aad the Pope himself m Itdy. =l
are abourng bonestly at the very uphdl task of regum-
g for the Choch somewhat of its former peswom
Chestendonn.  They kmow they have lost it amd mo-
where maore utterly them m the Latin couniries, where
they coce held wndnputed sway. Wiether they cam
regan it = 2 problem shout which they are sEmpume m
properton to the fath thet & m them; and the more
they believe, the more they wil welome ewery homest
criticrsm which, perheps, mey here ar there afiord them 2
it or 2 srggestion that they may, fom ther sTpencr
knowledre., be able to tum to good aceowntt
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It is therefore without fear of giving offence that I
must put on record my conviction that, so far as I can
see, the Vatican, as at present constituted and con-
trolled, is about as fit to undertake profitably the
guidance of the social revolution of Christendom as the
ruins of the Forum—after the Forum, the Vatican is
almost the most archaic ruin in Rome—are competent
to undertake the federation of the British Empire.
When I speak of the resemblance between the great
central points of the two systems of Imperial and Papal
Rome, I speak solely from the point of view of the
secular side of human life, and nothing that I say refers
at all to the theological side of the Church. The Forum
is a visible, unmistakable ruin. Here and there a stately
pillar towers aloft, unbroken by the weight of two
thousand years ; but it is an exception. Temples and
palaces and courts are now to be traced but by their
foundations. Antiquarian zeal has unearthed much of
the ancient pavement, on which the Roman cats sun
themselves in the early morning close to the rostrum
from which Cicero pleaded—the sole occupants of a
tribunal whose decrees were once potent from the
Ultima Thule of the northern seas to the remotest East.
The colossal ruins of the Flavian Amphitheatre—the
St. Peter’s of the Pagan world,—the triumphal arches of
Constantine and of Titus, the Capitol, once the supreme
goal that crowned the Roman triumph, now a mere
museum of precious fragments snatched from the wrecks
of time, all attest, in a fashion too plain to be misunder-
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stood, that the Forum omce the mervecentre of the
world, from which all roads ram, and where was woven
into one mizhty whole the great web of Roman lzws, &=
now only the monumental sepulchre of a dead Empire.

Yet the foroes which surged from thet Roman hesrt
are far from being spent. Romem lzw, Roman idezls
and Roman customs mounld the life of those who bozst
themselves of being the heirs of all the ages. There &=
not 2 smgle lumberman in the forests of the North-West,
mor a digger in the mines of Anstralia, but in his inmest
heart and soul bears the incffaceable stzmp of those stern
men of ¥on mould whe, in sndent time, mede this
wibderness of ruia the prowd temple of umiversal Liw.
Desolate and dead as it Is to-day, it was once the ving
bere bas witalised the world Tt has mmitiplied tself
from a thoesand centres, and goes on multiplying with
wnzbated force But im the Forum itself Iife is not.
No burrying feet now tread the wneven lLlocks wihich
mark the pavement of the Via Sacra; mo car mow
climbs in trimmph to the Capitol. All & still—silent as
the crater of some extinct wolcamo whose fiery kava had
once overwhelmed aworld  As you Esten and remember,
you bear 2 far-off wurmer of many sounds ; the bum of
the bosy mart; the rvar of applanding cowds; the
sharp dash of arms, all mingling indistinct and distant
like the subdmed sound of the sea-swrge within the con-
volutions of the shell. Amnd as it s with the Forem, so,
in redation o the socil and political activities of the
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world, it has come to be with the Vatican. From it
also has ebbed, and is still ebbing, the great tide of
human life. From it there went forth a great word that
has done much to the civilised world. The influences
which it diffused are living and active to-day in every
centre of human life. Its churches, with fissiparous
vitality, increase and multiply in realms of which St. Peter
never heard, and its missionaries carry the cross over
seas the vast expanse of which would have affrighted
the simple fishermen of Galilee. But although the
Roman faith lives on imperishable in the hearts and
lives of men, strong in the strength of innumerable
sainted lives, and energised by the electric force of a
myriad martyrdoms, the life is in the extremities rather
than in the centre. The Vatican is, of course, not
stranded so high above the ocean level of the life of to-
day as is the Forum. The halberdiers still pace to and fro
in the vestibule; the Papal chamberlains are in atten-
dance in the antechamber ; and still to Rome at stated
periods come pilgrims and prelates paying homage. It
is still the centre of a great Church, the capital of a
religion which overspreads the world. But—fegarded
as an institution fitted to direct, and guide, and control
the secular forces of the modern world, as the early

Popes directed and guided the forces of their time—the .
Vatican is almost as archaic as the Forum. The Holy
See, no doubt, has an immense past; but if it is to have
a great future, it will have to readjust its machinery to
the times. The Pope declares that the Church must
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address iwelfl o the socdl question But, wlkss the
more nezlliren and progressive pety i 23l to romods],
ar at Teme 5o develop, e eximmg Chmd, we might
almostt 25 welll go o the Forom for hdlp m pessime
Home Rule 25 go 1 the Vatemm for essstanee m dhe

Tt i mestt thaett tihe Poge amd s advisers do motr wsh
well to good cmsss; 2md, s Gr a5 they cm, they wand
e to lend @ bedpime hend to syydinng dhet world reely
e i thhelir qpimion to amdhoste the Lot of the peaple.
Bt they aoe mott Frkkad @m im ey reell witel fesiinon oo the
arpmic e of the woid  Ther prisss, mo dnde, wre
constomtfy bronght o contect with the tndimdnd facs
wiirly, tefey together, meke up the som of Iz, Bizche
callisrmve teoublies of the mee or of the mecor—ihs gro-
Bllems with wiich phillntdropsts hove to dzil, zd for
witnch Padimmenrts hewe to lepwline—do mot, In the ardi-
my comse of the Popss bosmess, come officnly
before the Holy See att alll It = mo part of 2my ane’s
bosivess to keep the Pope nftemed apon che goes-
thons wpon winch #t zvy momentt be e be aslked to
FrOCIICE EX QpEmimn Hzﬁ&ﬁsmm"g;ymm
mesees andl preyers ddy proviadsd for o keep e &
de erthodox relpiom with bs Faher who &
Hewen; be & inost totedlly wprosidsd wink even
the most domenary anmrement for keepmy hon i
woch with the aomal pocessiies of bis  boothes
who are soateredl over 2l the swfice of the eath
Henoe ot presentt, aod ool ghe bemer men who ave
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in sympathy with modern ideas are able to expel the
evil old spirit which cripples and confines the scope of
the action of the Holy See to a purely spiritual world,
the utmost that social reformers can hope for the Pope
is that he will content himself with emitting pious
opinions in favour of an amelioration of the conditions
of labour in the abstract, and that he will scrupulously
abstain from intermeddling any further in matters
which he has neither the training to understand, the
advisers to correct his ignorance, nor the information
necessary to enable him to pronounce an intelligent
judgment. I donot say that if we had a vigorous young
Pope, with enough iron in his blood to enable him to
readjust the Holy See to the altered necessities of the
new time, we might not find in the chair of St. Peter
some one competent to play the great part of interna-
tional director-in-chief of the humanitarian forces of
the world. But before that could be effected, a great
deal will have to be changed.

“Yes, I should think so,” sneers a pessimist sceptic
at my elbow. “About as much as would be neces-
sary to convert the Via Sacra in the Forum into a
modern railway junction.” T do not think so. I may be
utterly wrong, but it seems to me that the signs are
hopeful that the Papacy may be led irresistibly into
the road which would give the Holy See once more its
old position at the head of the world, and of those signs
by far the most hopeful is the destruction of the Tem-
poral Power. That power, no doubt, had its uses, other-
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wise it would not have been permitted. But its uses
have been exhausted, and it has disappeared, and in the
interest of the Church I bope it has disappeared for
ever. As a man never learns to swim so long as he
dares not trust himself to the support of the water, so the
Popes will not realise what their influence in the world
might be until they cease to cling anxiously with one foot
to the rock of temporal authority. This is the pre-
requisite of any real exercise of Papal influence in
the social sphere, if ounly becamse it would, for the
first time, give them time to think about the great
problems of our age at presemt. For ome thought
that is spared in the Vatican to the amelioration of the
condition of mankind, there must be a hundred devoted
to the restoration of the Temporal Power.

When [ first went to the Vatican, prepared to hail
with eager welcome every indication, however faint, that
at the headquarters of the Church there was something
of the same spirit that prevails in the Archiepiscopal
Palaces of Westminster and Dublin, I was somewhat
radely disabused of my illusion. In the office of the
Secretary of State, the high official who received me
seemed to think of nothing so much as the Temporal
Power. That was the siwe gnéd mon. That was the first
indispensable. There even seemed some courteous sur-
prise that any one could deem the questicns which I had
come to urge as even worth consideration, compared with
the allimportant, allengrossing subject of the restoration
of the Temporal Sovereignty of the Pope. Itwasasifa
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man had travelled from afar to learn from the lips of some
great physician how a terrible pestilence might be stayed,
and the only counsel which he heard was, “To offer a
cock to Esculapius.” Nay, it was worse; for after the
cock had been offered no one would have been one penny
the worse, whereas, if the Temporal Power were re-estab-
lished, the difficulty of utilising the Church for humani-
tarian purposes would have been immeasurably increased.

Of course, I am aware that the attitude, which, I
admit, is by no means universal, can easily be explained.
The Pope, who never makes a speech without sighing
over his altered fortunes, is nearly eighty. He is an
Italian, born and bred in the conviction that the Pope
must reign as king in Rome. An old Jacobite could
no more forsake the Stuarts than Leo XIII could
abandon his dream. That is no doubt true. But it
does not help us much to get the work done which the
dream retards. There is a characteristic story told of
Herbert Bismarck, which supplies a fitting answer to
those who allege the age and inveterate prejudice of the
Pope as if to account for a misfortune were the same
thing as to justify it. When the German Emperor
arrivéd in Rome, the Chamberlain of the King attempted
to enter the railway carriage to welcome the young Kaiser.
He was rudely jostled by Count Herbert, who thrust the
Chamberlain back, exclaiming, “ Out of the way. I am
Count Bismarck.” The Chamberlain stepped back,
and remarked quietly to the insolent German, *“The
explanation is ample, but the excuse is insufficient.”
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So it may be said of the Vatican. Eaddy tziming, great
25z, znd Imveterzse prejadice affoed 2n a2mple explanetion
2s t0 why s0o many 2t beadguarteys porsist in playing
the role of Bunyan's Man with the Mack Rake; bat 2s
an excsse for a pre-oocupation s0 prejudica] o the real
work that waits 10 be done, it Is containly madagrate.
There s a story told of the visit of some delagates
from Palestine on 2 mssion o CaBizela, which some-
whazt sptly llastrates the impression ootz to be @o-
duced om all who 2o to Rome 2t present in seerch of
heht znd gmdance om the soczl and polincel po-
blems of car time. The Empire was then in i
carly splendonr.  Its representatives roled with absolzte
aschority over the whole awilised wordd.  Homenity
rejosced emder the great boon of the Roman peace, znd
the amgest mortzl who swayed the sceptze of the world
was regmrded 25 almost divine. To the eyes of the
onter wordd mothing could be more imposing or more
Romen Empire. Bt 25 the ambassadors of Ismael came
within, 2nd scuzht t0 exconte their mission by 2 personal
andience with the Emperor, they expericnced 2 notzble
dseachastment.  To them it was 2 matter of life and
death.  To him it was but 2 troublesome trifle, for the
consideration of winch be grudsed to spere 2 moment
dedicated o the Imperial plesseyes. For a long time
they conld pot find bim. At last, when they snocesded
in gaining access 10 his sacred persom, be put them off
with fivolities, asked them why they did ot eat pork,
H
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and abruptly left them in the midst of the audience.
Yet that buffoon and monster was the pivot round which
the Roman State revolved. There is, of course, nothing
at the Vatican even remotely resembling the scenes that
disgraced the palaces of the Ceesars. But although the
cause of the pre-occupation is different, the net result is
much the same. The human pivot on which the whole
Roman machine revolves, although a saint instead of a
Ceesar, is still human. Extreme age, frequent infirmities,
together with spiritual pr-eoccupations and a longing for
temporal power, incapacitate the Pope from sparing time
and energy to the consideration of the new problems
which are ever emerging in the modern world.

Even the regular audiences which form part of the
ordinary day’s work of the Vatican have from time to
time to be abandoned. The Pope has barely the
strength necessary to enable him to adequately fulfil
even the comparatively minor role which he understands
and attempts to realise. The wider rdle, until we have a
younger Pope and a reconstituted Curia, is utterly out of
the question. At present the real control of the Holy
See must remain largely in the hands of an enfourage
of permanent officials, with whom, as with any men in
such a position, there is a constant temptation to post-
pone all subjects that are not absolutely in the day’s
work, and with regard to all else to fall back on the
saying of Louis XV., Aprés nous le dé/uge. But this is
not of the essence of the Papal system. It is rather a
natural shortcoming, which may be rectified,
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CHAPTER VIIL
AT THE RECEPTION OF THE FRENCH PILGRIMS.

Rous, Oct. 26th, 188g.
I HavE just returned from the Vatican, where, in the
Hall of Canonisation, I have attended mass s2id by the
Pope in the presence of the pilgrims of France. These
Freach pilgrimages, the third of which is taking place
this year, are among the most notable ecclesiastico-
poliical events of owr time. Ower ome thousand
Frenchmen, collected from all the dioceses of France,
have arrived by special tramns at Rome, for the purpose
of'assuring the Pope of their wnalterable affection and
devotion. They were recaived yesterday at the Vatican
in a solemn andience, at which, thanks to the kind mter-
veation of Monsignor Jacobini, of the Propaganda, 1 was
privileged to be present in the movel capadty of a
French son of labour. To-day the Pope celebrated
mass, to the great delight of the faithful, not m St
Peter’s, a5 he would have done in olden times when the
Pope was master in Rome, bot in the gorgeoes hall in
which, ender the outspread wings of angels in white and
gold, there is proclaimed the camomisation of those
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whom, all the efforts of the avocato del diavolo notwith-
standing, the supreme authority of the Church decrees
to be on the saints’ “eternal bederoll worthy to
be fyled.” All day for five days before and after Sunday
these French pilgrims are making the round of the holy
sites, filling the air with their pious canticles, saying
their prayers in the sacred sites, and indulging in the
prolonged ecstasy of a great spiritual exercise. It was a
great piece of good fortune which enabled me to witness
these high functions ; and I hasten, while the impression
is still fresh upon my mind, to set down for the benefit
of those at home some account of what I have just seen
and heard.

The situation here is profoundly interesting. Every
one feels that the two opposing parties are coming at
last to death grips. Signor Crispi’s speech the other
day at Palermo is but one among many signs that the
bitter feud between the Italian Government and the
Pope is so far from being appeased, that at any moment
events may precipitate a violent and, it may be, a tragic
solution of the great controversy. *Long live the Pope-
King !” “Long live the Pope-King!” was the cry which
burst from the crowded and enthusiastic company which
yesterday fell on their knees before Leo XIIL, as,
pteceded by his great ostrich feather fans, and borne on
the shoulders of his attendants, he slowly made his way
to the improvised throne from which he addressed a
discourse to the workmen of France. But outside the
doors of the Vatican, directing our carriages this way
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and chat with the amtocrmatic ambority of 2 London
polbormen, were the gendarmes of Itzly ; while dose to
the gates of the Popes pelace lay, ready to be called
%0 3oms Gt 2 momment’s motios, the Itlam garmison.
winch comld be rehed wpom to blow the Pope zad 21l
bos Cardimals 25 ok 25 the dome of St Peter’s, of ever
tihe Republic, whose sons yesterday accizmmed the Pope-
Kiimg, were 8o make the least attempt o re-estebhsh the
temporall smthority of Leo XTIL over the capitel of
umited [ialy. Scidom hawe I seem so momch zieh m
solntiom so close 0 so mmch acd, with so sheht 2
bumier between.  Imagine the Pope soddenly semed
in the midst of Belfast, with the portels of his palace
gumded by the domghey, sash-wearmy weterans of Dr
EKooe and Dr. Hiamz, aad you have some kond of zn
adien of the intrase amtsgonrsm winch creates 50 mmch
of thr dumnstic interest of the simatiom at Rome
Imzgine, finther, 2 deputstion frome the Catholics of
Dublm wating wpom the Holy Father to protest ther
umalicrable determametion 0 do thowr wtmost 1o halp
ki to howe, 25 bis amciemt and waditoms] right the
mess otlichizted in the chorch of Dr. Hanmz, and you
cm form some motion of the efort produced on both
cmps by the advent of these Frenchmen, who, with
beamers and badges, 2nd mo end of epmscopal broe-
dictions. kewe come to the sumb of the Aposties to
pry ther homaze at the feet of the Pope-Kmg. Ewery-
thiny scoms tendine %0 2 violeat issue of the lomg
comtroversy betwesn Leo sad Humbert  The Itakans
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protest, no doubt truly enough, that they will not make
a single movement of any kind to precipitate the long-
expected solution. But they expect that it will come in
spite of their policy of quiescence, and they do not
pretend to lament the coming of a crisis which would
enable them to get rid, once for all, of the enemy within
their gates. The pilgrims protest that their mission is
in no sense political. I saw yesterday the son of M.
Harmel, who is the organiser of the pilgrimage, and
nothing could be more explicit than his account of the
spirit which prompted this great popular demonstration.
““If you ask me personally,” he said, “whether I think
that it would be right to restore the Temporal Power, if
needs be by force of arms, I am quite of opinion that it
would be right. Nay, more, I personally would be glad
to fight and die in so glorious a cause. But that is only
a personal opinion. The pilgrims have not come to
make war or to demand anything political. They come
simply and solely to testify their sympathy, their affec-
tion, and their devotion to the Head of the Church.”
This is no doubt true. But the Crusades began in
pilgrimages. And the wars which drenched the East
with blood had their origin in the pious promenades of
the faithful to the Holy Sepulchre. History may not
repeat itself; but if the Italian Government were to
forbid the influx of thousands of able-bodied Frenchmen
who come to acclaim the Pope-King within the kingdom
of King Humbert, who can say what consequences might
not ensue ?



Taz Frevow Procams. 119

- Semdzy ztt Rowe s mot, to the weyfaring men who
sojoares for 2 time i the dity of the Crzsws zad of the
Popes, vary Sesbbsticsl. Youm mmss most of 2lll the pesls
of charch bells which m Emrland sake the mmw wibrase
withh mosic, amd m Rossie Sl the ear with 2 desp
pathetie hammony of spamd.  Im 2l this city of dhordhes
there s ke amdible m the culy momimz but the mamle
of the wamcws znd cabs, and the wumescal dmsdony
Justify the mdctment of the bellnmger 25 the crestor of
a pubic musamce. The folmge om the tress i the
Pimciam Gardens, om winch I 2m Jookimz ouwt 25 I zm
writting, &= mot stzimed wiith the ammsom of @xttrmn ; the
sky s 2s bloe s that of sm Englich June; and one of the
most cuioes festures—mot I the progremme of the
grest Tevcpiiom—was the preseoce of 2 few browmrred
aowd i the very presence of the Pope. < Poor e
thimg ™ said 2 swost-festured Iridh mun who stood by me
im the press, “I wonder if be had his ticket of admis-
som!” It was mot of bmtterfies, howewer, that the
aowd wes thmkmr, 25 it pressed tumelwously rownd
the fall bomer of the goldimeh-wmiormed hollberdiers
wiho, with ther white plmoes and steel helmets, stood
ke statwes im the hell, keeping, 25 best they could, the
enthnsizon of the devontt from biocking wp the pessage
dowm wiich the Pope was to mike ks way from his
pilaceprson to the caimsom throne wiach had beem
rased i the crmire of the hall  “ Pilpoms, rememiber,”
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said L’Abbé Séré, who delivered the address to the pil-
grims on the eve of their departure—¢‘remember that
the Vatican is not only a prison and a Calvary, it is also
a Sinai, where an infallible word makes itself heard.
For you the Vatican is a veritable Tabor, where the
grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will manifest
itself in the person of the successor of Peter.” Around
the head of every pilgrim, they were told, there would
develop a dazzling aureole, from the mere fact of their
visit to the Holy Father. Before assembling in the
Vatican on Sunday morning, the faithful had been wound
up to a great pitch of enthusiasm. Some of them had
seen the foot of Saint Theresa ; others had been down to
the subterranean passages, where St. Luke is said by tra-
dition to have composed the story of the Acts of the
Apostles; while others that very morning had paid a
pious pilgrimage to the marble effigy that represents the
mortal remains of St. Cecilia, that rest under the altar
in the church of St. Cecilia in the Trastevere. What
with prayers, and hymns, and pilgrimages, they were
excited to the highest point; and hence it was not to be
wondered at that, when the waving plumes of ostrich and
peacock feathers heralded the approach of the scarlet
palanquin in which the Pope was borne through the hall
to the scarlet throne, a wild cry of enthusiasm broke out,
which was kept up with endless repetition during the
whole of the Pontifical progress down the hall. The
Pope, who looked exceedingly well in his scarlet and
ermine-trimmed robes, distributed his blessing to the
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right and the lefft of the applandimy meltmnde, Seated
m bis elevatied chair, 21 present kad an escellent view of
the Pope, and he wes well worth lookimy a:—a fme
figure, admimbly smited to plry the comtral réle m 2
great pogeant.  Thze was m his festwres 2 Jook of
mingled sweetmess and of trimmupkh, winch wes moted with
delightt by those who remt the zir with their plmndits
The Holy Father was pleased, pulpebly plessed, 2t dhe
wewas of s fithfs] Fremch, and they om ther pant were
im 2m ecstasy. Wihen be dsmged bis gorzeows pelamgum
for the smpler seden diax om whach he wes borne wp
the steps of his throne, the press to tonch his persom was
almost too grest for the halberdiers to withstznd. Az
st be was camed of m safety, and doly emscomesd
under the scalet cmopy. Brezom-bedmeted guards
Mmmmﬁmmmm&mmm
my canows remmimsormces of the Czsms; the gremt
ostrich plaones towered zloft, remimdimg ws of Ezypt,
winle at imtervals dowm the kall ghesmed the sharp zmd
polished steel of the kalberds of the Pontidcsl Guards. It
was a very sirkimz soene, fall of colowr and cramste
efert.

After the Pope was seatted, the hall became 25 sillemt
3s if those who filled it were 25 dend a5 their feliow-
believers in the Catacombs. Then 2 Fremch Cardimal,
mwisible to all but those mmeditely smrrosmdimg the
throme, begam to read the address of the Fremch wook-
men and pexumts composimy the plizrimage The
Yoioe Was moit mmsical, mor wes it for the most port
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intelligible. The address, however, contained much
good semse. It was, roughly and baldly stated, an
appeal to the Holy See to play the same excellent role
in the solution of all social and labour questions
throughout the world which Cardinal Manning has
played in the dockers’ strike. There, was, of course,
no tactless reference to Cardinal Manning. But the
spirit of the address was unmistakable.

The address recalled the fact that but a short time
ago the Pope had expressed approval of an international
regulation of the conditions of labour, and expressed
the utmost confidence that the working classes would
find in the Pope and his Church the effective guardian
of their rights. There was much that was touching in
the address. Lord save us, they cried, or we perish—
perish beneath a moral pestilence which has invaded the
world of labour, attacking at once morality, justice,
human dignity, and domestic life. But how can this
pestilence be averted? In old days, when the great
Gregory occupied the throne of St. Peter, a pious pro-
cession to the Cathedral is said to have had such an
effect upon the pestilence, that when they reached the
Tiber, the good Pope saw over the Castle of St. Angelo
the Archangel Michael sheathing his sword, and the
pestilence was stayed. The figure of the angel still
stands in bronze on the summit of the old castle; but
the French pilgrims had other suggestions to make as to
the method of staying the plague which was eating its
way into the veins of human society. What they
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demanded was that the Pope should seek to woite 2l
who care for the welare of the working mam m smpport
of the followiny legislative prosremme:—

1. To motect children from emmly, escessive, and
dangerons Rabowmr

2. To resttore the mother of the famdlly to ber howse-
hold 2ad domestic duties.

3 To establish the six days” workmng wesk; and

4 To seoure shorter howrs of bboar

The good Fremchmen did mot condescend mpom par-
ticekas 25 to how these thimes showid be accomplishad,
but they evadently meznt that # should be efocted by
kegislaion, amd by imtometiomsl legislatom They
‘-:-.'Jé mmmwt}i
constant increrse of taxstion causad by the zrmed peace
of Emope Fimally, they implored his Holmess to
vecall the world to the duty of gearanesing the working
mam, whose labowr & his only resomrce, the security of
drem, 0 brmz them wp ke Chritiams, and to meke
some provisiom for ramy deys. A solesbly comprehen-
aSve progrmmee to present to the Pope. If adopsed
serously, #t woulkd meke the Holy See the bead cemtre
of 2 Cheistom Intermationsl, and r2lly the Ixbowrimg
popuiiation romnd the Chwrch 2s their grest stay zmd
diefemce.

The Cardamal hewing ended, the Pope began to read his
regly.  He bed written it out on severzl sheets of foolscap,
winch be bidd @ both honds 25 be read it ont to the
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listening crowd. At first his voice was clearly audible,
but soon nothing was heard but a low, indistinct murmur,
He gesticulated freely, reading, although inaudibly, with
dramatic vehemence, turning from side to side as if to
address all portions of the audience in turn. A good
deal of the Pope’s speech was only the usual platitudi-
nous commonplace about charity, the obligations of the
rich to the poor, and the wickedness of the unbeliever,
which, of course, may be taken for granted, like the
elaborate compliments with which every Indian prince
begins his despatches to the government of India. Our
translators always begin the English version of their cor-
respondence by the words “after compliments,” and
‘“after commonplaces” may appropriately condense the
first half of Pontifical deliverances. The Pope did not
in so many words accept the role of the Socialist leader
of the world. But he is willing to move in that direction,
and his speech was plain enough as an intimation of his
tendencies. The following passage is one which, taken
in connection with the nature of the address to which it
is a reply, and allowing for the evil traditions of intense
Conservatism which linger round the Vatican, is signifi-
cant enough:—

¢ It is above all things incumbent upon those in power to saturate
themselves with this truth, that to exorcise the peril which menaces
society, neither human laws, nor the repressive measures of magis-
trates, nor the arms of soldiers will suffice ; that which is above all
things indispensable is that the Church should be free to revive
divine precepts in the souls of men—to extend over all classes of
society her salutary influence, that by means of regulations and of
wise and equitable measures they should guarantee the interests of
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Iabour, they should protect youth, the feebleness and la sissios
towte drmestigue de iz femome, the right and duty of Senday rest, and
thereby should emcourage i families 2s in individwals purity of
moeals and the habits of a well-ordered and Christian life. The
pablic good, mot less than justice and matwral right, demand that
this should be done.”

That is the Pope’s socizl programme, and on the whole,
although not quite so dearly accentuated zs it may yet
become, holds ocat good promise of future development.
As the Pope went on to condemn inordinate profits and
rapid and disproportionate gains, Leo XIII. seems in
a fair way to found 2 dazim to canomisztion on an
anathema of 10 per cent.
although he declared it to be incompatible with real
independence, would not hinder bim in the least from
becoming the leader of the Social Democracy of the
world, if he could bat forget his yearnings for temporal
aunthority in Rome, the Pope gave us zll his blessing.
He was then hoisted up into his palanquin, and the
Poatifical cortige departed amid great cheers. The pil-
grims then crowded to kiss the chair on which the Pope
had sat, and rubbed rosaries against the palanquin in
which he had been borne through the hall. “They are
quite in ecstasy,” remarked 2 Russizn to me. But the
ecstasy after all was far less wonderful than that which
glowed on the faces of the pilgrims whom I saw at
Troitsa last year. After all, it is difficalt to get wp as
much steam when you go pilgriming by cheap trip as
when you tramp oa foot to a shrine across a continent.
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To-day we had mass celebrated in the same hall by
the Pope. He was a stately figure, and the ceremonial
was performed with all the pomp and glory of the Roman
rite. He looked extremely well, and went through the
service with vigour and apparent ease. His voice after
one hour and a half service—for there were two masses,
of which he was the celebrant in the first—was clear and
unbroken as he pronounced the benediction. The music
was good, the congregational singing of the psalm at the
close was full of power and feeling. It might have been
mistaken for the singing at a good camp-meeting, or at
Mr. Spurgeon’s, or at one of the Presbyterian churches
north of the Border.

The imposing figure at the altar was very fine, and
the effect of the burst of sunshine which from time to
time streamed in through the great windows over the
gilded helmets and the gleaming halberds was very
beautiful. After the second mass was ended, the con-
gregation vociferously cheered the Pope, who departed
amid general jubilation. The leaders of the pilgrims,
who had received Holy Communion from the hands of
his Holiness, then marshalled their procession, with all
its banners, and the great function was at an end. Who
can say, however, when we shall see the end of the
impetus which the visit may have given to the Socialist
tendencies of the Pope ?

The following is a translation of the Address pre-
sented to the Holy Father, and read by his Eminence
Cardinal Langenieux (Archbishop of Rheims) :—
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 Most Holy Father,—I bave the sigeal honour of presenting
to your Holiness the first group of the pilgrimage of French wock-
men, who come to bring to your fzet not caly 2n evidence of ther
faith and of their love, but also a respectful expressiom of their
gratitude, 2nd of their filial confidence in your paternal and all-

protection.

¢ Full sure (both as Christians and as having been reminded of it
by your Holiness), foll sare, I say; that the Charch has zlways
watched with 2 jealous care over the working classes, that it is she
who has ennobled toil and prociaimed it'to be meritorices in the
eyes of God, they heard with the greatest joy the words of your
Holiness two years ago—thar this same Church, in those past times
when her voice was more carefully listened to and obeyed, zme to
the aid of the toilers in 2 far more substantial way than by ber charity
and lasgess ; that she created and encomraged those great guilds
which have lent sach powerful 2id to the progress of the arts
and manufactures, 2nd procured for the workmen 2 larger portion
of ease and well-being; they heard that she had imposed this
ealous care of hers spon all her smrroundings of social mfieence,
so that it was observable im the statntes and ordimances of the
towns and boroughs, 2s also in their definitions of the power of the
commoawealth,

““Yoar Holiness bhas assured us that the Church coatinues
to-day this work of bers im times past. With what an cffesion of
gratitude did these workmen of ours receive yoar words, most Holy
Father, when yoa 2dded : ‘We will sot czase from petting into
practice for the amelioration of your lot all that ot duty and car
paternal heart may saggest to us.’

¢ And, indeed, it is bat some few months since that your Holi-
ness deigued to praise the project of providing, by some inmter-
naticeal legislation between the industrial peoples of Earope, for
the protection of the working class from those evils which make a
Christian man suffer most—those of his home.

¢ Our thanks, Holy Father, in the name of the great family of
toilers! Those who make the lot of the workman their care will
wnite their efforts to protect young children from the perils of

to red the her in her houschold and in
matural dutics, to protect all workers against excessive labowr by
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preventing the extension of the working hours beyond their normal
limit, to guarantee the Sunday rest—hoping to be able to thus com.
bat, in an efficacious manner, the moral plague which is insinuating
itself into the very blood of human society.-

¢ Yes, Holy Father, we repeat it. A moral plague invades at
this hour the whole working world; it attacks at once ¢ the morality,
the right, the human dignity, and the life of the workman ’—(comp.
letter of Monsignor Jacobini to M. Demitius : 1 Mar., '89)—those
four great points which—as your Holiness has declared—should
never be attacked or compromised. Every day brings a new and
more evident proof of the justice of the judgment passed by your
Holiness npon the modern schools of political economy. “Steeped
in unbelief, they consider lahour as the supreme end of man—him-
self a machine of greater or less value according as he is more or
less fit for production.’

It is but the logical result of the present organisation of
our society, which reposes no longer on the basis of faith. And
the evil is augmented yet more by the burdens imposed upon industry
on the part of the continually increasing action of usurious specula-
tion, as well as by constant rise of the taxes, which must obviously
be unnaturally swelled in nations which are perpetually in arms one
against the other.

¢In the face of this situation, which is no creation of theirs,
which they are obliged to submit to, and which violence would hut
accentuate, the working classes, unable either effectually to help
their brethren or to obtain adequate representation in the national
councils (through the lack of those very guilds which your Holiness
has so warmly praised), would be left isolated, abandoned to their
own resources, at once desirous and unable to revolt, if they
had not recourse to the Church, whose sacred power has always
weighed with all its influence in the scale of the Christian Republic
—and even in our time—for we have memorable and consoling
examples of your Holiness’s action in this matter.

¢¢ Moreover, Holy Father, while some, under the influence of
those egotistical ideas which at present rule the world, seek, in the
perpetual antagonism of employer and employed, the remedy for
these evils, and cousider themselves unable to arrive at a part of
their rights but Ly the upsetting of society—while others, again,
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bope, by thewr own mividne] efforts—generors 2pd porseveriag, it
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now st the feet of your Hollorss, 2nd 28 those whom they repre-
pemt, soboit themseives, 25 Chritims in obadarnce 1o God, o the
paimfnl comseguences of thear bomdde station. They wnderstamd
thet s ovils ave dne mot 50 mmch 0 the Hl-wl of indivadnels 25 10
the decprocted cxxses of the Jsorgersstion of sofiety—they
repodiste the ide of apy posooel batred, sy attempts agzmst
eTpenty, amy reveilt agannst anthory, a0y reoorse to Vilent mweEns
h&-ﬁmdmh—hﬂry@cﬂm:&md
the z2l, whose prosince it i $o protect the mterests of
nsmnﬂ Mdﬁaz—-;&m-hg-uhs
rendiers their need of peotection prester.  And, Biting thelr eyes yo2
Iagher %o thet bright semonit from which all trooh, 2l Geiliserion
heve Bowed, they BR their hands and voices 2o you, Haly Facher,
in whom they so= the Vicoperent of the sutharty zad fatherbood of
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“Their confidence will mot be in vain. They know iz whemn
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peoples, i the Allacution of last Febrmary, that “ The Chusch
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¢ May your Holiness—so much tried itself by the injustice of
men—associate to its own august cause, so dear to our hearts, the
humble one of its children, and liberally bestow an abundance of
all celestial blessings upon these French workmen, upon their
families, upon their toil, and upon its results.”

To which his Holiness Pope Leo XIII. read the
following reply :—

¢ Two years ago a numerous phalanx of working-men—come
from France—gronped themselves around us on this spot. To them
our year of Jubilee was opening under the happiest auspices, and
they were bringing us the first-fruits, as it were, of the manifesta-
tions of the Catholic world. That day left a profound and grateful
impression mpon our mind, an impression which your presence,
dear children, and the noble words which have just been addressed
to us in your name by his Eminence the Cardinal who leads this
pilgrimage, can but revive and render ineffaceable for ever. Wel-
come! The homage which you are paying to the Head of the
Catholic Church at this moment reveals the foundation of your
thoughts. You have grasped the fact—at once by your hearts and
your intelligences—that in Religion alone can you find consolation
in the midst of your weariness and perpetual miseries here below.
Religion alone, indeed, has the power 1o present immortal hopes to
your mind. Religion alone can ennoble your toil, by lifting it to
the level of human dignity and freedom. Hence it is that you could
give no higher proof of wisdom than is afforded by your confiding
to her your present and your future destinies. And on this point
we are happy to confirm here the words which we uttered on
another occasion, and which yon have just recalled to us. We
would even insist once again on those truths, persuaded, as we are,
that your welfare, as that of others, depends upon the establishment
in society of the work and teachings of the Church. :

¢ Heathenism, as you know, boasted that it had solved the
social problem, by depriving the weaker portion of humanity of its
rights, by crushing its aspirations, by paralysing its intellectual and
moral faculties, and by reducing it to a state of absolute impotence.
This was slavery. Christianity came to tell the world that the
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entire buman {amily, withont any distinctions of patrician 2md ple-
beian, was called to take part in a divine mberitance ; it declared
that all had egnal title to be called sons of the Father in Heaven,
that all had been bonght'by the same price ; it tanght that labour
was, on this earth, the patural condition of man ; that fo accept it
with conrage was to him an honour and a proof of wisdom ; that to
attempt 10 escape it was at once to show cowardice and to fzill in a
sacred and fandamental dnty.
" “In order to comfort the more efficacionsly toilers and the poor,
the Divine Founder of Christianity deigned to add example to His
teachings. He had not where to lay His bead ; He experienced
the hardships of hunger and thirst ; He passed His poblic and His
private life in weariness, in angmish, and in misery. According to
His doctrine the rich man was, 25 Tertollizn puts i, ‘ Merely
God’s steward upon earth;’ to him were addressed the rales con-
cerning temporal goods 3 to him the Savionr’s formidable menaces
if be should barden bis heart against the anfortunate and the poor.

¢ Nevertheless, even this was not enongh. It remained to draw
the two classes togethér, to establish between them an indissoluble
rcligions bond. For this work came Charity., She created 2 new
social bond, and gave it a strength and a softness till then anlknown ;
she farsished by ber perpetual increase a remedy for 211 evils, 2
comsolation for all pains ; and she had the power, throngh her -
pumersble works and ustitutions, to excite a noble and zealoms
rivalry in generosity towards the unfortenate.

¢ Such was the one solution by which, for all the inevitable in-
equality of human stations, life conld be rendered supportable. For
centaries this solution was accepted universally, 2nd on all nniver-
sally imposed. Without doubt there took place beneath it, now
and again, acts of insubordination and revolt; but they were slways
Jocal and apart. Faith was too deep-rooted in men’s minds jor 2
mﬂdme@ewh&ap‘:ﬂc No one would
have 4 of g the legii of this foundation of
mdy,umvoddhmimd&cvmmskdnspavmd
distarbing upon this point the minds and bearts of the people, of
attempting the total rein of the common weal. As for the nature of
those fll-starred doctrines and events which afterwards roined the
edifice so patiently raised by the Cburch, we have mentioned 1t

>
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elsewhere—we will not come back to it now. What we demand
is a new cohesion of its parts, a new stability of that building, to be
arrived at by a return to the spirit and doctrines of Christianity, in
the revival in all their essentials, in their various practical
virtues, and in whatever forms the times allow—those industrial
guilds which of old, steeped in Christian thought and inspired by
the maternal solicitude of the Church, provided for the religions
and material needs of the workmen, eased their toil, guarded their
savings, defended their rights, and insisted, in righteous measure,
upon their legitimate complaints. What we demand is that, by a
sincere return to the principles of Christianity, there should be re-
established between master and man, between capital and labour,
that harmony and union which is the unique bulwark for the
safety of their mutual interests, and upon which depend at once
private welfare and public tranquillity and peace.

¢ Round about you, my dear children, thonsands of other toilers
are afoot, who, seduced by false doctrines, think to find a remedy for
their ills in laying low that which is, as it were, the very essence of
civil and political life,—in the destruction and annihilation of pro-
perty. Vain dreams! They will throw themselves against a wall
of immovable laws which nothing can destroy. They will but in-
carnadine their way, strew it with ruins, sow in it anarchy and dis-
cord, and in this act will only aggravate their own miseries, and call
upon themselves the curses of honest men. No. The remedy is to
be found neitber in the perverse and subversive aims and actions of
these, nor in the seductive but erroneous theories of those others;
it lies entirely in the faithful accomplishment of those duties which
are incumbent upon all classes of society—in the respect and main-
tenance of the attributes and functions proper to each in particular.
These truths, these duties, it jis the mission of the Church to
proclaim aloud and to inculcate to all.

¢ There must be heart and bowels of compassion among the ruling
classes for those who gain their bread by the sweat of their brow ;
a curb mast be put upon their insatiable greed of wealth, of luxury,
and of pleasures, which, both above and below, still increases and
spreads. In all ranks is to be found this thirst for pleasure, and as
all cannot satisfy it, there results a vast discontent, which can only
breed perpetual revolt and insurrection.
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necessity of a real independence and true liberty in the exercise of
our apostolic mission becomes more and more evident. As good
Catholics, remain faithfol, my dear children, to this most noble
cause. Do your best, and let each do it in his own sphere, in its
defence and for its speedy triumph.

¢¢ And now, dear children, go back into your country, into that
France where, notwithstanding all its individual and passing errors,
I have never seen the ardour for good grow less or the flame
of generosity and self-sacrifice pale. Go back to your homes, and
prove by your conduct that in these associations where the religious
principle reigns, reign also with it brotherly love, peace, sobriety,
discipline, the spirit of household thrift and y. Go, and may
the grace of the Lord accompany you everywhere, assist you, protect
you, sustain you in your weariness, encourage you in giving you a
foretaste, even here, of the ineffable joys which flow from virtue, and
which give hope of a better life in the Fatherland of all who
believe.

< Jt is with eyes and hands lifted up to heaven that we raise, that
we will raise daily, for you, dear children, such desires, such sup-
plications, and such prayers ; meanwhile, and as an earnest of those
heavenly favours, we accord you the Apostolic Benediction, we
bless you, all you here present, with all the warmth of our heart,
—which is a father’s; we bless your wives—your children—your
families. We bless your chiefs, your masters, those who do you
good—as also all the pious congregations to which you may belong.”




CHAPTER IX.
THE POPE AND THE SOCIAL QUESTION.

Ir the Vatican is once more to lead the modern world, it
will have to come into touch withit It will have to
know its facts, to be familiar with its problems, to master
its difficultes, and to enter with discernment and
sympathy into all the phenomena of life. In other
words, the Church will have to do in Christendom what
it does outside Christendom. If it is to regain its old
position, it maust do it by the old way. He who would
be chief must be servant of all. If it would win back
the mind of the age to a realising faith in the love of
God, it must convince the unbeliever of the reality of its
love for man No Church which, in Longfellow’s fine
phrase, is not as lofty as the love of God, and wide as
are the wants of man, can ever hope to be universal
Any real need of bumanity neglected by the Charch
creates a schism for which the Church itself is primarily
responsible. That Church will most speedily gather the
human race within its borders which is most helpfal to
the human race. The growth of religions is but one
continuous application of the great doctrine Do xf des.
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Give, and it shall be given unto you, is the divine law,
from which not even the successor of St. Peter can be
exempt.

How came Christianity to transform the world?
Because Christians found in their faith a spring of
energy sufficient to induce them to die gladly, in order
that they might help and save the meanest and worst ot
their enemies. They brought brotherhood to the slave,
help to the sick, food to the starving, and the infinite
radiance of an eternal hope into the lives of men. If
the Church can do the same to-day in similar measure,
its triumph is assured. But is it possible? I do not
see any impossibility. The two great factors remain the
same. Humanity is still sick at heart and sore of limb.
The boundless aspirations of the human heart are no
more satisfied by the negations of modern materialism
than they were when the followers of the Nazarene were
burnt as torches to illumine the gardens on the site of
which St. Peter’s now stands. And if there be not that
love of God which led the early Christians to lay down
their lives for the brethren, that assuredly is not because

_mankind cannot appreciate such testimony, but because
love has grown cold in the heart of the Church. Of
Churches, as of individuals, it may be said that they
enter into the kingdom prepared from the foundations
of the world, or are cast into outer darkness, exactly as
to the least of these My brethren they fulfil or neglect
the simple duties of brotherly love. “I was an hungered,
and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me
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deink : I was a stramger, and ye took me in: maked,
and ye dothed me: I was sick, and ye wisited me: 1
was in priscm, and ye came wnto me” 11 15 the supreme
test alike of the Sopreme Judge 2t the kst 2ssize, and of
the valzar, sclfish cresteres who make wp the mass of
menkind Whatewer may be said 2s to the root of the
trer which bezrs such wseful frumt, it 3s the fron thar
convinces the omtsider, who is guite 25 enccremonices
with Chswrches which bear nothing but the leaves of
ceremoenizl and rites 2s was Jesus of Nazareth with the
barren fis-iree.

When I was on my way to Rome, humrymz south-
ward alomg the kme thet leads from Pisa 1o Rome, the
trzin was suddenly drawn up with a jerk that threw s
from omr seats.  As we rushed 0 the windows, the buter
wail of 2 woman's voice 1zng hormbly through the silent
might A moment more, and we could see her pacing
backwards and forwards, wringing ber hands, 2nd orying
zlond in the very frenvy of pessiomate despzir. We were
at 2 level crossing. Her heshond, who was tryimg to
lead bhis horse and cart acyoss the line, had been run
over. The horse without its stood motonless 25
a staime i the shafts, gazing stolidly at the tzin that kay
acress its path. It was black miche; in the neizghbour-
ing bowses we could see the hghtod windows, and not a2
quarter of a millc off we could discern dimly the dark
omline of 2 villaze thromgh the trees. The only sound
was that women's ay of agony. Afier a pause, the
search commenced.  The body of the unfortunate man
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was found under the carriages at the rear of the train.
When he was extricated he was breathing. Blood was
streaming from a great wound on his brow, and although
but barely conscious, he did not appear to have suffered
any mutilation. They were going to lay the poor wretch
on the ground, when an old English resident in Italy,
who happened to be in the train, interfered, and suc-
ceeded in getting him placed on a truckle bed in the
wayside cabin. But there our resources seemed to dis-
appear. The woman wailed on. A group of curious
passengers gathered round the wounded man, who might
at any moment breathe his last. A couple of priests
hurried up, ready to administer consolation to the dying.
But of intelligent, practical, helpful human service there
was next to none. Instead of putting him into the train
and carrying him on to the station, which was not ten
minutes off, where he might have found a doctor and a
nurse, there was a general jabbering and gesticulating ;
then we all took our seats, and the train moved on,
leaving the poor bleeding wretch to his fate. Whether
he recovered, or whether he succumbed to his injuries, no
one knew. As we slowly steamed away the woman was
still wringing her hands, and the masterless horse still
stood motionless in the roadway. A moment more and
they were left behind in the black and silent night.
There was no lack of kindly sentimental sympathy
among the passengers, but they were utterly at a loss
how to give it effect. There was no one to take the lead,
to initiate, to direct. And therein, the more I think of
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that sombre scene, the more does it appear to be an
only too grimly faithfol fllestration of cur present social
tion, bruised ‘and bleeding, but still comscions, lies the
lackless proletaire. The bitter ary of his helpless women-
folk pierces the silence, but no one knows what to do, or
how to belp. Spiritmal consolation is not wanting in
case he were to die; but of intellizent, efiective assist-
ance, t0 epable him 1o kve, there is next to none. We
stand and chatter, and express unavailing sympathy for a
time, and then we harry on, leaving him to his fate.

It s not want of good fesling. It is Lack of direction,
the absence of imtcllizent understanding of what ought
20 be done and bow o do it.  The world s full of such
instances, and would welcome oely too eagetly any
organisation which browght s2gacity and enlightened
sympathy to the assistance of those who have not where-
withal to lead 2 buman Lfe. This is the supreme test
which is being applied, not merdly to the Roman
Church, but to all Churches and all awilisations. It
would be intolerance of the worst kind to refose to hail
with anxious welcome the faint but unmistakable indica-
tions which the present Pope has given of his desire to
realise the duty that is incambent wpon all Christian
men. He may be but haif awake to the pressing im-
poctance of the social question. But be is groping
eagerly forward, and it would be treason 0 humanity to
bid him stand aside and cease his efforts, merely becanse
be wears a threscrowned hat and damms to bold the
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keys of Heaven in his grasp. We shall doubt less
his claims to hold the keys of Heaven if he succeeds
in making this world a little less of a hell. Therein lies
the only path by which he can regain his supremacy of
influence over the lives and the hearts of men.

When Gregory the Great was told one day thata
solitary unknown beggar had been found dead from
starvation in the streets of Rome, he excommunicated
himself for having allowed such a thing to happen in a
city under his rule. For days he abstained from com-
munion, shutting himself up in his silent cell, to make
atonement by tears and penance for his sin of omission
towards that poor starveling. If Leo the Thirteenth
can imbue his clergy throughout the world with some-
thing of the spirit that drove St. Gregory to his peniten-
tial cell, he will soon have cause to forget the miserable
temporalities of his departed kingdom in the glories of
the Empire which he will found in the love and affection
of mankind. Whether he or any of his successors will
prove equal to this high emprise who can venture to
say? For my own part I am disposed to hope. The
destruction of the Temporal Power has abolished that
which was the chief obstacle in the way of the Church
allying itself frankly and sincerely with the common
people. And the tribulation which the Pope has had to
suffer from the Italian Government has been calculated
to rid the Holy See of many inveterate fallacies, which
rendered it practically useless as an instrument of social
reform. There is no teaching like that of experience to
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cahghten the Cherch 25 to the absurdity of s fetish
worship of zuthority and of material force.  The cant of
Jegality—as if an injustice became ane whit more toler-
able becamse it was comsearated by a law—is being
pretty severcly shaken t0 pieces i the mind of the Pope
by the kegislaton of the Itakan Government.  The Pope
and his comnsellors, after centuries of demination, have
pow begun to Jearn what it is 0 be mnder the harrow of
oppression. It will meke them more sympathetic with
sulferers all over the world, 2nd more ready to Jook
bekind the letter of parchment law to the Justice or in-
Justice of the edict agzinst which baman beings are r=ing
m revolt. The socoessive comBscations to which the
Charch has been sebjected will tend in the szme divec-
tion. A Chmrch that is groaninr under the weizht of
its treasures cannot be trested 10 defend the canse of the
poor azainst the rich.  Not wntil, 25 in Ircland, it is the
poverty-siricken Church of the poor, can .t really
become the tribume of the people, and vindicate with
bearty sywpathy the rights of the down-trodden and
oppressed agzinst their wealthy 2nd insclent oppressors.

While the ultimate aim of the Church mestever be
to teach men 10 lead the divine ke, 1t s ape of the most
promising signs of the times that the Holy See is be-
smming 10 wse the orgamization at its disposal to belp
mea to secere the comditions of 2 human existence.
Nothing can be more certzin than that the Holy Father
s a Socizlist 2t beart—a sanctibed Socalist, no doubt.
but one who s beat wpon rezlising 2s mech Socializm as
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can be obtained within the limits of the Ten Com-
mandments. His zeal, it may be, is not according to
knowledge. He is surrounded by Congregations or
managing committees, who are competent to advise him
upon all manner of things ecclesiastical and theological.
But he has no consulters worth speaking of who can give
him help or guidance in dealing with the complicated
phenomena of social and industrial life. He is a theorist,
a philosopher, rather than a practical man, and, like all
idealists, is apt to imagine that he can rush in where men
of experience would fear to tread. But when he comes
to deal with the social question seriously, he will find
that it is not a matter to be disposed of in the platitudes
of an Encyclical, or by the pious aspirations of a devout
soul. He has first to recognise his limitations, which
after all are the conditions of his strength, and then to
discover the direction in which he can most effectively
utilise the unique advantages of his position. The be-
setting temptation of the Holy See is to imagine that it
has a'peculiar dispensation which exempts it from the
necessity of taking the same pains to avoid blunders
which are obvious to all who do not dwell in the atmo-
sphere of infallibility. As a result, the Pope, with

" the best intentions in the world, makes blunders which

react disastrously upon his prestige. There is some-
thing almost pathetic in the fatuity of his action in
relation to the social question in Ireland. There, if
anywhere, it might have been expected that he would
have avoided the mistakes into which he actually fell.
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His condemmation of the ssbscription to Mr. Pamnell,
and his famous *“ Rescript ” condemning boycotting and
the Plan of Campaign, may bave been mtrimsically

right or intrimsically wrong., Of that I szy nothing.
What s catzin s, thet in both cases his Holiness

neglectad to tzke the most ordinary preczutions needful ;

to ascertain the facts of the case upon which ke was
proncuncing, and 25 a resait he excited in the most
that the Holy Sec had been tampered with. The more
1 dive into the secret history of the Persico “ Rescript,”
the more utterly incomprehensible does it zppear.  To
laench 2 bolt from the blue in that fashion, contrary to
the wmzent coumsz]l of the trusted emvoy whom you
had depeted to examine into the sabject om the spot,
2nd without even waiting to hear a single word of ex-
planation from your own Irish Archbishop, who was
actuzlly in attendance in the Pzpal antechamber im
order to explain the action which you zre about to con-
demn, is conduct that jestifies 2 considerable misgiving
a5 o whether the Holy See is likely to be more of a
blessing than 2 puisznce i the fiddd of sociz] geform. |,

The Pope, however, has had a lesson. He zlso has' ™
Jearned something of the need for Hoame Rule In

future he will do nothing of that sost without zt least
That prodent resolve, if resolutely adbered to and logi-
cally carried out in other jons, will enable him to
zvmd”plﬁlk-lo  he would otherwise have

& &=
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plunged headlong. After all, it does not require a divine
revelation to recognise that a competent and conscientious
bishop on the spot, familiar with all the local circum-
stances, and face to face with all the practical difficulties,
is more likely to see where the line of wisdom and
justice lies than the greatest Pope who ever sat in the
chair of St. Peter—a very high seat, no doubt, but one
which does not give its occupant eyes that see unto the
ends of the earth. The autocratic associations of the
Cesars still haunt the Imperial city. The idea of
centralisation is one of the most inveterate of the moral
miasmas of Rome. Of course, if the Pope could claim
special divine revelation, affording him infallible guidance
both as to the facts and as to the judgment to be pro-
nounced on those facts, there could be no more to be
said. But as not even the most extravagant infallibilist
ventures to make such a claim, the Pope will find, like
other great secular Governments, that decentralisation
is the condition of efficiency, and even of existence.
Home Rule is the key to the solution of other problems
than those of the British Empire. The Pope, no doubt,
will have his uses, even when the affairs of each province
of the Catholic world are left largely to the guidance of
the local hierarchy. But the allowance of a larger
liberty to the local churches in all matters social and
political is the indispensable condition of any intelligent
direction of the moral force of Catholicism.

If the Pope abandoned the attempt to steer the ship
from the shore—the common delusion of mortals who
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have never been to sea—he would be able to devote his
attention more profitably to drawing up sailing directions,
and imparting to his representatives all over the world
the impetus of his social and humanitarian enthusiasm.
There is still plenty of room in the campaign against the
ills of the world for an international Director-General of
the Humanitarian forces of the world. As the world
shrinks, becoming every day, under the plastic influ-
ences of steam and electricity, more and more one
vast parish of cosmopolitan humanity, the need for an
international centre for common action towards common
ends becomes more and more apparent. The Pope
may be in many respects unfitted to occupy that central
post; but he has at least the aspiration to occupy it, and
no mortal starts with greater advantages. If he can but
inspire mankind with a sense of his absolute impartiality
and his unswesving justice, not all the top hamper of
his ecclesiastical paraphernalia and theological mysteries
will prevent his arrival.  This may seem a vain dream to
many who profess to believe much more in the Holy
See than is possible to a Protestant, to whom the
dogma of Infallibility and the spiritual pretensions of
the Pope are simply incredible. But the fact is there.
Mankind bungers and craves for guidance; we ask
only to be led instead of being driven. Aathority of
the Old Order, established by miracle and enforced
by the rack and the stake, has vanished from the
world  Bat authority in the New Era, which speaks
with the voice of reason, which is éstablished on an
K
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incontrovertible basis of established facts, and is sup-
ported by the tangible evidence of great secular services
rendered by its means, will find mankind only too
willing to obey. Human progress has shivered the
old sceptre in the hands of the Pope, but it has left
him free to grasp the new sceptre which is visibly
within his reach.

Will he grasp it?  That is the question which I
have been discussing all day and every day ever since
I came to Rome. He would like to, and yet he is
afraid. Not without cause. Who can say what might
follow if so much exceedingly new wine were poured
into the old bottles? And yet that fear is but a
phase of unbelief. Humanity, wandering forlorn in the
Wilderness of Sin, cries aloud for a new Moses to lead it
across the desert to the Promised Land of the new
social order. It is not for the Vicar of Christ to shrink
back dismayed from the responsibility of answering to
that call.  Leo XIII. is not indisposed to attempt the
great duty. He sees that the supreme chance for the
Church lies in contributing to the solution of the social
question. But here, again, comes upon him the second
phase of the temptation in the wilderness. He is dis-
posed to trust in his infallibility to guide him aright,
and to rely upon the Divine guidance to prevent his
falling into disastrous mistakes, instead of carefully avail-
ing himself of all the simple and commonplace precau-
tions which ordinary mortals know must be taken if
they are to judge justly, act wisely, and give helpful
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CHAPTER X.
THE POPE AND MR. PARNELL,

To us in England Treland is the touchstone of the Papal
claims to play a beneficent réle in the solution of the
social question. I need not here discuss the part played
by Leo XIII. in German politics, where his intervention
in support of Prince Bismarck’s Military Law met the
stout resistance of German Catholics, and excited fierce
indignation in France. That does not concern us. Ire-
land does. There we see the Papal engine in practical
operation. What has the Vatican done for the Irish
peasant?

This question brings me to the heart of the subject—
viz., whether the non-Catholic peoples can be induced to
believe that the Holy See is to be relied upon to exercise
an efficacious and continuous influence on behalf of the
peoples, especially on behalf of the labouring classes.

Before the Holy Father can make himself the inter-
national centre of all efforts made to solve the social
question, by the amelioration of the lot of the workman
and the peasant, he has to overcome a great obstacle in
the shape of a suspicion that he cannot be relied upon to
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act as the tribune of the common pecple, impartially
vindicating the rights of the poor, and insisting with an
autheritative voice epon their just cdlaims. Among
English Liberals there are few who have not arrived at
the conclesion that it is impossible to place any sach
reliance in the Holy See. This conclusion is one which
has been forced upon us by the melancholy experience
of Ireland.

If ever there was any province of the Christian
Church in which the Holy See might have been expected
to exerta beneficial influence on the solation of the socal
question, Ireland is that country. There the people and
their priests are as one. The prest is the father, the
leader, the tribune of his flock. Nowhere s there a
popalation more devoted to the Catholic faith and to the
discharge of their religions duties. The sodal guestion
arose there in its acutest form when the peasantry, con-
fronted by the horrors of eviction and of starvation,
united with their priests to demand from their landiords
and from the English Government some rehief in the
shape of a juster land-tenure and reduced rents.

The justice of these claims was indisputable. Tardily
it has been recognised by the landlords and by the
Government, chiefly owing to the exertions of Mr. Par-
pell, to whom a grateful nation, led by its Episcopate and
its priesthood, was rendering substantial thanks, when
suddenly the Holy See imterfered During the long
stroggle of the peasants for justice and even for life, the
Holy Father was practically dumb. When at Izst Rome
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spoke with decisive voice, it spoke not to support but to
condemn the leader of the Irish race in their struggle for
liberty, for justice, and for the means of subsistence.
The letter *“De Parnellio” was a cruel reminder of the
fact that, although the Holy Father may be infallibly
inspired, he is not always infallibly informed. Nor is
the Holy See beyond the range of political influences
not always of the highest kind.

That is not the only instance of the same sort. The
“Plan of Campaign,” devised by Irish patriots for the
defence of the scanty property of Irish tenants, threat-
ened with confiscation by landlords who took advantage
of a bad season or a fall in prices to seize their holdings,
was publicly approved by the Archbishop of Dublin.
Dr. Walsh knew the facts. He was on the spot. He
was a prelate honoured with the confidence of the Holy
See, which conferred upon him the Archbishopric of
Dublin. But notwithstanding all this, notwithstanding
the confidence which his appointment had revived in
the Irish heart with regard to the benevolent disposition
of the Holy See, the famous Rescript was issued, con-
demning the “Plan of Campaign” as contrary to
morality, and covering with shame the face of the
Archbishop. Never can I forget the howl of exultant
joy which rose from the enemies of Ireland over the
unexpected intervention of the Holy See in opposition
to the cause of the people. They openly boasted that
the Pope was now in the pocket of the English Govern-
ment, that Rome supported the English ascendency
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against the Imsh Catholic bishops and the suffering
peasantry. The decisions of the Holy See in those
cases were undoubtedly prompted by the desire of the
Holy See to keep the Irish within the bounds of legality.
Yet, by a strange frony, the condemnation of the Holy
See was directed against the men who in ten years had
dome more to substitate legal, open, and constitutional
action for the criminal practices of secret societies than
the Church herself bad been able to effect in a century.

With two such incidents fresh in our memory, can it
be wondered at that we regard with considerable mis-
giving the action of the Holy See in dealing with the
social question elsewhere ?

For Ircland is the great mainstay of the Church in
the great English-speaking world.- Every day the num-
ber, the strength, the wealth of the English-speaking
nations increase and multiply. Europe dwindles; the
New World grows greater and greater; and the Catholic
soul of all these nations, whether in England, Scotland,
America, Australia, New Zealand, or South Africa, is
Irish. Without the Irish the English-speaking world
would be almost exclusively Protestant It is the Irish
who, in the New World, are the real and living force
“De Propaganda Fide;” yet, so far at all events as
persons outside the Church can possibly form any coun-
sistent view of what was done, it must be regarded by
them as a sacrifice of their interests by Rome when they
came into collision with the interests of the wire-pullers
and the emissaries of the wealthy and powerful English.
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If the Holy See can thus disregard the claims of the
most faithful of its children, how can it expect to com-
mand the confidence of the non-Catholic peoples,
without whose co-operation the social question can
never be solved ?

The more closely the action of the Holy See is
looked into in those matters, the more deplorable and
inexplicable becomes the conduct of the Pope. I have
discussed the matter with high and low in Rome, and I
am as much as ever at a loss to understand how the
Pope could be so blind to his own interests, and to the
obvious justice of the claims of the Irish. The only
suggested explanation is, that the Irish suffer for their
loyalty. They are so submissive, so humble, so reluctant
to tell the Pope unpalatable truths, that he falls into the
hands of those who have no such scruples, and who do
not hesitate to use every means at their disposal for
securing the Pope’s attention to their representations.
Never can I forget the bitter sadness of the tone of one
good Catholic Irishman with whom I walked across the
Piazza di Spagna. “Never,” said he with intense feel-
ing, “never is it possible for the voice of truth about
Ireland to penetrate the Vatican. For a hundred years
it has always been the same. You know how O’Connell
was treated. Ireland has been nothing at Rome, and
an Irishman has been nothing because Ireland was
nothing. Unless, indeed,” he added bitterly, * unless
he betrayed his country; then he was everything. But
why should we care about that lot up at the Vatican?

-
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What do they know of our zffairs? What do they
Imow about Ireland? They have got to earn their living
like the rest of us, and they Lke to do it the easiest way
they can.”  If that Is the nett result of the experience of
the most devoted Catholic province in all the world, it
is a poor look-ont for the rest of us. If there is one man
in Ircland who represents the socal guestion, that man
is Michael Davitt. He is at once a leader of the people
and a devoted Catholic.  Yet when be was 2t Rome he
was scouted as if be had been an assessin, and his advice
and information were never utilised at the Vatican
Before starting for Rome I asked Mr. Davitt what he
would say if ke were asked by the Holy See what the
Pope could do for Ireland. His reply was as foliows :—

* This s the ssbstance of what I would szy, in maore diplomenic
kemgmare, of course, i, 25 you s=¥, the Holy Father were 1o deem
it worth bis while to 25k my opimicn cn the matter:

“ Irclend is to-dsy the great Propegendist of the Catholic faith,
Irish bishops and priests rule the Catholic Charch thromghout the
Enghish-speaking wordd  Irish cmsigrants have tzhea the seedsof the
faith into Eagland, Scotland, Wales, America, Cznada, Scurth Afica,
Axstalia. This missionery work bas never been recognised at the
ceatre of the Christian world, Ircland’s exemies hzve been more
than omce on the poimt of poiscming your car agaimst the most
devoted of Cathbolic matioms, simply becazss you kave never com-
manded your £thfal Irish people to sead you 28 acoredited repre-
seatative to reside in Rome, 2nd advise you from time to tame
regerding Irish political or socal and thex real bearing
wpon refigicn zad morals.  For want of sech 2n enoScal Neado,
there has beem twice in recrnt years 2 narrow escape of 2 coadfic
betwern the whole Irish mace 2nd your Headship of its matiomal
Church. Thorowghly Cathobie zs the Irsh 2re, they sre equally
Natiomalist, and will pever allow thewr fidelity to the Catholic fairh
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to be presumed upon with reference to their Nationalist cause. A
pronounced hostility to Home Rule by your Holiness would strike
a bigger blow at the Catholic Church throughout the English-
speaking world than Luther’s revolt did in Germany. Guard
against the possibility of this, therefore, by asking the Irish bishops
to send, on the behalf of the Irish Catholic race, an accredited repre-
sentative to reside near your person in‘Rome, and give him the
dignity of a Cardinal in compliment to the race which to-day is
making the Church truly universal.”

When I was in the Vatican I pressed this point as
strongly as I could. But Ireland is too far removed
from the centre of the Papal system to be regarded of
sufficient importance to have a special representative at
Rome. There is Monsignor Kirby, the saintly Rector
of the Irish College, one of the best men in Rome, and
one of the most thoroughgoing Nationalists, who kneels
with his students every day in the Church where lies the
heart of O’Connell, and that, they say at the Vatican, is
enough. But although no one who knows Monsignor
Kirby can help loving him, and although it goes
sorely against the grain to say even one word which
might possibly grieve that aged saint, Dr. Kirby
would be the first to admit that one who has not
been in Ireland for forty years, and who is now
nearly ninety years of age, is at a great disadvantage in
interpreting the latest phases of the agrarian agitation to
his old schoolmate, the Pope. The record of the
Pope’s dealings with Ireland show that it is necessary
to have in Rome an Irishman who, for the sake of the
people and the Church of Ireland, would offer, if need
be, as uncompromising an opposition to the Tory
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entourage of the Holy Father as ever Mr. Parnell offered
to the English Government in the House of Commons.
Snch a bold, uncompromising exponent of the truth
about Ireland would have saved the Pope from two of
the most awkward mistakes of his reign.

The first was that in which he condemned the testi-
monial to Mr. Pamell. In Rome this is generally
ascribed to the influence of Sir George Errington. But
why the Pope should have suffered himself to be led by
Sir George Errington is a mystery past finding out; for
Leo the Thirteenth had bestowed upon Ireland and
Irish affairs much closer attention than many an English
statesman. Some years ago he had told Archbishop
Croke that he was as good an Irishman as himself, and
that he sincerely wished well to his Irish children no
one could doubt who ever met him. In conversations
with Archbishop Walsh he had completely reassured
that prelate as to the genuine sympathy with which
he regarded the Irish cauwse. So notorious were
his tendencies, that Cardinal Howard, being asked on
one occasion by an Irishwoman whether the Pope
would receive her, replied that there was no doubt of it,
but that if she would say that she was a Home Ruler
his Holiness would receive her with special favour. In
this there is nothing surprising. Ireland is to the future
of Catholicism what England has been to the Protestant
world. Ireland has always been the Isle of the Saints;
but few Englishmen understand that in the new world
which is springing up around us the Irish are the
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missionary race. In a remarkable sermon which Bishop
Vaughan preached many years ago in Rome, he brought
out with extraordinary effect this too often unnoticed
feature of the Irish character. The Irish brogue is as
universal as the English language, and wherever there is
the brogue there also is the Mass.

Leo the Thirteenth must therefore feel intensely
interested in the somewhat sombre fortunes of his
missionary nation. But as he plaintively told Cardinal
M‘Cabe in 1882, “the condition of Ireland gives him
more anxiety than comfort.” Again and again during
his pontificate he has addressed letters to the Irish
hierarchy, in which it is easy to discern the uneasiness
and uncertainty with which he addresses himself to the
solution of this thorny problem. Not even to the
successor of St. Peter is vouchsafed that divine illumina-
tion whereby the Irish question can be understood.
However infallible may be the guidance vouchsafed to
the Supreme Pontiff in matters of faith and morals, in
dealing with the complex political and social questions
involved in the Irish question he is sometimes, like all
the rest of us, but as a child groping in the dark. Like
less exalted mortals, the Holy Father can only act upon
information received. So far as can be judged from the
documents contained in *“ De Rebus Hibernie nuperrima
Apostolice sedis Acta”—a collection of Papal letters
and other documents on the Irish question, published as a
pamphlet in 1883 or 1884—he isill at ease on the subject.
He sees no light. He is dissatisfied with the existing



Twe PoPE aAXD MRr. PARNELL. 157

condition of the country, but he had implicit confidence
in Mr. Gladstone’s Administration. Even when the
Irish gaols had been crammed with untried prisoners,
and Mr. Gladstone was plunging from the Coercion Act
of Mr. Forster to the Coercion Act of Sir W. Harcourt,
the Pope did not hesitate to express his confidence that
the statesmen who preside over the administration of
Ireland would give satisfaction to the Irish when they
demand what is just. He believed in the justice of
those who ruled Ireland, “whose great experience is
generally tempered with judgment.” Hence he depre-
cated excited feelings, and exhorted the people to follow
none but moderate and just counsels, to obey their
bishops, and not to fail in the religious observance of
their duty. He is earnestly anxious for the welfare of
Ireland, bat he adds that it is not lawful to disturb
order on account of it Beyond the issue of more or
less ineffective exhortations to moderation, which fell
idly upon the ears of men whose own bishops declared,
with a far clearer insight into the necessities of the
situation, that energetic action was sounder policy, the
Pope did not venture upon any more drastic measures
than to interdict the younger clergy from taking part in
public meetings—an interdict which is practically a
dead letter.

In May, 1883, however, the Pope ventured to take a
farther step. Mr. Pamell’s estate in Wicklow being
mortgaged, it was suggested by Archbishop Croke, asa
practical reply to Mr. Forster’s attack on the Irish leader
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in the House of Commons, that a public subscription
should be raised to present him with a testimonial of
sufficient money to pay off the mortgage. Archbishop
Croke subscribed £50. Nine other Bishops and zoo
parish priests followed suit. The movement attained
considerable proportions, when suddenly the Pope inter-
vened, urged thereto by Sir George Errington, and con-
demned the testimonial in the famous letter from the
Prefect of the Propaganda to the Bishops of Ireland,
which, translated, is as follows :—

¢ QUALECUMQUE DE PARNELLIO.

¢ Whatever may be the case as regards Mr. Parnell himself and
his objects, it is at all events proved that many of his followers
have on many occasions adopted a line of conduct in open contra-
diction to the rules laid down by the Supreme Pontiff in his letter
to the Cardinal Archbishop of Dublin, and contained in the instruc-
tions sent to the Irish Bishops by this Sacred Congregation, and
unanimously accepted by them at their present meeting at Dublin,
It is true that, according to these instructions, it is lawful for the
Irish to seek redress for their grievances and to strive for their
rights ; but always at the same time observing the Divine maxim, to
seek first the Kingdom of God and His justice, and remembering
also that it is wicked to further any cause, no matter how just, by
illegal means.

¢“It is therefore the duty of all the clergy, and especially the
bishops, to curb the excited feelings of the multitude, and to take
every opportunity with timely exhortation to recall them to the ~
justice and moderation which are necessary in all things, that so
they may not be led away by greed of gain to mistake evil for good,
or to place their hopes of public prosperity in the shame of criminal
acts. Hence it follows that it is not permitted to any of the clergy
to depart from these rules themselves, or to take part in or in any
way to promote movements inconsistent with prudence and with
the duty of calming men’s minds. It is certainly not forbidden to
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wﬂwformﬁefddmusnheknd bet, at the same time, the
4 such collections
:smnnedmadertomkﬂepopuh:mznd to be esed
as means for leading men into rebellion against the laws. Above
all things, they (the clergy) mest hold themselves aloof from sach
subscriptions, when it is plain that hatred aznd dissemsions are
aroused by them ; that distinguished persons are loaded with insults;
that never in any way are censures progounced against the crimes
and murders with which wicked men stain themselves ; and especi-
ally when it is asserted that the measare of trae patrictism is in pro-
portioa to the amount of money given or refesed, so 2s to bring the
peopkudath:ptmeo(m:md:non.
S Quibus positis, it must be evident to your Jordships that the
ooﬂc:ﬁmaﬂdtht‘l’uncﬂTcsﬁnoniﬂFmd'amb:ap-

proved by this Sacred Congregation ; and quently it cannot be
1 d that any ecclesiasti mksabshop,shoddlzkeuy
part wh n ding ot p ting it-

“ Meanwhile we pray God long to preserve your Jordship.

¢ Rome, May 11, 1883."

The immediate result of the publication of this Papal
thunderbolt was the doubling of the subscription list.
The utmost that it was believed could be raised for Mr.
Pamnell was 20,000 before the Papal ban. The
moment the Pope condemned the subscription the
Catholic Irish raised £40,000. Ireland was under
coercion. The peasants were suffering keenly. But no
personal privations could make them forget the duty
they owed to their leader and to their Church. Some
one had blundered at the Vatican. Mr. Marum ingeni-
ously demonstrated that the words gwibus gositis, in the
final paragraph,involved the assumption that the Parnell
subscription was being collected for the illegal purposes
described in the earlier part of the letter. As this was



160 THE PorE AND THE NEW ERa.

not the case, the letter did not apply. It was necessary
to give the Pope a lesson in such unmistakable loud
fashion as is possible to loyal sons of the Church; so
they doubled the Parnell Tribute as a hint to the Holy
See, and hoped that in future the Pope would profit by
the lesson. Unfortunately, he did not.
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CHAPTER XL
THE PERSICO MISSION AND THE PLAN OF CAMPAIGK.

For the Pope’s blander about Mr. Parnell there was at
lJeast one excuse. In 18853 the real natare of the service
which the Irish leader had done in weaning the Irish
from secret societies to rely upon Constitutional agita-
tion was but imperfectly enderstood. The whole
English nation was hostile to him. He had bat recently
come out of gaol, to which he had been committed by
2 Liberal Ministry ; and, more Important than anything
else in the eyes of the Vatican, Cardinal M‘Cabe, the |
Archbishop of Dublin, was stromgly opposed to the
Parnellite policy. There was, thercfore, some excuse
for the Pope. But it woeld puzzle the most charitable
to discover any excuse for the extraordinary repetition
of the same blunder into which he fell five years later,
when be issued the Rescript condemning boycotting and
the Plan of Campaizn. Why he did it no one at Rome
coald say. All the interpretations believed in abroad
what the real explanation is no one even pretends to
know.
L
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1 was naturally anxious to find out the truth about
the matter, because I had been present at the Woodford
meeting when the Plan was first proclaimed, and I had
subsequently obtained from Archbishop Walsh, in "an
interview at Dublin, his public sanction of the scheme.
But, notwithstanding all my efforts, I was unable to
ascertain who it was that put the Pope in motion, and
secured the decree of the Holy Office of which such use
was made. At one time I was assured that the case on
which the Holy Office had reported had been submitted
by the Bishop of Limerick, but just before I left Rome
that was authoritatively contradicted. = The Pope,
according to the last version, submitted the case himself ;
but under whose prompting he took this step no one
knows. Cardinal Rampolla authorised me to contradict
in the most categorical manner that the Pope had acted
under the pressure of the English Government. The
~ Marquis of Salisbury, the Duke of Norfolk, and Captain
Ross, of Bladensburg, were all invoked as conclusive
authorities as to the absence of any pressure from
England. Not, indeed, that there had been no repre-
sentations from England. On the contrary, it was
frankly admitted that there had been any number of
suggestions, and even entreaties, that the Holy Father
would use his paternal authority to allay the agitation in
Ireland. But to all these he turned a deaf ear, refusing
to move hand or foot, until one fine day he suddenly
decided “all off his own bat,” if the expressive vulgarism
may be pardoned, to send Monsignor Persico to report
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on the position of afizirs in the distracted iland He
had camse for cauntion.
aumthority of the medieval Popes had gowe, it had pot
beea 2 signal suocess, even i the Isle of the Saints, the
closest Catholic preserve in the fold of the Cherch.  In
BO country in the world are the laity a5 faithfol and 25
zealons 2s i Ireland  Archbishop Croke was able to
prove to the Pope that in his diocese g4 per cent. of the
adult population regularly commumicated. Usnkke the
rest of Western Earope, the democratic movement in
Ircland flows in Catholic channels. The bishops zre the
leaders of the people, the priests the tnibunes of their
flocks. Yet, the moment the Pope ventured to strzy
was sharply told that = the paternal mind of the Holy
Father, watchful as it ever was for the good of Ireland,
bhad been greatly misled ;™ and his own bishops in their
pastorals did pot besitate 0 warn him “how easy it
would be to perseade a jealows and credulous race ke
the Insh that the Pope had acted on erroneors, pre-
judiced, and onesided  information™ The Irish are
never slow to appeal dz Papa maic informato ad meius
informandum. All this was pot encorraging. Bat Leo
the Thirteenth is not 2 man who is easily dismayed ; and
—whether on the solicitztion of the Dake of Norfolk, zs
the Irish believe, or entirely on his own inidative, who
shall say?>—he once more addressed himself to the
question whether, as supreme pastor of the faithfal, be
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could not take a more effective share in the guidance
and governance of the Irish people.

The story of the origin of the Persico mission, as told
in the Contemporary Review, was contradicted so flatly
by Cardinal Rampolla as to the influence of English
diplomacy upon the Holy See, that I should not have
reproduced it here if there had been any other hypo-
thesis to account for the untoward action of the
Pope.

*“ The Persico mission originated in the attempt made by the
English Government to enlist the authority of the Holy See on the
side of ‘law and order’ in Ireland. A very interesting chapter
may some day be written concerning the visits paid by the Irish
bishops to Rome before this date; but this need not be dwelt upon
now. Suffice it to say, that although the Pope was decidedly
uneasy, owing to the representations of the English Catholics, who
through Cardinal Howard and Monsignor Stonor had always easy
confidential means of access to his ear, he consoled himself by
reflecting upon the confidence of Archbishop Walsh, the proved
fidelity of the Irish episcopate, and the fact that Cardinal Manning
by no means shared the alarm of the English Catholics. But after
the failure of Sir Michael ITicks-Beach’s well-meant attempt to
govern without coercion, by putting ° pressure within the law’
upon the landlords who refused to make the necessary reductions
of rent, a concerted effort was made to secure the services of the
Pope as Unionist Emergency Man in Ireland. After a good deal
of secret intrigue, upon which it may be necessary hereafter to shed
more light than would be at present desirable, very strong pressure
was brought to bear upon the Pope. Lord Salisbury had now
fairly entered upon his policy of coercion, and the opposition of
the Irish priests and bishops was the chief obstacle which baffled
his efforts to reach his goal. It was hinted not obscurely that as
Job did not serve God for naught, so the English Government
would handsomely requite the Holy See for any services it might
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render in muzzfing the Irish priests. It is obvious that any English
Government has many opportunities for doing a friendly turn to
the Pope. The Empire of Britain stretches over all the contiments,
and its shores are washed by 2ll the seas. No other world
dominion confroats the policy of Rome at so many points.  Even
leaving Ireland apast, the State which includes within its borders
the Catholic Aabitaxs of Quebec, and in whose colomics See aficr
See of the Church bas been established within the lifetime of this
gemeration, is 2 power with which it is important to be oa good
terms. Ever since the great convulsion of the sixtecnth century,
the two great world dominions of Rome and of Britain, the Empire
of the Coufessional and the Empire of the Sea, had confroated
cach other, cither in open hostility or in sileat antagonism. It
was hinted to Leo the Thirteenth that, if be were disposed to do
his part, the Esglish Government was willing to abandon the
policy of the cold shoulder, and cater into more or less intimate
diplomatic relations with the Holy See.

“ Tt is not suxpeising that the Pope lent a willing ear to those
Githfel Catholics who implored him to seire 20 opportmmity so
woprecedented for bringing the Holy See into accord with the
British Empire by accepting Lord Salisbury’s overtures. Nothing
scemed more matoral to bim than that he shogld endeavoer to co-
operate with the representatives of law and order. Himself the
greatest of all asthorities, he sympathised naturally with the
aunthocities of Dublin Castle, and be had, on four previoss occa-
sions, made more or less feeble and meffective efforts to restrain
the peiesthood in Ireland from participating in a revolutionary agi-
tation, which, in his opinios, violated the moral law. The Holy
Father was somewhat shy, bat the bait was tempting. There was
o question at first of securing the appointment of a2 Nuncio at the
Court of St James’s, where noue had been received for three hon-
dred years; but much less than that would bring him perceptibly
mearer to the goal of the temporal power. Mr. Gladstoae, who
has mever parged himself from the offence of being the amthor
of ¢Vaticanism,” was known to be bitterly hostile to establishing
diplomatic relations with the Vatican. Diplomatic relations oaly
exist between ] gover Dipl y is the &

of States. The Pope bas no temporal amtbority. The
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Papal States no longer exist. How then can a representative
be accredited to the Vatican without implying the existence
of some shadowy temporal sovereignty in the Pope, which
cannot co-exist with the integrity of the Italian kingdom? So
reasoned the Liberal leader, and it was clear nothing could be
obtained from him. The bait was all the more tempting because
the Pope knew that he could count upon no sympathy in his pro-
jects from Cardinal Manning. The Cardinal-Archbishop has never
disgnised his opinion that the appointment of 2 Nuncio would be
disastrous to the best interests of the Church. The Pope, however,
pre-occupied in the cherished dream of regaining temporal sove-
reignty in Rome, held those scruples in light esteem, and, after
some coyness, decided that the opportunity was too good to be lost.
It was, however, necessary to proceed with caution. The memory
of the smart rebuke given to the Holy See by the doubling of the
popular subscription to Mr. Parnell, as soon as it was known that
the Pope had condemned it, naturally made the Holy Father chary
of courting such another reminder of the fact that the Catholics of
Ireland were still of the opinion of O'Connell, who said that while
they took their religion from Rome, they would as soon take their
politics from Stamboul.

‘¢ The Pope, therefore, decided to make a cautious move, and one
to which no exception could be taken even by the most sensitive
Irishman. Perplexed by conflicting representations, and grieved
at the exacerbation of feeling consequent upon the introduction of
the Coercion Bill, what was more natural than that he should
despatch a special mission charged with the duty of personally
investigating on the spot the facts of the case? So it was announced,
with considerable flourish of trumpets, that Monsignor Persico was
appointed as a Special Commissioner for the Holy See, to proceed
to Ireland to inquire into and report upon the questions in dispute
between the Irish and their rulers.”

In view of the declarations of the Cardinal Secretary
of State, we must assume that the Pope, although much
pressed to take action in Ireland by the English Govern-
ment, did not act in consequence of that pressure, and
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thet his action in sending Moosiznor Pessico was
entirely spentznecus om bis part, and bad mo relztion
whatever to the representations which had preceded it

The selection which the Pope had made of his Eavoy
hes not been wawise—if zn Italian had to be sest
Moasignor Persico is one of the few Itzlkan Monsignor:
who can speak Enelish. He was a Capuchin frizr, who
beld the titalar Archbishopric of Damietta, and who had
beza employed on many delicate diplomatic missions by
the Holy See in India, in Portagal, in Czmada, 2nd in
South Carolinz. His career illustrates at once the cos-
mopolitan nzture of the Church znd the immense range
of its activities. Excepting the British Empire, there i
nothing like it in the wordd Most of Mossignor Per-
sico’s life had been spent wnder the shadow of the
British flas.  He had acted 2s Catholic chaplzin to the
British troops in India; had founded and directed a
Catholic College at Darjecling ; and when the faboic of
cur Empire was tcmporarily sebmerged by the Mutiny,
he was impeisoned by the Sepoys in the fortress of Agra.
After his release, be collected funds in Europe to repair
the rum wrought in Catholic edifices by the Mutimy,
afier which he became one of the most trusted Envoys
of the Holy See. Thirty years 220 be came to Loadon
on a special mission. conpected with the interests of the
Church, the memory of which s faint and dim In
1863 he was despatched to America, 0 endeavonr to
allay the popular excitement that prevailed among the
Catholics of South Carolina at the dose of the war.  He
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took part in the Council of the Vatican, after which he
was sent on a mission to India, where he presided over
the establishment of the hierarchy. After this little was
heard of him outside the Roman world until his selec-
tion as Papal Envoy to Ireland, in June, 1888.
Monsignor Persico commanded the confidence of the
Pope, who selects as his favourites those who have
rendered signal service to the Church. He was per-
fectly at home in English, of which his Holiness does
not understand one word. He had performed many
diplomatic missions with success. What was more
natural than that at this juncture the Pope should
despatch him to Ireland to see what could be done?
The fact that Monsignor Persico was not fitted per-
sonally to command the confidence of the Irish people
does not seem to have occurred to the mind of the
Pope. Such, however, was unfortunately the fact.
There are antipathies of race which no amount of logic
or of grace can overcome, and the Irish, from prelate to
peasant, did not take kindly to the Italian friar. In
personal appearance the Envoy is not unlike an Italian
peasant, somewhat stout, with a straggling grey beard,
sly, half-shut eyes, and a certain oily suavity which filled
the Irish with distrust. “T would not trust him further
than I could throw him,” said one Irish member; and it
is an open secret that at least one Irish Archbishop
regarded him from the first with unconcealed distrust.
As representative of the Pope, he was everywhere
received with enthusiastic demonstrations of respect
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but Monsignor Persico did not personally inspire the
Irish hierarchy with confidence.

Strict instractions were given to Monsignor Persico
to avoid any appearance of being in connivance with
the English Government. Monsignor Persico was hurried
to Dublin withont being allowed to make any stay in
London, and no intimation whatever was sent to the
English Government of the object of his mission. By
way of farther keeping up the semblance of impartiality,
Monsignor Gualdi was attached to the mission as
Persico’s secretary. Monsignor Gualdi, although an
Italian Like his chief, had enjoyed the advantage of hav-
ing worked for many years among the Irish Catholics in
London under the eye of Cardinal Manning. He
understood Ireland, and was in such notorioes sym-
pathy with the popular aspirations, that his selection as
secretary was regarded as proof positive that the Persico
mission was by no means intended to cover the
muzzling of the clergy. Monsignor Gualdi accepted his
mission in good faith. Teo quote his own simple words,
spoken in Dublin immediately after his amval, he
believed that *‘the Holy Father wants to learn the
condition of the country, just as if he were seeing it with
his own eyes. He wants to do good to Ireland. He
wants to be able to speak from facts collected on the
spot. He could not, of course, come over himself,
and so he sent us.® Such, at least, was the honest con-
viction of this honest priest When events proved how
much he had been misled, and Monsignor Persico found
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it necessary to disembarrass himself of the assistance of
a secretary who could not be bent to the service of the
English Government, the good priest took it so much to
heart that he took to his bed and died, chiefly, it is
asserted in Rome, from a broken heart.

Monsignor Gualdi was from the first not in the confi-
dence of the Italian camarilla, from which Monsignor
Persico drew his instructions. He thought, for instance,
that the Papal Envoy, after making a comprehensive
study of the Irish question, would return to Rome and
report to the Holy Father. That, however, was not the
intention of the Pope. Monsignor Persico’s mission was
intended to be permanent. He was forbidden to return
to Rome even when, like a true Italian, he pined for the
blue sky, and fretted himself sick at the horror of winter-
ing in these islands of the Northern Seas. Whether or
not it was believed possible to develop the Papal mission
into a regular Nunciature is buried in obscurity. What
is known is that Monsignor Persico had positive orders
to remain. If his health suffered in Ireland, he might
be permitted to winter in England or Scotland, but out-
‘'side of the three kingdoms he was not allowed to move.
He might possibly have been here to this day but for
the storm occasioned by the Rescript condemning the
Plan of Campaign. But this is anticipating.

When Monsignor Persico first went to Ireland he
kept up appea.rances. He went direct to Archbishop
Walsh, the eulogist of the Plan of Campaign, and
for a time all went well. The archbishops and
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bishops were loud in their protestations of confidence
in the sympathy of the Holy See for Ireland. But,
afier a time, a change came over the spiit of their
dream. Monsignor Persico began to inspire distrust.
He oscillated between the dinner-tables of landlords
and the palaces of the bishops. He was on good
terms with men engaged in administering an Act which
the hierarchy, with ahmost unanimous voice, had branded
as tyrannical and unjust. He cextainly took no pains to
establish confidential relations with the leaders of the
popular party. When Monsignor Persico left Debiin to
meet the other Bishops In succession, he first went
south—not to the Archbishop of Cashel, or to any of the
Bishops of the Southern Ecclesiastical province, but to
Lord Emly, at whose house he stayed on a visit for some
days. In going there, and in retuming to Dublin, he
passed by Thurles. This, the first indication of supposed
unfriendly feeling, cansed intense indignation, especially
in the South of Ireland. During his stay in Ireland,
generally he went on visits to the houses of landlords Like
the Hon. Villiers Stuart, Lord Bantry, Count de la Poer,
etc, etc.  On the other hand, he declined 2n invitation
to meet Mr. T. D. Sallivan, M.P., the Mayor of Dublin,
who requested permission to invite him to dine at the
Maansion House. Thus suspicion deepened into distrust,
and distrast soon developed into a rooted conviction that
the sly Italian was playing them false. What he wrote to
Rome has never been published. It is a secret of the
Vatican. Bet, judging from common rumour, be con-
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structed his reports on the principle of sitting on the
fence. The Irish had grievances, but they compromised
their cause with violence. The English Government
was too severe, but some of the priests were too keen
politicians. Home Rule was a just demand with modi-
fications, but the Plan of Campaign involved a breach
of contract. All that summer the diplomatic dodgery
went on, Monsignor Persico writing letters to the
Vatican, and the Irish popular distrust of Persico
deepening into detestation. But Monsignor Persico,
not content with writing private representations to the
Pope, attempted to do a little “ pacification” off his
own bat. Being in confidential relations with the
authorities, they apprised him from time to time when
they intended imprisoning a priest. He then communi-
cated with the bishop, who, through his vicar-general,
put the screw upon the priest to induce him to act with
the utmost caution and moderation, and, above all, not
to do anything that might bring him under the lash of
the Coercion Act. Perhaps nothing could be more
natural, but to the Irish mind nothing could be more
detestable than the Ttalian emissary of the Vicegerent
of God making himself the cat’s-paw and the go-between
of the English oppressors. So the summer passed, and
when the winter came Monsignor Persico drew up his
report, and repaired to Bournemouth to await the return
of spring, when he was once more to cross the Irish Sea.

Now here again I must quote the narrative in the
Contemporary Review, with the proviso that Cardinal
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Rampolla denies utterly the insinuation that the Pope’s
action was in any way prompted by the Duke of
NOI‘{O]k:—_

¢ While Monsignor Persico was preparing the ground in Ire-
land, his allies had not been idle. The Jubilee of Her Majesty had
afforded an opp ity for an hange of courtesics between the
Vatican and St. James’s, which it was determined to exploit to the
uttermost. The Pope had sent a special envoy to congratalate the
Queen.  What more natural and fitting than that Her Majesty’s
Ministers should send a special envoy to the Pope to retarn his
compliments, and to see whether, at the same time, anything could
be done to bring about those closer and more intimate relations
upon which the Pope had set his beart? The motive of Persico’s
mission was pretty well anderstood at the Foreign Office, and it was
deemed advisable that a serious effort should be made to bring
matters to a head, and commit the Pope to a policy of repression in
Ircland. It was under these circamstances and with sach hopes
that the mission of the Duke of Norfolk was decided on.

“The Dake, who in England is a noamentity, is regarded at
Rome with the respect due to a great noble who has preserved, in
the midst of temptation, an unshaken loyalty to the Holy See. One
Howard sat in the Sacred College, and the dacal bead of the family
had always been a welcome visitor at the Vatican. In the Councils
of the Church, personal piety weighs for more than intellectual
capacity, and the deficencies of the Duke in one direction were
more than compensated inanother. All things considered, it would
probably have been difficalt to find a more acceptable go-between
than the Duke. His task was comparatively simple. It is under-
stood that he had to intimate, in more or less guarded phrase, that
Her Majesty’s Ministers were not indisposed to do a little business
with the Holy See oa the principle of Do s des.  If the Pope could
see his way to use his moral infl to in the Irish bishop
and clergy within the limits marked oat by the English Govern-
ment, then, perhaps, the English Government might sce their way
to meet the cherished aspirations of the Holy See for the re-estab-
lishment of direct diplomatic relations between the Vatican and the
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Court at St. James’s. The Liberal Government had for some time
maintained, at a considerable economy of truth, a sort of unofficial
representative at the Vatican in the person of Sir George Errington,
and it was difficult to see what insuperable objection there could be
to the accrediting of a British envoy on a regular footing. The
Duke, it is believed, was further in a position to intimate that,
besides the re-establishment of diplomatic relations, something
might be done in the shape of a substantial subsidy and Govern-
ment patronage for Catholic education in Ireland.”

Whatever the cause, the Pope suddenly took action
and sent down to the Holy Office, or, in other words,
to the Inquisition, a case of conscience, asking them
whether it was permissible to use the Plan of Campaign
and boycotting. Of course, everything depends in such
a reference upon the terms of the question, and the mean-
ing attached to phrases employed. It is perfectly open
to any Catholic to submit a case of conscience to the
Holy Office, and the decision is given upon the case as
he puts it. He may state the case incorrectly. That is
not the concern of the Holy Office. They adjudicate
solely upon that which is submitted. Their decision is
limited to the mere case as submitted, and yet no pre-
cautions have ever been taken to secure, when judgment
is pronounced, that it should be accompanied by the
statement on which the decision was arrived at. A
decree of condemnation may be obtained against a prac-
tice or a society by suppressing the vital fact which, even
in the opinion of the Holy Office, would render the
practice and the society quite lawful.- The mischief
arises in applying a censure obtained-by a reference
limited to one possibly misleading statement of facts to
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a whole series of facts, with which it may have only had
the name in common. In order to understand what is
the valve of the decision of the Inquisition about boy-
cotting and the Plan of Campaign, it is necessary to
know how these Irish technicalities were translated, so as
to bring them before the Italian mind. Bet no informa-
tion of that kind has ever been disclosed.

No one has ever explained why the Pope wasinsucha
monstroes hury to send the matter before the Inquisition.
It was cighteen months after the Plan of Campaign had
been promulgated. Every consideration of duty and of
expediency counselled delay. Monsignor Persico, who
had been sent to Ireland on 2 special mission to enable
the Holy Father to see things with his own eyes, had not
reported.  To ordinary mundane intelligence, it seems
somewhat absurd to despatch a special commissioner to
report upon the facts of a2 complex situation, and then to
proceed to deliver judgment before you have had time
to read your commissioner’s report. A saving sense of
humour would have saved the Pope from such a blunder.
But, unfortunately, the very excelience of the motives of
the Pope, and his own strong sense of his supreme and
divine position, seem to make him feel that he may
without danger emancipate himself from the conditions
which other men impose upon themselves as security
agamst hasty and uninformed judgment. Monsignor
Persico had written many letters, even if he had not
drafted his final report.  So Leo the Thirteenth set him-
self to deliver judgment.
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It is interesting to note how, under such circum-
stances, the Supreme Court of Christendom addresses
itself to the consideration of the case before it. The
organisation of the Holy See is admitted universally
to be such a masterpiece of human wisdom, that the
faithful may be excused for seeing in it the inspiration
of Heaven. Unfortunately, in the present instance, its
deliberations can hardly be said to be worthy of
imitation. To begin with, an Italian, pre-occupied with
the aspiration for regaining sovereignty in Rome,
decides to adjudicate upon one of the most difficult
questions concerning the life of a nation whose exist-
ence has been little better than one long martyrdom
at the hands of the English. Having so decided, the
Pope, who has never been in Ireland, and who is
incapable of speaking even one word of the language
of the people, whose instincts are those of an authori-
tative ruler of a centralised organisation, the mainstay
of governments and the bulwark of conservatism and
order, sends down to the Congregation of the
Inquisition, and demands a discussion on a case of con-
science. A committee is then constituted, composed
either exclusively, or all but exclusively, of Italians,
who have never been in Ireland, and who are entirely
out of touch with the solid realities of the situation,
and to this committee the subject is referred for con-
sideration. That committee, after some more or less
general discussion, according to the wont of such bodies,
appoints one of its members, who like every one else is
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an Italian, to draw up a draft report, which, after
some further discussion, is finally approved and sent on
to the Pope.

The Pope then considers what should be done
with it. It might naturally be supposed, before he did
anything with it, he would consult first Monsignor
Persico, his trusted Envoy, and then Archbishop Walsh,
who was at the time in Rome, waiting to explain
to the Holy See all about the Plan of Campaign.
Unfortunately, the Pope consulted neither the one nor
the other.} Yet the Archbishop of Dublin had publicly
approved the morality of the Plan of Campaign, which
the Pope was now about to condemn. Archbishop
Walsh, eighteen months before, had returned the follow-
ing answers to my question whether “such a scandalous

. outrage on the principles of common honesty,” as it was

styled by every one, did not scandalise him :—

A. Well, I confess that at first I was a little startled atit. I
was not only startled bet grieved. I bad never yet had cause to
expnsmydmfmmanypomonofthepmgmmmeofﬂn
t. Notwithstanding all my sympathy
“hlhemmt,theadophonmthsdwc&ol’anym_{nstor
immoral means for the fartherance of its object would, of course,
put upon me the painful duty of publishing an episcopal condemna-
tion of it. We Catholics, as you know, cannot act on the

inciple, rather fashionable, I am sotry to say, nowadays, that
"thecnd]usnﬁesthcuuns So, apprehending that the ** Plan
of Campaign * might at any be brought into requisiticn in
this diocese of Dublin, I was grieved to think, as I did think for the
moment, that it might perbaps prove inconsistent with my duty as
Bishop of the diocese to abstain from a d ion of it. Bat
when I looked into the matter carefully, as it was, of course, my

M
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duty to do, my anxiety was relieved. On closer inspection, the
difficulties that had at first embarrassed me practically disappeared.
.« ¢ This is how I would state my view of the case. Itisadmitted
on all hands that practically all over Ireland reductions, and large
reductions, are to be made in the rents, even in the judicial rents.
The question is as to the amount of those reductions, Whatever in-
convenience.there may be in having that grave question decided by
the tenants, I must maintain that there is just the same incon-
venience—indeed, I see in one way a much greater inconvenience—
in having it decided by the landlords. The landlord, like the
tenant, is now merely ‘‘one of the two contracting parties,”
neither more nor less.

1t is only fair, however, both to the Pope and to the
Archbishop, to remember that the approval of the latter
and the condemnation of the former were pronounced
under altogether different circumstances. When the
Archbishop had blessed the Plan of Campaign, the
Government had refused to allow the creation of any.
legal means (1) for defining the relative proportion of
the property belonging to landlord and tenant in the
case of 120,000 leaseholders in Ireland, and (2) for
fixing what was the extent of the reduction which
undoubtedly ought to be made in the judicial rents.
The Archbishop, being a practical man on the spot,
seeing that some one must decide, and that Parliament
had refused to supply a legal remedy, declared that the
tenants had as good a right as the landlords to fix on
what conditions they should be allowed to continue in
occupation of their own property. Thanks largely to his
courage and resolution, there was sufficient pressure
brought to bear upon the Government to induce them in
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the following year to provide legal means for deter-
mining the conditions of tenancy. This entirely altered
the situation. Had the Land Act of 1887 been passed
mn 1886, the Archbishop would never have approved the
Plan of Campaign.

The Papal condemnation of the Plan was not issued
til nearly midsummer, 1888. Bat as early as October,
1887, Archbishop Walsh, in the course of an interview
on the case of the Coolgreaney tenants, who alone in his
diocese bad adopted the Plan, explicitly declared that it
was the duty of all to adhere to the legal standard set up
by Parliament. At Coolgreaney the reductions claimed
by the Campaigners were less than those that would
bave been awarded by the Court. Unfortunately, the
difficulties that arise when once peace has been broken
prevented the acceptance of the Archbishop’s counsel
He might have succeeded if he had notibeen paralysed
by the presence of Monsignor Persico. But for the evil
infleence of this Italian emissary, the Archbishop might
have settled the few outstanding difficulties left over by
the Plan. But he dared not speak as strongly or act
as vigorously as he would otherwise have doue, as his
action, in that case, would have infallibly been misinter-
preted. The Irish would have believed that he acted, not
of his own judgment, but under pressure from Monsignor
Persico.  That would have been fatal, not only for the
prospects of immediate settiement, but for the influence
of the Archbishop on all other questions.

Speaking with the wisdom that comes after the event,
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it is no doubt deeply to be deplored that an opportunity
was not given for a consideration of the whole case in
Ireland. If a consultation had come off, such as Arch-
bishop Walsh could have brought about but for the Papal
Envoy’s presence, all difficulties might have been avoided.
Owing, however, to the fact that there is no Irish
Cardinal with right of access to the Pope, none of these
considerations, known as they are to any one who was
on the spot at the time, could be represented to the
. Vatican. Hence the Pope, by issuing his sweeping con-
demnation of the Plan of Campaign, occasioned needless
scandal through sheer lack of information. If he had
but discriminated between the Plan in 1886, before the
law was altered, and the Plan in 1888, after the Land
Act of 1887 had provided legal means for reducing rents,
he would have avoided even an appafent conflict of
opinion between the Archbishop of Dublin and the
Bishop of Rome. Of course, on all questions as to the
unlawfulness of resisting coercion by other than legal
and constitutional means there could not be, even in
appearance, any difference of opinion between Arch-
bishop Walsh and the Holy Office. When the Plan was
started, it was laid down that the tactics were to be
strictly confined within the limits allowed by the law.
In practice this restriction was sometimes forgotten.
Whatever view may be taken of the matter, it was,
according to ordinary mundane notions of fair play,
the first and most obvious duty of the Pope to
accord Archbishop Walsh a full and patient hearing.
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Nothing startled and grieved me more when I was in
Rome than to hear that the Pope did no such thing. Arch-
bishop Walsh was months in Rome waiting for a hearing.
He never got it unti after the decree was published.

The Pope. treated Monsignor Persico almost as
cavalierly. At present Monsignor Persico has to bear
the brunt of the blame, for the Church never hesitates
to sacrifice its instruments in order to protectits head.
But, in the interests of truth it is necessary to say quite
clearly that it is the Pope and not Monsignor Persico
who must bear the blame for the recent peril into which
the Church has been plunged in Ireland Monsignor
Persico’s lips are closed for the present, and he cannot
make any reply to the hurricane of abuse with which he
has been overwhelmed. Should the time come when he
can be heard in his own defence, the world and the
Chaurch will be surprised indeed.

It is therefore all the more incumbent upon those who
know the facts as they are known in Rome to do an act
of tardy justice to Monsignor Persico, who, so far from
deserving the censure so freely heaped mpon him, may
fairly claim to have seen the rock upon which the Holy
Father steered, and to have urged him, unfortunately in
vain, to adopt an altogether different course to that which
he persisted in pursuing.

This is a very grave statement, which is not made
without positive knowledze a: first band of the facts.
In justice to Monsignor Persico, it should be known in
Ireland—
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1. That so far from the Rescript having been drawn
up in accordance with his recommendations, there were
few men in all Ireland more astonished, and, it may be
added, dismayed, than was Monsignor Persico on the
receipt of that fateful document. He was not consulted
about it while it was in process of elaboration; he did
not recommend that it should be issued ; and the first
intimation which he received that such a momentous
step was to be taken was his receipt, in common with the
Irish bishops, of the. text of the Rescript.

2. That not only did Monsignor Persico not advise
the publication of the Rescript, but in his reports, which
he forwarded to the Vatican for the information of the
Holy Father, he expressly and urgently deprecated any
such precipitance, and implored the Pope to do nothing
whatever in Ireland until he had summoned the Arch-
bishops and one Bishop from every province in Ireland
to Rome, and had gone into all the questions of fact and
of principle with those who were most competent to
advise.

3. That when the Pope, in his letter of June 24,
1888, defending his Rescript, told the Irish Bishops that
his sources of information were trustworthy, and that he
could not be justly accused of having given judgment in
a case with which he was insufficiently acquainted,
because he had sent Monsignor Persico “with the
commission to use the greatest diligence in ascertaining
the truth and to make a faithful report to us,” he seems
to have implied that his Rescript was based upon the
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report of Monsignor Persico. Although the Pope may
bave read the earlier letters of his Envoy, the contrast
between Monsignor Persico’s final advice and the Pope’s
action seems to indicate that his Redasione had not even
been perused by the Pope before he launched the
Rescript which created so much heart-burning in Ireland.

4. That Monsignor Persico, so far from desiring to
make the Church the tool of the English Government,
declared throughout that it was fatal to the influence of
the Holy See in Ireland that the Pope’s action should
be inany way suspected to be prompted by England.
He had considerable experience in negotiating with
Catholic Governments, and his conviction was very
strong that the expectations of the Pope of gain from
diplomatic relations with England were mistaken. They
would not strengthen, and they might easily weaken,
the authority of the Church. The hierarchy of Ireland,
he maintained, were the true and proper channels
through whom all communications should take place
between the Pope and the Irish people.

Nevertheless, without waiting to read Monsignor
Persico’s Relasione, and without condescending to take
any note of his advice, the Rescript was drawn up and
despatched to the Propaganda for transmission to the
Irish bishops.

When I was at the Propaganda, I was assured that
it bad not been the intention of the Pope to have the
* Rescript ” published at all. 1t was confidentially trans-
mitted to the bishops, who were to act on it as of their
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own motive. This was spoiled by an indiscretion.
Monsignor Agliardi, since “ promoted ” to be Nuncio at
Munich, was an Italian, who, when on a mission in India,
had been captivated by the smiling suavity of the
Viceroy. He learned the nature of the “ Rescript,” and
communicated the fact of its approaching despatch to
the Roman correspondent of the Daily Chronicle. This
gentleman telegraphed it to London, from whence
it was telegraphed back by the Stefani Agency, to
the infinite dismay of the Propaganda and the
justifiable wrath of Archbishop Walsh. The gross
breach of all etiquette, in allowing a Papal Rescript to
become known to the press before it reached the bishops
to whom it was addreésed, shocked the Pope, and,
according to Roman report, Archbishop Walsh had the
sympathy of the Pope in his protest against Monsignor
Agliardi’s indiscretion.

The decree, however, was issued. In condemning
boycotting and the Plan of Campaign, it assumed
as a ‘postulate the existence of free contract between
landlords and tenants in Ireland. Assuming that
to exist which did not exist, its censure was nothing
more than a shot fired in the air. Bos Jocutus est, and
to as little purpose and with as little intelligence as is
common to the species. It was a drufum fulmen, which
irritated without overawing, and alarmed without con-
vincing those to whom it was addressed.

Its text was as follows :—

““On several occasions the Apostolic See has given to the
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people of Ireland (whom it has always regarded with special
benevolence) suitable admoaitions and advice, when circumstances
required, as to how they might defend their rights without injury
to justice or the public peace. Our Holy Father, Leo XIIL,
fearing lest im that species of war that has been introduced
amongst the Irish people into the contests between landlords and
tenants, and which is commoaly called the Plan of Campaign, and
in that kind of social interdict called boycotting from the same
contests, true sense of justice and charity might be perverted,
ordered the Sapreme Congregation of the Iuquisition to subject
the matter to serious and careful examination. Hence the follow-
ing question was proposed to their Eminences the Cardinals of
that Cougregation : —

“Is it permissible, in the dispates between landowners and
tenmants in Ireland, to use the means kmown as the Plan of
Campaign and boyeotting ?

¢ After long and mature deliberation, their Eminences unani-
mously answered in the negative, and the decision was confirmed
by the Holy Father on Wednesday, the 18th of the present month.

““The justice of this decision will be readily seen by any one
who applies his mind to consider that a rent agreed on by mutual
consent camnot, without violation of a contract, be diminished at
the mere will of the tenant, especially when there are tribunals
appointed for settling sach controversies, and reducing unjust rents
within the bounds of equity, after taking into account the causes
which diminish the value of land. Neither can it be considered
Fermissible that rents be extorted from tenants and deposited in
the hands of unknown persoss to the detriment of the landowners.
Fmally, it is contrary to justice and charity to persecute by a
social interdict those who are satisfied to pay the rents they agree
to, or those who, in the exercise of their right, take vacant farms.

It will therefore be your Lordship’s duty, prudently, bat effec-
tually, to advise and exhort the clergy and the laity not to
transgress the bounds of Christian charity and justice whilst they
are striving for a remedy for their distressed condition.

(Signed) “R. CArDINAL MoNaco.
‘‘Rome, April 20, 1888.”
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In Ireland the “ Rescript ¥ was received with an angry
outburst of indignation, which found a convenient whip-
ping-boy in the Papal Envoy. Ever since the appear-
ance of that sinister and ill-omened document, Monsignor
Persico has been one of the most detested of living men.
““ And who is that?” said a recent distinguished visitor
to Rome, as in the midst of a throng of ecclesiastics he
saw a dignitary clad in the brown garb of a Capuchin
friar. ““Oh,” said his cicerone, ‘“that is Monsignor
Persico.”  “The saints preserve us!” was the reply ;
and the speaker, with horror and alarm on his features,
crossed himself as diligently as if the shadow of the Evil
One had fallen across his path. So vehement was the
chorus of denunciation, that Monsignor Persico was
alarmed for his own safety. Incredible as it may appear
to those who know how foreign such a crime is to the
Catholic Irish, it is actually the fact that he believed and
said that his life was in danger. It was with a feeling
of profound relief that he received permission to return
to Rome, where he is now looking after the Copts, and
discharging the other duties which belong to the Secre-
tariat of the Oriental rites to which he was promoted
some months after his return.

Never for many years has there been such a commo-
tion as was excited by the “Rescript.” The bishops of
Ireland, with one exception, omitted to publish it _to
their flocks. Monsignor Mocenni, the Under State
Secretary, an Italian who had much experience
of Vienna, but who regards Ireland from the con-
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ventionz! stzndpoint of eodesirstical discipline, was
scandzlised.  “They are revolutionaries,” he exclamed ;
““all revolutionarics—the whole people,—bow dare they
refuse to pablish the © Rescript” in Irelend 2™ They did
dare, and afier 2 while they were able to comvimce the
Holy Father that they were wiser in their disobedience
thon be was in his “Rescript.” The Pope was sincerely
alarmed by the storm which be had excited All
Ireland seemed to be up n zrms, and the most fachful
Catholics were those who took the lead m denoumcing
the “Resaript.”

The Bishop of Limerick, of course, was prompt to
zvail limselfl of the Pzpal cover for his own opimions.
Boycotting and the Plan of Czampaign, be told his dergy,
2s they actmally existed in Irelend, stood condemned as
violations of the moral baw, of charity and justice. This
was no loager 2 matter of opinion : it was now 2 settled
and 2 certain law of the Cathobic Church, which all the
faithful of the diocese were bound to tzke from him
smfal, a5 being against faith, to deny or impuzn under
any pretext the right of the Pope to condemn it . . .
The Pope has a divine and inalienable right to mterfere
in 2ll questions in which fxith and morals are concerned,
and so forth.

The Pope himself mritated 2t the protests im Ire-
land, so far forgot the dates and the facts 35 to say
in a letter to the Insh Bishops that he had imvesti-
gated the matter in persomal imterview with them-
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selves. How many Irish Bishops were personally inter-
viewed by the Pope on the subject of the Plan of
Campaign? He told them that ‘“they must take all
necessary steps so that no room be left for doubt as to
the force of the decree. Let it be understood by all
that the entire method of action whose employment we
have forbidden is forbidden as altogether unlawful.”
Nevertheless, the Irish Bishops explained away the
“Rescript,” and it has only been applied in one
solitary instance. To add to the chagrin and dis-
appointment of the well-meaning but injudicious Pope,
the only voices raised in approval were those of
the habitual enemies of himsel{ and his people, who
hardly cared to conceal the note of mockery and exul-
tation with which they hailed the discomfiture of the
Irish Catholics. To delight the enemies of the faith,
and to fill the faithful with confusion and dismay, was
not exactly the end which the Pope had set before
himself when, with unwise precipitance, he plunged into
the Irish bog. Fortunately, he was wise enough and
bold enough to see his mistake, and to endeavour to
reverse it. An apologetic explanation was published.
All negotiations with the Duke of Norfolk were abruptly
broken off. The Duke suddenly returned to England
from Italy without having the audience which had been
arranged. Monsignor Persico was recalled, and since
that date the Holy See has suspended all further
attempts to interfere in Irish affairs,

The formula under which this change of policy is
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concezled is a decision that, before any fresh step is
taken, the Irish and American Bishops, and, if possible,
those of Australia also, shall be cousulted—a resolution
of vast and far-reaching significance.

The lesson which this story teaches as to the perils
which encompass the Church when the Sovereign
Pontiff, the successor of the Prince of the Apostles, and
the Vicar upon earth of our Lord Himself, can thus set
at defiance the ordinary rules of statesmanship, is, that
it is not enough to have your head in the clouds : you
must also have your feet firmly planted upon solid facts.

The Pope’s ideal of embodying the voice of the
Christian conscience is an admirable one; but it requires
omniscience for its realisation. If he would essay to
presaibe for the moral and spiritual allments of man-
kind, the first condition is a careful diagnosis of the
state of his patient. It does not do to send “a man of
tried prudence and discretion™ to report upon a case,
and then to prescribe without reading his report. No
amount of respect due to the holiness of his office, or
the excellence of his intentions, can prevent the Pope
from making grievous mistakes prejudicial to his own
authority, if he ventures to pronounce judgment upon
subjects which he does not fully understand, without
taking the advice of those who are on the spot, and
whose authority he is always exhorting the faithful to
obey.
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CHAPTER XII.
REFORM AND REDISTRIBUTION.

In the great church of the Gesl, where Ignatius Loyola
lies enshrined in one of the most splendid temples reared
by human devotion to the memory of its benefactors,
two sculptured groups attract the eye of every visitor.
One, to the right of the altar, beneath which rest the
ashes of the saint, represents the Destruction of Pagan-
ism; the other, on the left, the Extirpation of Heresy.
The destroying angels, full of savage energy, smite and
spare not as they fall upon the enemies of the Church.
Some day, perhaps not in the distant future, a new and
stately temple will arise over the tomb of another saint,
to whom has been reserved the glory of launching the
thunderbolt of destruction against Pauperism and Prosti-
tution, against Intemperance and Slavery. And before
that shrine the whole human race will bow in a Catho-
licity wider than any that Rome has yet realised, in wor-
ship that is unmarred by the savage discords of sectarian
strife.
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Is it a vain dream that perchance this new Loyola,
who will found a Society of the Servants of Man, may
arise within the pale of the Roman Church? Who that
reflects upon the marvellous adaptabilities, the extra-
ordinary genius, and the recuperative power of the
Catholic Church can refuse to admit at least as a possi-
bility that under the pressure of the stern facts of life—
those grim schoolmasters of God—we may yet see even
this evolution? If the Church addresses itself in earnest
to the solution of the social question, who can say what
may happen? At present, no doubt, the Church has
got sadly out of gear. It has lost touch with the times.
It has lagged behind in the march of progress. The
mere suggestion that it may perhaps not altogether be a
waste force in the sum of human endeavour is received
with angry and incredulous scorn by the descendants of
the men whom the Church civilised and placed in the
van of human progress. But this estrangement may be
but temporary. The genius of our time is opposed to
relegating anything to the dust heap. The triumph of
our civilisation is the utilisation of everything that exists.
There is no waste in nature, and it is contrary to every
scientific principle to suppose that mankind will fail to
discover any means of utilising an institution as immense
as the Catholic Church. No doubt there is much that
has become obsolete. Churches, like trees, have need to
shed their leaves. It is the law of growth, But if
there be but vitality in the trunk, if the roots are
anchored deep with living grasp in the heart of mother
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earth, the fall of the leaf is but the harbinger of ci)ming
spring. A good many old leaves are falling off the
Catholic Church to-day, and more will fall before the
spring arrives.  But it is too close to the heart of the
world for us to doubt but that the spring will surely
come.

In all human institutions existing in the world at this
hour, the German headquarters’ staff probably represents
most nearly the perfect flower of the organizing and
directing intellect of man. For the defence of the
Fatherland, encamped as it were in the very midst of
possible enemies, every faculty of the German brain has
been taxed to the uttermost. There is not a weak place
on the frontier but measures have been devised for its
protection, not a gap in the line of defence to which
a competent force is not already told off to fill. Nor is
there a single fencible man in all Germany who, on
hearing the electric words, *Krieg.Mobil,” does not
know exactly where to go and what to do. There we
have supreme intelligence directing forces animated by
implicit obedience and confident loyalty with such suc-
cess that, within ten days from the declaration of war,
the whole mobilised force of the Empire could be
launched as an irresistible thunderbolt into the heart -
of the enemy’s country. What is wanted is something
of the same intelligence to direct and the same unhesi-
tating loyalty to obey in the vast field of humanitarian
reform. At present the world, from the point of view
of the reformer, presents a sad and sorry spectacle. In



REFCZM 4XD REDISTRIBCTION. 193

the great campaizn against the evils which zfflict sodety,
every regiment fights for its own hand, without concert,
without communication. There is no Intelligence De-
partment in the humanitarian movement. Itis aimless,
fitfal, inorganic. Instead of coacentrating all ther force
on the weakest point of the enemy’s positicn, our troops
scatter their fire aimlessly all 2long the bne, 2nd occa-
sionally blaze into each other’s ranks, by way of protest
against a diffierence of regimentzls. Imagine Germany
split up once mere into the old multiplicity of kingships
and princpelities, and with the headquarters’ st2ff abo-
lished, and you have, compared with the Germzny of
to-day, the contrast in effective force which would exist
between the aimless 2nd sporadic warfare that is waged
to-day by the humanitarian forces of the world and the
Irresistible plan of campaign that might be organized if
mankind had some common centre for deliberation,
co-operation, and direction. I hope no one will do me
the injustice of imegming that I hanker after anything
approaching a system of drill-sergeant in any department
of human life, least of 2l in things moral, socal, and
spmtoal. Bat that which has been achieved by a
centralised despotism in military affairs may be accom
plished by intelligent co-operation and voluntary asso-.
ciation in the freer realm of humeanitzrizn endeavoer.
The question is, whether the Holy See, with its great
become the centre of organmized human effort for the

amelioration of the lot of men. not by virtue of any
~
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arbitrary authority, human or divine, but because it
may make itself the heart and the brain of collective
humanity.

It is not impossible. But certain conditions will have
to be complied with before it is possible, and the first of
these is that it must leave Rome. The evil traditions of
a centralised Empire based on force cling to the very
stones of the Imperial city. Authority is in the air of
the Vatican, and by a strange and providential dispensa-
tion, the place where the temptation to rely upon autho-
rity is strongest is the place where the possibility of
exerting even moral influence is the least. To me the
chief element of hope for the Catholic Church in our
time has been the destruction of the Temporal Power.
‘Whatever may have been its uses once, it had become
as the cerements of the grave round the living body of
the Church. Now the tomb has been opened, and
Lazarus has come forth. But, however beneficent the
change, it has created an aggravated and inflamed con-
dition of mind on both sides, which is fatal to any
utilisation of the Holy See for secular service as long as
it remains in Rome. Every action of the Pope would
be misinterpreted. Every proposal he made would be
rejected. For it must never be forgotten that at the
present moment in all sad verity the Pope is far more
really a bishop iz partibus infidelium than any of the
hierarchy in English-speaking lands. In no city in the
English-speaking world, not even in Belfast, where *To
hell with the Pope!” is the favourite watchword “of the
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comer boys of the Orange quarter, would the Pope be
regarded with anything approaching the same rancorous
hostility with which he is regarded by the majocity of the
active politicizns in Rome  The first condition of the
adaptation of the Papacy to the mew ema is that i
chief must quit Romesy, He will never do so of his own
accord ; bat if Providence willls for the Holy See 2 wider
mission than can be fulfilled at the Vatican, the relnc-
tance of za mdividuzl to change his quarters will not
coant.

The second change that is equally indispenssblie, and
which would nzturally follow the tramsferemce of the
Holy See from Rome to some place nearer the centre ot
the forces which are shaping the modern world, & what
we in England would desaribe 2s a redistribution of
seats. Never, until I was actually in Rome, did I realise
the extent to which the Temporal Power had destroyed
the very ideal of 2 Catholic Charch.  The whole adminis-
tration of what was supposed to be the Cosmopolitzn
Church Universal had been degraded into a mere prefect
ture of 2 single city. Every office is stuffed with Italans
When I exchiimed agzinst this [talianisition of the
Church, I was asked bow it could possibly be avoided.
The Pope ragned in Rome. His subjects were Italians
He could not govern them by Frenchmen or Germans o,
Englishmen. And thes the imtevests of the Church
Upniversal were deliberately subordinated to the admini-
strative necessities of 2 city not the size of Glesgow. Of
mﬁk-'giﬁ-qksolmgzsrhehm'n&d&e
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Church outside Rome was solely theological. There are
no nationalities on the other side of the grave. But the
moment you attempt to make the Holy See a living
centre of the actual forces of the modern world, you will
have to make the administration as cosmopolitan as the
area of its jurisdiction. The change will have to-begin
with the Pope, and go right down to the Minutante in the
Congregations.

Cardinal Lavigerie was interviewed last month about
the chances of his selection as the successor of
Leo XIII. He laughed the idea to scorn. .“The
Italians,” he said, “would never renounce the prepon-
derance which had enabled them to monopolise the
Holy See for the last hundred years. It is as absurd to
talk of a French Pope as it is to dream of seizing the
moon with one’s teeth.” That is not the sentiment
which should exist in any institution really cosmopolitan
and international. But it is inevitable that all the other
nationalities should feel the same. The Italians exploit
the whole Church. Nothing impressed me more when
I came to look into the matter than the analogy there is
between the Curia and the old unreformed House of
Commons. There is just the same disproportion
between the representatives and the represented.
Gatton and Old Sarum have their full quota of members.
Birmingham and Manchester are left out in the cold.
At the beginning of the year, according to the official
“ Gerarchia,” there were only 6o cardinals in the Sacred
College. Of these 32 were Italians, while the remaining
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28 red hats were distributed ower all the rest of the
world.  Ttaly, which, when every anti-clerical is reckoned
as a Catholic, does not contain more than one-cighth of
" the fithfel, t5 thus allotted more than onehalf of the
scats in the Sacred College Ewen this s 2 wvery
imadequate representation of the case against the exist-
ing system.  The Italtan cardimals are on the spot.  Of
the others, the greater proportion are appomnted zs a
kind of homorary distinction. They Eve in distant
capitals, and their share 2s to the admimistration of the
Cumia is practically of the shightest For instance,
Cardimal Mznnimg s I Westminster, Cardinal Newman
m Bormingham, while Cardinal Howard hzs comes home

&_bdie. Cardinal Morzn s in Melbourne, and Cardinal

-
-

Gibbons im Baltimore. Yet, i Dr. Gibboms had ot
been a cardinzl, the Pope would have blundered 2s
badly about the Knights of Labour 25 be did about the
Plzn of Campaign. Had Archbishop Walsh worn the
red hat, we may rely upon it that the Pope would have
escaped the ptfall of the Persico © Rescript” While the
Italians have more than 50 per cent. of the College, they
have more than So per omt. of the actnzl working stafl
It s they who mamaze everything. What they lack in
faith they make uwp in wirepalling. All the spoils go to
tham There is hardly a high admimistrative office in the
patronage of the Holy See that is not given to0 an Italian.
If they do mot live for the Church, they at Jeast livconit.
The present Pope, who has the instincts of a statesman,
has eadeavowed to move in the direction of diminishing
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the Italian preponderance at headquarters. When he
came to the Pontifical throne, there were thirty-eight
Italian cardinals against twenty-five non-Italians. At
the beginning of the year the numbers were 32 to 28.
Yet Leo XIII., during his eleven years’ reign, has
created 37 Italian cardinals and 21 non-Italian. It
will require much more drastic reform than this to bring
the headquarters’ staff of the Church into correspondence
with the forces which it is to direct. No one would, of
course, propose to demand the rigorous application of
a system of proportional representation to the College of
Cardinals. But the general principle that the interests
of unrepresented people are apt to be overlooked holds
so far good in affairs ecclesiastical as well as in affairs
political, that it may be worth while roughly to jot down,
side by side, the number of red hats allotted the different
nations, and the number that would be accorded to them
if distribution went according to population. I take the
figures from the *Atlas des Missions Catholiques” and
the official “ Gerarchia,” merely premising that it is mon-
strously absurd to count all the freethinkers of France
and Italy as Catholics, while excluding all the non-
Catholic Christians in England and America. As,
however, this absurdity strengthens the case in
favour of the sfatus guo, 1 let it pass without further
comment.
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THE CATHOLIC WORXLD AND THZ COLLEGE OF CARDINALS.

Comntry. Catholics.  Cardimalss  Duee Proportion.
France o 35,400,000 7 ) 1]
Asstria-Hangary 29,580,000 4 3
Imly .. .. 28000000 32 S
Spain .. . 15870000 4 4
Germeay .. 16,230,000 3 4
Belgum «+ 3,500,000 - 2
Polaad ... --- 4,500,000 4 1
Portegal - 4,300,000 2 x
Ireland --  3.950,000 — I
Great Beitain ... 1,320,000 3 —
Otber Countries 6,000,000 — 2

* Ameyica - 51,000,000 2 13
Asa .. .. 9,000,000 = 3
+ Africa ... - 2,600,000 | ¢
+ Asstralia - 670,000 T T
L il 60 61
* Cardinal Meoraa (Issk). Cardimal Tascherean (Freach Camadian)
t Cardinal Lavigerie (Freach)

oo MmNl

The whole of Catholic South America is unrepre-
sented in the Sacred College. Even if we do not acoept
Mr. Gladstone’s principle, that the more distant places
have a night to more rather than less representation, this
neglect of South America is inexplicable. The representa-
tion of Germany and Austria is miserably inadequate.
Can the eccentric Hohenlohe and the worn-out veteran
Melchers be regarded as an adequate representation of
the race whose genius for organization dominates
Euzrope? We have no doubt more than our fair share,
but none of our cardinals reside in Rome. But I have
said enough to show how utterly impossible it is for even
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the Catholic nations to regard the Curia as in any sense
an adequate representation of their interests. If ever the
Pope is to be Commander-in-Chief of the Humanitarian
forces of the world, he will have to recruit his head-
quarters’ staff more evenly from all the nations under his
control.

The Holy See is in another matter just about one
hundred years behind the times. The Pope is very
anxious to be in diplomatic relations with the Govern-
ments of the day. It is the fashion in some quarters to
attribute this solely to a desire on his part to secure
some shadowy foothold from which he might reascend
the throne of Temporal Power. That, no doubt, is one of
the motives actuating the Holy See; but it is not the
only one. At bottom the craving for Nuncios is based
upon a very natural and proper desire on the part of the
Holy Father to be in actual touch with the representatives
of the nations in the midst of whom the Church exists.
But what is not yet recognised at the Vatican is, that the
last hundred years have so totally shifted the real centre
of national vitality, that it is almost as absurd to seek to
get in touch with the nations by the machinery of
diplomacy as it would be to trust to semaphores to
transmit telegrams. While the Vatican is vainly sighing
for the establishment of direct diplomatic relations with
the Court of St. James’s, it entirely neglects the simple
and obvious means of communication with the people
who dictate the policy of the Court which lies ready to
its hands. A Pope who recognised the part which the
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press plays in the modern warld could afford to lamgh at
the archaic machinery of nonciatmres. But so far from
recogmsing this, the Vatican s abmost emtirely withomt
amy mcans of commumication with the press of the
world ~ Newspaper comrespomdemts will tell yom in
CGespair that, after repested attempts, they hawe aban-
Vatican.  Yet the Holy See is a perfect hive of pews of
all descriptions, which amives from all parts of the world.
and might be distributed all over the world, to the very
grezt advantzze of the Holy Soe and of the public. Bt
there 75 no Comrespondence Burcan at the headquarters
of the Church ; there is mot even the fechlest anempt om
the pazt of the Catholic Chmrch to employ the machinery
which Primce Bismarck hes found so mvelmable for the
edacation and manipulation of the public press. The
aifvcials at beadquarters bitterly complzin of the falsity
of most of the pews semt from Rome. They have only
themselves to blame for it. If correspondents are com-
pelled 0 moke bricks withowt strew, it cannot be
wondered at if the resalts are unsatisfactory. It is trme
that there are two newspapers, the Osserpafore Romons
and the Aowitenr de Rowe, which sre in a way the
agans of the Vatican; bt they seldom publish news
umtil it has cezsed to be news, and 15 biue mouldy from
age. Acmality is a2 word the mezmme of which the
Vatican has stilll to lesrn. The Holy See clamms to be
mearly two thowsand yesrs old, and with the yemrs of
Methuselah & has acquired moch of that antedilrvizn
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patriarch’s indifference to time. The leisurely habits of
a clumsy Saurian of the Pliocene period are, however,
ridiculously out of place in the last quarter of the nine-
teenth century, when men talk by telephone, correspond
by telegraph, and read morning and evening all the news
of all the world for the previous twelve hours. Of all
functionaries, he whom the Church most needs to-day is
a real live editor who would keep the Vatican and the
press in close electric touch all over the world. He
would not cost as much as a single Nuncio, and he
would be worth more than them all.

This brings me to the next change, which seems
indispensable if the Holy See is to regain its lost posi-
tion, and which could be adopted without any violence
being done either to faith, doctrine, or its ecclesiastical
organization. The Pope is surrounded by a host of
Congregations, which constitute the departments or
committees of the Church. There are the Congrega-
gations of the Propaganda, of the Index, of Indulgences
and Rites, and so forth without end. There is no Con-
gregation charged with the study of the Social Question.
It is time there were. There is no need to suppress
any of the existing Congregations. ~All that is necessary
is to add another, which would be to the whole indus-
trial populations of Christendom what the Congregation
of the Propaganda is to the heathen world. If the Pope
is not to stultify himself by dealing with benevolent
officiousness in matters upon which he is imperfectly
informed, and with which he is in no official relation,
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the sooner he gets his Congregation of the Social Ques-
tion the better. It will certainly not lack for business.
If it is well manned and up to its work, it may make
itself the headquarters of the new International, and
exercise a beneficent influence on the emancipation of
labour throughout Christendom. While its primary
function would be to keep the Pope informed, it would
be not less useful in stimulating every priest in the
Church to regard the social amelioration of the condi-
tion of the people in the midst of whom he was
living as one of the most important of his duties.
The establishment of such a Congregation is the
logical corollary of the Pope’s promises to the
French pilgrims. If it is not established, it will
be understood that beyond the emission of philan-
thropic aspirations the Holy Father does not mean
to go.

When that Congregation is established, an oppor-
tunity will be afforded for marking the appreciation by
the Holy See of the altered position of women in the
New Era. The Church which has exalted woman in
the person of the Madonna, and has long set an ex-
ample to the world in the career which it afforded to
women in the establishment and control of great religious
orders, can have no objection to recognise the necessity
of admitting women to a position as consulters on the
“Committee which is to advise the Church on the social
question. Of the four leading points in the Pope’s
social programme, one concerns woman exclusively. a
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second relates to the employment of her children, and
the other two apply equally to both men and women.
To have a Congregation of the Social Question from
which women were excluded would be absurd. To admit
them would be the most signal demonstration of the
appreciation of the Holy See of the importance of
woman’s influence in the State in the altered circum-
stances of the modern world.

Another matter, in which there is room for a good
deal of improvement, is the matter of languages.
What the headquarters of the Church really needs is a
perennial renewal of the gift of tongues, which startled
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. Failing miracle,
even the Holy See must have recourse to science, and
its headquarters’ staff should be a little more polyglot
than it is to-day. In older days Latin was the universal
language of the Church—the Zzngua franca of medizval
civilisation. It has played its part; but the time is
coming when it will be succeeded by another. That
language will not be Volapuk, much less will it be
French. The common speech of the New Era will be
the tongue which Milton spoke and Shakespeare
wrote.

In the readjustment of the machinery of the Church
to the altered needs of the New Era, I have suggested
nothing that in any way infringes upon the province of
the supernatural. The sacred deposit of faith and
doctrine I have scrupulously left intact. It is not with
such matters that T have had to do in my visit here.
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No devout Catholic can accuse me of the sin of Uzzh,
who laid profane but helping hand on the Ark of the
Covenant. Accepting the Holy See at its own valea-
tion, I have simply endeavoured to point cut what are
some of the most obvious changes whick seem to be
dictated by prudence to enable the Church to zttain its
avowed ends. It will hardly be contended by zny save
the sceptics, who are full of scomn 2t the idea of any
one treating the Catholic Church seriously, tha: the
Divine guidance promised to the Church would be
withheld if the postal address of the Pope dd
not happen to be zt Rome. That would, indeed,
be to degrade the Catholic faith to the level of
the old pagan superstition, which believed that the
Divine oracle could only be consulted in the Delphic
cave.

It is tue that “B. O. S,” the writer of the
pamphlet on the Roman question which was handed to
me on my first visit to the Vatican, does endeavorr to
develop the theory of the necessity for the Temporal
Power into a kind of necessary corollary to the dogma
of Infallibility. If his contention were sound, it would
only tend to prove how indispensable for the Catholic
Church is the existence of outsiders who are free to call
attention to the mistakes of its head without being ex-
posed to accusations of mutiny. As for the other point,
the meed for the redistribution of seats, not even the
most arrogant Itahian of them all can pretend that the
eternal monopoly of all the offices of the Church by the
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compatriots of Victor Emmanuel and of Mazzini is
essential to the preservation of the original deposit of
faith.

There are many things in the Church in Rome calcu-
lated to excite the liveliest repugnance on the part, not
merely of Protestants, but Catholics accustomed to the
more sober and rational worship of other lands. General
Ignatieff’s unaffected indignation at the mingled irrever-
ence and superstition which he met in many of the
Roman churches was quite irrepressible.  “ I understand
Luther now,” he exclaimed. “If I were a Catholic, two
days in Rome would make me a Protestant.” No one,
however, can accuse me in these letters of allowing any
of my hereditary Puritanism to betray me into even an
unsympathetic word. All that I ask is, that supernatural
things should not be allowed to monopolise the exclu-
sive attention of the good men and women who form the
working force of the Catholic Church in all lands.
There are other things in the world which demand
attention not less urgently than the veneration of
departed saints, or even than the execration of
cremated heretics. What is wanted is a readjustment
of perspective quite as much as a redistribution of
seats.

A single illustration will suffice. This year has not
been uneventful in the history of our race. The dawn
of the New Era draws nigh. East and west, north and
south, there is a stirring among the peoples. New ideas
are in the air, and in the heart of the labouring man
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there Is Zrowing a grezt hope that 2t last the travaill of
the ages s zbout to bring forth 2 new and better socal
order. From his palace-prison 2t the Vatican the Pope
c2n “tume 21l the pulpits ” of Catholic Christendom, 20d
be Bas only to sigmify his will to camse amything he
pieases to be read zloed in the hearing of 21l the con-
grezations of the fithful What hes be done this year?
He hes pleaded for more prayers to St Joseph, 2nd be
has denoenced th= monwment to Giordzno Bruno. Czn
it be said, cven by the most devoted Catholic, thet the
Holy Father by this means has made any serious attempt
to infinence the living forces of our time ?

Given all these changes—that is to szy, the Holy See
removed from the Vatican to the freer ztmosphere of
the Western world, the Curia and the persexme of the
administration brooght zpproximetely nezrer to a pro-
paortionate representation of the whole of the constitment
sections of the Catholic Charch, 2 Congregation for socizl
questions estzblished, on which women would hzve a night
0 be consulted equally with men, a newspaper znd corres-
pondence burean i full working order, and the progressive
saubstitation of English for Latin as the umiversal ka-
guage of the Church,—given all these changes, or even
some tangible 2pproach thereto, and the effective force
of the Holy See in the modern workd would be im-
menscly increased.  Nome of these changes is 2t van-
ance with the faith, doctrine, and discipline of the
Church.  These are merely readjustments, which woeld
enable the Chmrch to adapt its somewhat antiquated
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machinery to the ever-changing needs of the new time.
If to all of these developments you add a young and
energetic Pope, with an eye to see, an ear to hear, and
sufficient faith in the heart of him to dare to put the
Church to the crucial test of using it unhesitatingly as a
weapon to smite every evil that afflicts the world, and as
an instrument to help mankind to attain every aspira-
tion after a higher and nobler life, we should cease
to sigh after the glories of Gregory and the triumphs of
Hildebrand in the splendour of the achievements of the
new reign.



CHAPTER XIIL
I3 A HUMANISED PAPACY POSSIBLE?

It is easy, no doubt, to make mincemeat of all my pious
imaginings and charitable hopes concerning the possi-
bility of a humanised Papacy by copious quotations
from the Syllabus and the Eacyclicals of various Popes,
not excepting those of Leo XIIL If any one imagines
that he thereby scores a point against his antagonist,
well and good. But as I have never mazintained that
the Catholic Church has been other than intolerant, or
that it has ever abstained from persecuting when it was
subjected to the old temptation to which it succumbed
when it slaughtered the Albigenses and sang Te Deum
over the massacre of St. Bartholomew, I do not see the
point of these quotations. All Churches have persecuted
whenever they have been cursed with the possession of
power, and the Church that has had most power has
naturaily done most persecuting. Logically, the Pope
ought perhaps to have burned me if he had got a fair
chance, and no doubt there can be ample store of texts
exhumed from Papal deliverances that would justifyalmost

any enormity in the shape of persecution. That does
o
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not matter to me so much. The caterpillar has been a
caterpillar, no doubt, with a voracious appetite for
cabbage leaves ; but that does not prevent its developing
into a radiant butterfly, that sips nectar and lives in the
sunshine, The Roman Church, like all other institutions
composed of mortal men; is subject to the inevitable law of
progress and evolution. It may boast as it pleases of
being eternally the same. No system can stereotype a
creed which exists in the hearts of living men. The
form may be jealously preserved, the spirit is transformed.
Men may say they believe in the same things, but their
whole perspective insensibly changes, and the real
active belief of humanity varies inside and outside the
Church from century to century. * As all forms of religi-
ous belief but represent the angles at which man
looks at God, so every change in the mental, moral, and
material position of the race modifies its conception of
the Infinite. From this law the Roman Church can no
more exempt itself than it can refuse to whirl round the
sun with the other inhabitants of our planet. It will,
of course, by the law of its being, make heroic efforts to
Freserve a sense of continuity in the mutations through
which it passes, and it will naturally repudiate indignantly
all accusations of having changed. Even when it is
accepting the new doctrine, it will protest most vehe-
mently its devotion to the outgrown truth. Of this we
have illustrations enough and to spare in the Encyclicals
of the present Pope. No one has asserted in more un-
compromising terms than he the duty of the State con-



Is 4+ Housxisep Perscy Possizze? 211
stitnted oa a Christian basis to establish the Catholic
religion, to favour it, to protect it, and cover it with the
authority of the laws, and not to institute or decree any-
from condesceading to acknowledge hiberty of thought,
the Pope tells us plainly that “that faculty of thinking
whatever you like, and expressing whatever you like to
think in writing, without any thought of moderation, s
not of its own nature 2 good in which buman sogety
can rightly rejoice, but, on the contrary, a2 fount and
origin of many ills.” And so far from pretending that
the Papacy is tolerant of liberty of worship, Leo XIII.,
after quoting various Encyclicals, seys: “ From these
decisions of the Popes it is clearly to be understood that
. . - . itis a cime for private individuals and 2
cime for States . . . to treat different kinds of
relizion in the same way, that the uncontrolled power
of thinking and peblidy proclaiming one’s thoughts has
no place amongst the rights of dtizens.” Again: “The
Church judges it not lawful that the variows kinds of
divine worship should bave the same right as the true
religion,”—the Catholic to wit. All this, of course, s
intolerance pure and undisguised. That is the old ua-
adulterated doctrine of sacerdotal ascendency, which
woeld have its logical outcome in the aato da fe. Itis
one of the drawbacks of the continuity of the Church,
that its Popes are constantly embarrassed in their
attempts to reconcile themselves to the age in which
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when men roasted each other for the love of God, and
plied the rack and the thumbscrew for the sake of pure
religion. But the Church sloughs its faggots and its
thumbscrews, even when professing to swear by them.
In the very Encyclical from which I have quoted these
lamentable specimens of Roman intolerance, the wily
and dexterous Pope succeeds with more than Glad-
stonian agility in extricating himself from his dilemma.
It is true that the Popes have caused it clearly to be under-
stood that the State is bound to wield the sword of
Caesar against the enemies of the Church; but, he points
out, this is only when the philosophy of the Gospel
governed the constitution of the State, and it is only
under the Christian order of civil society, now most
fortunately for us heretics practically non-existent,
that these Papal maxims of intolerance have to be
applied. For all serious purposes, we might as well
discuss what would take place in space of four dimen-
sions.

More important, because universally applicable, is
the doctrine which the Pope lays down as governing
the duty of the Church in relation to States not governed
by the philosophy of the Gospel—that is to say, to
every modern State. Here is the formula by which the
Church is enabled to give its formal sanction to religious
liberty, and to trample under foot its own old-time doc-
trine of religious persecution :—

““ If, indeed, the various kinds of divine worship are treated as of
equal right with the true religion, the Church declares this to be
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saliwfal; bat it doss mot for that reason cosdemn those rulers of
pablic affzirs who, for the sake of attaining some great good, or of
averting some evil, paticntly endare in custom and practice that
each of these kinds of religion should have its place in the comm-n-
wealth. For this the Church with all care forbids that any man
should be foroed against bis will to embrace the Cathoiic feith, as
St. Acgustine wisely warns ws “that no man can believe valess be
be willing.” ™

That is, as the Zablt was careful at the time to point
out—

“An epunciation of great breadith, forasmuch 2s there is
mot at this time amy people which retains its perfect religious
wnity. Leco XIIT., leckieg upon the face of Christian Earope,
Izys down the great laws which govern the Church in the midst
of our manifold divisions. It tolerates what it caanot care, and it
disclaims all desire or will to seck for uaity by coercion.”

“The grapes are sour,” sneers the Protestant. It may
be so; but, under whatever pretext, is it not good that
the fox abandons his attempt to rob the vineyard ?

Of course it is easy to complain of this mere absence
of condemnation of rulers, who patiently endere in custom
and in practice the free exercise of religious worship,
as a meagre acknowledzment of the great principle
of religious liberty; But it is unscientific to expect your
caterpillar to become a butterfly all at abound. Neither
is it good policy to thrust 2 demonstration down a
man’s throat, every time he shows an inclination to adopt
a mere rational view, that his new belief is grossly
inconsistent with his former superstitions. Rather is it
the part of a judicious friend to encourage the new
departure, saying nothing about the inconsistency of the



214 Tuz Pore aND THE NEw ERa.

new truth with the old fallacy, but confidently relying
upon the efficacy of the former to cast out the latter.
Logically, the interdict upon forcing men against their
will to embrace Catholicism carries with it the negative
of the principle of persecution. When doctors disagree,
the people decide; and when the same Encyclical lays
down principles which logically lead to opposite con-
clusions, it is surely better to lay stress upon those with
which we are in accord than upon those with which we
are in antagonism.

People persist in imagining the Church of Rome to
be either an entirely divine institution or one entirely
diabolic. In reality, it is intensely human, full of incon-
sistencies, paradoxes, and seeming contradictions. In
the jungle of oditer dicta of successive Popes, the in-
genious Catholic who is in sympathy with the spirit of
the age finds it easy to find many passages which con-
cede all that he needs in order to reconcile his religion
and his reason. It is true that there are many hard
sayings impossible to harmonise with the more enlight-
ened declarations. Here, for instance, is one which is
uncompromising enough :— ;

“ As regards opinion, it is necessary both to hold all things
whatsoever the Roman Pontiffs have delivered“or shall hereafter
deliver with firm grasp and clear apprehension, and also, as often
as occasion demands, openly to profess the same. And to give an
instance concerning those things which are called recently-acquired

liberties, it is proper to stand by the judgment of the Apostolic
See, and for every one to hold what she holds.”

That, of course, must go far to reducing to blank
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despair many a devoui Catholic, who can no more
accept many of the declarations of the Popes than they
can believe that two and two make five. But in the
same Encyclical there is this comforting assurance:
«Since every truc. thing mast necessarily proceed from
God, whatever of truth is by search atwined, the Church
acknowledges as a certain token of the Divine Mind.”

Clearly there Is comfort here, and this passage may
serve as a sheet anchor to many a troubled spirit.

Of course, it will be said that these are forced inter-
pretations, that it is unfair to lay stress upon the
passages which here and there conflict with the whole
tendency of the teachings of the Pope. But when there
is darkness in all the land. men are justified in fixing
their gaze upon the faint rays of Iight in the east which
herald the coming day.

‘The teaching of the Holy Sec in respect to demo-
cracy must often seem hopelessly irrational to the
American prelates, who, to do them justice, seldom
lose an opportunity of declaring their belief in a sense
exactly contrary to that of the Pope. For while Arch-
bishop Ireland exulted in his great sermon before the
Centennial Conference of Catholics at Baltimore, that
we lived in a democratic age, in which even princes
wished to do the will of the people, the Pope has con-
demned this assertion as little short of atheistic.

“The idea prevails,” he wrote in pious horror ia his En-
cyclical, “that princes are really nothing but delegates to
carry out the popular will! In this way it is clear a State
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is nothing else but a mob, which is mistress and direc-
tress of itself.” As for the fundamental English prin-
ciple, - that resistance to tyrants is obedience towards
God, the Pope regards it as utterly damnable. “To
cast away obedience, and by popular violence to incite
to sedition, is treason not only against man but against
God.” That so-called “sedition” may be the first duty
of a Christian and a patriot has not yet dawned upon
the Holy See. The great republic that was cradled in
rebellion, and the race that established its liberties by
revolution, can never listen with patience to the pious
platitudes of Encyclicals concerning the heinousness of
resistance to tyranny. But even here there are signs of
dawning reason. It is true that the Pope, wringing his
hands, declares, “Verily things under the auspices of
these doctrines [of modern democracy] have come to
such a pass, that many sanction this as a law in civil
jurisprudence, to wit, that sedition may rightly be raised ; ”
but in a still later Encyclical, that of 1888, the Pope
lays down doctrines concerning the right of resistance
to oppression which would delight the heart of a Puritan
or a Republican :

¢ If, then, by any power, there be sanctioned anything out of
conformity with the principles of right reason, which is conse-
quently hurtful to the commonwealth, such an enactment can have
no authority as not ‘being even a law of justice, but likely to lead
men away from that good which is the only end of civil society.
Where the power to command is wanting, or where a law is
enacted contrary to reason, or to the eternal law, or the ordinance
of God, obedience is unlawful, lest while obeying man we fail in
obedience to God.” Again—*‘ Wherever there exists or there is
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reason o fear cither an unjust oppression of the people or 2 depriva-
tioa of the Charch’s Liberty, it is lawful to seck for such a change
of Government as will give due liberty of action.™

Thatis good and sound, and, carried to its logical con-
clusion, will justify every “ sedition ™ that was ever justy
raised by an oppressed people against an oppressive
Government. Then, again, while American Catholics
mast writhe when they read such blasphemy against the
American Constitation as the Pope’s obiter Jicta, that
the doctrine of the sepremacy of the people is in contra-
diction to reason, and that the absurdity of the position
of those who hold the fatal theory of the separation of
Church and State is manifest, they can gather comfort from
the declaration in the same Encyclical, that “ it is not of
itself wrong to prefer a democratic form of Government,
if only the Catholic doctrme be maintained as to the
origin and use of power. Neither does the Church con-
demn those who, if it can be done without violztion of
justice, wish to make their country independent of any
foreign or despotic power.”

So it is all through. ‘“The oracle speaks with a
double voice; you pay your money and take your
choice.”™ The Papal Encyclical upon Liberty is suffi
cently uncompromising in form. Liberty of worship,
it declares, is opposed to the virtae of religion, and is the
abject subjection of the soul to sin. Liberty of the
press is not right, for false doctrines should be diligently
repressed by public authority. Under unbridled license
of speech and of writing, nothing will remain sacred,
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and so forth. As for liberty of teaching, it is opposed
to reason, and tends to pervert men’s minds. All
teaching, even of science, where it appears to bear on
faith and morals, must be subject to the just and neces-
sary restraint of the judgment of the Church. Liberty
of conscience is only permissible when it is used in a
Christian sense. Yet in this very Encyclical there
occurs a passage which opens the door wide to all these
liberties. Here it is:

¢ With the discernment of a true mother, the Church weighs the
great burden of human weakness, and she knows what is the course
in which the minds and the affairs of men are now borne along.
For this reasor, while not conceding any rights to anything that is
not true and honest, it does not forbid public authority to tolerate
what is at variance with truth and justice, for the sake of avoiding
a greater evil, or of obtaining or preserving some greater good.”

This doctrine of the pitying mother who understands
the tendency of the times, and tolerates in practice what
she condemns in theory, enables the Pope to execute a
curve with rapidity and dignity, Not, of course, that he
admits the curve :

¢¢ Although, in the extraordinary condition of these times, the
Church usually acquiesces in certain modern liberties, not because
she prefers them in themselves, but because she judges it expedient
to permit them, in better times she would use her liberty.”
And be as intolerant as ever, no doubt. But, fortunately
for the Church, such * better times " will return no more
for ever.

The real hope of the Church lies in the new world
of English speakers, who are bringing into the fold the
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beliefs and aspirations of our democratic, self-governing,
selfreliant race. Of the Latin nations, it may be said in
relation to the English, as was spoken by John the
Baptist about the Messiah, “ They must decrease—we
must increase.” The Pope may not like democracy
and the Anglo-American ideas. St. Peter as a fisherman,
accustomed to the fresh-water boating of the Lake of
Gennesaret, would probably bave shrunk from sailing in
the salt sea, much as the Pope shrinks from democracy.
But he would never have got to Rome if he bad not
crossed the brine Neither will his successor ever
attain the headship of the modem world unless he re-
conciles himself with the democratic spirit now supreme
through all Englishspeaking lands. That which is im-
portant in the Encyclicals is that which opens the door
tomodern ideas. The anathemas do not count. These
are mere dead leaves and outward husks, whose decay
manures the plant that will spring from the seed, in
which alone there is life Who, it may be asked, can
say which is the vital germ in all these voluminous
Encyclicals? The vital germ is that which can survive
best in the conditions of its new environment. Hence, if
we look at the environment which will govern the survival
or the elimination of the various principles now existing
more or less side by side in the Papal teachings, we may
discover without mnch difficulty what is husk and what
is germ. Already the influence of the spirit of the
English speaker has made itself felt in the Church
in England, in the States, and in the Colonies. There
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is so little of the medizval tophamper retained in Eng-
lish Catholic Churches, that an English Catholic must
often be almost as much shocked as an English Puritan
in visiting many of the Churches of Rome. In England
and in America we have already a humanised Catholic-
ism, which is rationalism itself compared with the
Bambino worship of Italy. But the best way of illus-
trating the difference is by reprinting bodily the very
remarkable discourse which the Archbishop of St
Paul’s, in the North-West, delivered to the Centennial
Conference of the American Catholics held this Novem-
ber at Baltimore. Archbishop Ireland is a prelate of
bigh standing and of great influence. As he was selected
specially to preach to the Conference on the new cen-
tury, it is evident that he is generally regarded by his
brethren as one who, more than any other, is best fitted
to interpret the spirit in which American Catholics face
the future. His sermon is so different in spirit, in
form, and in substance to the Encyclicals, that it is diffi-
cult to believe that the author is actually a faithful and
obedient servant of the Church which has the author of
the Encyclicals as its chief. Vet this is the fact; and,
thanks to the immense increase of English speakers in
the world, it is the faith of the Archbishop which will
practically dictate the future development of the doc-
trines of the Pope.

Archbishop Ireland’s discourse was on “‘ The new centary—
responsibilities, hopes, and duties.” The text was,  For thy soul

fight for justice, and even unto death fight for justice, and God will
overthrow thy enemies for thee” (Ecclesiasticus iv. 33). His Grace
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said : A century closes; a century opens. The present is for
Catholics in America a most solemn moment. Another spesker
has reviewed the past, evoked from its shades the spirits of its
heroes, and read to you the lessons of their laboars. I will bid you
turn to the fature. It has special significance for us- The past our
fathers wronght; the future will be wrought by us.  The next cen-
tury of the Church in America will be what we make it. Tt will be
our own—the fruit of our labours. Oh, for a prophet’s eye to
glance adown the unborn years, and from now to read the story of
God’s Charch on this continent as generations a bundred years
hence may read it! Bat the prophet’s eye is not nesded. As we
will it, so shall the story be- Brothers—bishops, priests, laymen,
in what words can I tell the responsibility which weighs upon us?
—there is so much at stake for God and souls, for Church and
country ; there is so mach in dependency upon our co-operation
with the Divine action in the world. The dauty of the moment,
surely, is to understand this responsibility, and to do the fall work
which Heaven has allotted to us—for our souls to strive for justice,
and even mnto death to fight for justice. It is our own work. I
would sink deeply into ocur souls the vital trath that the
work which is to be done is our work. With us it will he
done; withont us it will not be done. And there is sorc need that
Catbolics ponder well this truth. Not in theory bat in practice,
the error obtains among them, that in matters religious man has
scarcely aught to do, the work being done by God- Do wot
imagine that I lose sight of the absolnte mecessity of the Divine
act. The teaching of faith is not forgotten, that ““onless the Lord
build the house, they labour in vain who build it.” But nolessis
it the teaching of faith that in producing results the buman must
blend with the Divine, and the absence of the one renders the other
sterile.  Too often we do not do our part; we seem to wish that
Goddoall God will not a'ter the rulings of His providence to
make up for our inaction.

There are times in the history of the Church when the reed is
that insistance be made on the superratural in the work of the
Charch. There are times when the need is that insistance be made
on the patural. Singular phenomenon of our times! In all matters

tside religion, the 1 bas unlimited play, and draws omt-for
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action its most hidden energies ; in religion it looks as if the natural
sought to extinguish itself, so as to leave the entire field to the
supernatural. There are countries where the faithful Catholics
pray, administer and receive the Sacraments, and are afraid to go a
few steps farther. I cannot name the country where they are fully
alive to their opportunities and their duties. Do American Catho-
lics put into the work of religion the sleepless energy and the
boundless heartiness that characterise them in secular affairs? As
we often are and often do, failure in religion is inevitable. God
will save His Church in all times. This He has promised. But no
promise was given as to the splendour of her reign, or as to her
permanent dwelling among a particular people. The apocalyptic
candlestick has often been moved from its place. There are bright
and there are dark lines in the Church’s history. God always did
His part ; man’s part was not always done. When saints walked
upon the earth, their pathway sparkled with rays of light from
heaven, and the surrounding atmosphere was made ablaze. What
shall be the lines in our own century of the Church’s history? God
demands that we make answer.

Let me state, as I conceive it, the great work which, in God’s
providence, the Catholics of the United States are called to do
within the coming céntury. It is twofold :—To make America
Catholic, and to solve for the Church Universal the all-absorbing
problem with which the age confronts her. I doubt if ever, since
that century the dawn of which was the glimmer from Eastern star,
there was prepared for Catholics of any nation of earth a work so
grandly noble in its nature and pregnant with such mighty conse-
quences. The conversion of America should be ever present to the
minds of Catholics in America, as a supreme duty from which God
will not hold them exempt, It is a providential nation. How
youthful, and yet how great ! How rich in glorious promise ! The
most daring elements of other lands have come hither to form a
new people—new in energy, new in spirit, new in action—-in com-
plete adaptation to the new epoch in the world’s history through
which we are living. We cannot but believe that a singular
mission is assigned to America, glorious for ourselves, and benefi-
cent to the whole race, that of bringing forth a new social and
political order, based, more than any other that has heretofore



Is 4 Houaxisep Papacy PossiBrE? 223

existed, upon the common brotherbood of man, and more than any
other securing to the multitude of the people social happiiess and
equality of rights. In our own are bound wp the hopes of the
billions of the whole earth. The Charch triumphant in America,
Catholic truth will travel on the wings of American inflsence, and
with it encircle the uni Thep time i5 cne of history’s
great epochs, when the face of the earth is changed. The world is
in throes: we are-assisting at the birth of 2 new age. The tradi-
tions of the past vanish ; new social forms arise, and new political
institutions; there are astounding discoveries of the secrets and the
powers of pature ; unwonted forces are at work I every sphere
over which man’s control may reach ; there is a revolution in the
ideas and feelings of men. Al things which may be changed will
be changed, and pothing will be to-morrow as it was yesterday,
save that which emanates directly from God, or which the Eternal
decrees to be permanent.

. The movements of the modern world have pat before us a start-
lisg question. It is none other than this: Will not the Charch, an
institation of past ages, go down with other legacies of those ages ?
‘Why shoald she alone ride triumphantly above the billows that are
sweeping all else into destraction? Is there need of the Church?
Is she not, rather, a barrier to the best ambitions and the progressive
march of hamanity? A reply isurgent. It can be giren, for the
Church is Divine, and belongs to all ages. Bat the more speedily
and the more effectively we give it, the better for Church and
sculs.

A study of the modern werld beings us to say that its leading
feature is a resolate assertion of the powers and rights of pature, as
distinguished from the revealed or supermatural order. The
Christian religion displaced in the life of mankind nineteen
hla&edyanagothere:gnofmptmxneknonashgmm
Forlongagsthcmm I was , peT g minds and
hearts, g out its infl onsu:al-n- i andb
u:lts,wmand'-dnstﬁs,themhnlorduzcﬁaginﬁﬂcst
harmony with its laws and spirit. At the opening of the sixteenth
century signs of pew times appeared on the boriron. The Renais-
sance, unconscionsly perhaps, sowed in pature the seeds of rebel-
lion. The inevitable reaction from the teachings of the reformers
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as to the total depravity of fallen nature quickened its spirit of self-
assertion, Then came the wondrous feats and discoveries of the
past hundred years, and nature was emboldened, and it proclaimed
its self-sufficiency and its independence.

The watchwords of the age are reason, education, liberty, the
material improvement of the masses. Nor are these watchwords
empty sounds. They represent solid realities, for which the age
deserves praise. Rebellious nature lays claim=to words and to
realities, as if they were its exclusive belonging, obtained not only
by its unaided self, but in spite of the supernatural. War is declared
against the Church and all revealed religion, in the name of pro-
gress, and of all forward movements; and combatants, ranged
under banners upon which descriptive words are inscribed, easily
gather to themselves popular applause. The war is between the
natural and the supernatural. The intent is to exclude Christ and
His Church from the living world ; to relegate them amid ruins
and sepulchres, as they once relegated Paganism. I need not tell
the duty of Christians. It is to maintain in the world the supremacy
of the supernatural, and save the age to the Church. = The burthen
of the strife falls to the lot of Catholics in America. The move-
ments of the modern world have their highest tension in the United
States. The natural order is here seen at its best, and here dis-
plays its fullest strength, Here, too, the Church, unhampered by
dictate of Government, or by despotic custom, can, with the freedom
of the Son of Isai [Jesse], choose its arms, and making straight for
the opposing foe, bring the contest to speedier close. The Church
to-day, as when she overthrew Pagan Rome, and won over to
grace ferocious Northmen, is the Church of Divine truth and
Divine power. Her mission is to-day, as then, to teach all nations,
to preach the Gospel to every creature, and Christ is with her,
even unto the consummation of ages. God’s arm is not shortened.
‘What can be wanting? Our own resolute will to put to profit
God’s graces and God’s opportunities, * For thy soul fight for
justice ; even unto death strive for justice, and God will overthrow
thy enemies.”

Of inestimable advantage to us is the liberty the Church enjoys
under the constitution of the Republic. No tyrant here casts
chains around her ; no concordat limits her action, or cramps her
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evergirs. She i as froe 25 the eagle wpom Alpine heights, free to
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The Republic ot s very birth gmarantosd Eberty to Catholics, 2t
ahmhmmmmwmm
outs were Ofp r ber, 2nd daring ber whole history
ﬁehsmhﬂulm-:k:;mdbagnnm This presest day,
in bow few kads, cutside owr ows, the Chaorch &5 really free. If
great things are pot dooz by Catholics in America, the faxit Bes
sorely with themselves—sot with the Republic
The wendencies and d’!he:ge,vhd::ﬁg&the
timid, are providential T g the way for =5 to
mmtghns'my m-admﬂmndm:n
woder all thor aspocts desarving of spprowal, | 2m Gr from
amerting. They asc oftcn, i oo way or amother, immoral znd
imiquitons, sad Pies IX. bas warned us that a5 they come before
=s the Church caemot be reconciled 5o them., And yet bow mach
there is in thes that s grand 208 good ! Despite its defects and
s mistskes, I bove my age. I Jove its aspinations and i rescl
1 reved in its feats of valowr, its industyies, and s discovenies. [
theak @t for its meny benciactions to my Scllowmes, to the people
wather tham to primces and rolers I seek o backward voyage
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God imtrands the preseat o be better than the past, and the foture
o be better than the preseat. We should Eve @I onr age, know
iz,be-h-&whi. There are Catholics more
, i Esrope than im America, to whom the present will
20t be koown wmeil komg afier it shall become the past.  Ozr work
i in the present and not &2 the past. It will act do 1o enderstand
the thirtcenth better them the niactesnth ceatury ; 1o be more com-
mviilhmd’hcw&--ihmd
mbdels or ics; to stwdy more deeply the
mihulﬂm.hmc&efm&m
tiom, than the czeses of the social sphesvals of oor owa times. The
world has entered into am catirely szw phase ; the past will not
retor ; reaction 5 the dream of men who see 2ot a=d bear oot ;
P
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who sit at the gates of cemeteries weeping over tombs that shall
not be re-opened, in utter oblivion of the living world back of them.
‘We should speak to our age—of things it feels and the language it
understands. We should be in it and of it, if we Should have its
ear. For the same reasons there is needed a thorough sympathy
with the country, I would have Catholics be the first patriots in
the land.

It is an intellectual age. It worships intellect. All things are
tried by the touchstone of intellect, and the ruling power, public
opinion, is formed by it. The Church will be judged by the
standard of intellect. Catholics must excel in religions knowledge.
They must be in the foreground of all intellectual movements. An
important work for Catholics in the coming century will be the
building up of schools, colleges, and seminaries ; and, what is still
more important, the lifting up of present and future institutions to
the highest degree of intellectual excellence. Only the best schools
will give the Church the men she needs. Modern, too, they must
be in curriculum and method, so that pupils emerging from their
halls will be men for the twentieth century and men for America.
In love, in reverence, in hope I salute the Catholic University of
America, whose birth—happy omen !—is coeval with the opening
of our new century. The destinies of the Church in America are
in thy keeping, school of our hopes! May heaven’s light shine
over thee, and heaven’s love guard thee ! I do not forget the vast
importance for the Church of Catholic literature and of the Catholic
press. They, too, are schools, and schools not only for the days of
youth, but for the entire time of life, and they deserve, and should
obtain, our warmest enconragement.

The strength of the Church to-day in all countries, particularly
in America, is the people. This is essentially the age of demo-
cracy. The days of princes and of feudal lords are gone 3 monarchs
hold their thrones to execute the will of the people. Woe to re-
ligion where this fact is not understood !  He who holds the masses
reigns. The masses are held by their intellect and their heart.
No power controls them, save that which touches their own free
souls. We have a dreadful lesson to learn from certain European
countries, in which, from weight of tradition, the Church clings to
thrones and classes, and loses her grasp upon the people. Let us
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preached to them,”” The Church in her whole past history grappled
with every social problem that came in her way and solved it.
‘What has come over us that we shun the work which is essentially
ours? These are days of warfare, days ofaction. It s not the age
of the timid and fugitive virtue of the Thebaid. Into the arena,
priest and layman ! Seek out social grievances ; lead in movements
to heal them. Peep mercifully into factories, at etiolated youth and
infancy. Breathe fresh air into the crowded tenement quarters of
the poor. Follow upon the streets the crowds of vagrant children,
Lessen on railways and in public service Sunday work, which
renders for thousands the practice of religion impossible. Cry
out against the fearful evil of intemperance, which is damning
hourly the bodies and souls of countless victims, ¢ This is
religion pure and undefiled.” This will secure the age to God’s
Church.

What I have heretofore said applies to all—to priests, who as
leaders must be first in act as well as in command, and also, in
greater part at least, to laymen.  But lest I be misunderstood in a
matter of such importance, I now make to laymen a special and
emphatic appeal. Priests are officers ; you are soldiers. There is
on the part of Catholic laymen too much leaning upon priests, If
priests work, laymen imagine they can rest. In Protestantism,
where there is no firm, constituted ministerial organisation, the
layman feels more his responsibility, and there is often witnessed
strong lay action. In America in the present age lay action is par-
ticularly needed for the Church. Laymen have in this age a special
vocation, My words have borne on the exterior life of Catholics.
This point I desire to emphasise. I am speaking to men of action,
to soldiers, whom I would arouse to deeds of highest valour. God
forbid that I forget the needs of interior Christian life. Without
this, we are at best but sounding brass and tinkling cymbals, and
however much we may plant and water, God will not give the
growth. Nor do I forget that, however much I desire you to do for
others, your first and all-important duty is to yourselves, to save
your own souls. And now, brethren, the new century opens. We
remit it into the hands of Almighty God. Oh, God, bless and
guard in special love Thy holy Church, Bless and guard the Re-
public of the United States.
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CHAPTER XIV.
THE NEXT POPE—INTERVIEW WITH CARDINAL PAROCCHL

THE accession of Pius the Ninth was predicted by a
famous prophetess, known as Rosa Columba of Taggia,
a little village in the Riviera, just before you reach Ven-
timiglia, on the frontier between France and Italy. But
no prophetess or prophet has named the successor of
Leo. The good woman of Taggia, however, has left a
prophecy behind her which still remains to be fulfilled.
She died in 1837. When Cardinal Manning first visited
Ttaly in 1848 he was told of her prophecies, which events
almost iﬁumediately began to fulfil. Among other pre-
dictions, this simple villager is said to have foretold that
Louis Philippe would lose his throne and die in exile;
that Charles Albert would be driven from his kingdom
and die in exile; that the Pope Pius would be driven
from Rome, but would be restored by Napoleon. Silly
woman !” cried those to whom she repeated the vision.
“Napoleon is dead.” Events, however, vindicated her
prediction to the letter. Rosa Columba further prophe-
sied that there would be a war between Austria and
Sardinia, in which the latter would be defeated, and
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votes in the present College, so I was told; and if so,
his election is a foregone conclusion. There are only
sixty Cardinals at present, and not more than fifty
could attend the Conclave. If Cardinal Parocchi can
command forty votes, he will be elected. But, for
my own part, I reserve judgment. Nothing is more
uncertain than the voting in the Conclave, and I
will believe that Cardinal Parocchi will be the next Pope
when I hear of his election.

But although the result may falsify calculations, the
fact that common report points him out with such
unanimity as the probable successor of Leo XIII. shows
that Cardinal Parocchi is one of the most conspicuous
personalities in the Roman Curia. Cardinal Parocchi is
Vicar-General of Rome, and as such he holds his Court
for the Pope in spiritual matters concerning the diocese
of Rome at No. 70 Via della Scrofa. He is a Cardinal
with a history. When he was appointed Bishop of
Bologna, he was refused his exeguatur by the Italian
Government ; so that, although he was duly appointed
Bishop by the Pope, he could not draw the emoluments
of the See. The refusal of the Italian Government to
allow him to be legally instituted at Bologna was really
due to a faction in the city, which intrigned against
Cardinal Parocchi, and created sufficient ill-blood against
him to lead to this somewhat exceptional step on the
part of the Government of the Quirinal. No exeguatur,
however, being required for the assumption of the duties
of Vicar-General in Rome, Cardinal Parocchi was, after a
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time, transferred to his present responsible post, bring-
ing with him a reputation, perhaps unjustly acquired, of
being a cordial enemy to the Italian kingdom. So
thoronghly established is that reputation, that he is
popularly regarded as a black of the blacks, the most
intransigente of all the clericals, and the most reactionary
in all questions which are at present in dispute between
the Quirical and the Vatican. A rector of one of the
English-speaking colleges assured me that this was a
mistake—that Cardinal Parocchi had a shrewd head
upon his shoulders, full of practical common sense ; that
he was a very Opportunist for arranging things in order
to attain a practical end, and that no mistake could be
greater than to regard him as the fanatic of reaction.
After passing through various antechambers, almost
as if you were entering into the presence of a Sovereign
Prince, we were ushered into a large receptionroom,
where, at the end of a long table, with a crucifix and a
picture of the Madonna and Child immediately before
him, sat the Vicar-General of Rome. The light was
curiously arranged, so that it fell full on the face of his
visitors, while his own features remained in the shade.
But be was evidently a man of considerable determina-
tion, and in the full vigour of life, with a mind active
and alert, looking out from beady black eyes under
bushy brows. He has a jaw also of immense power.
His address was pleasing. He said that he occasionally
read the Pall Mall Gasetts, and inquired, as most people
do, how its name was pronounced—whether as Pawl
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Mawl or Pell Mell, After explaining that the a is pro-
nounced as though it were ¢, I said I was very glad to
have the” opportunity of meeting him, inasmuch as his
position as Vicar-General caused him to be conspicuous
above all the rest of the Roman Cardinals. This he
modestly disclaimed, declaring it to be much exaggerated,
and adding that we deceived ourselves greatly in Eng-
land if we accorded him any such pre-eminence. I
went on to say that the fact that he did occupy such a
position filled us with the more grief, because we under-
stood that it was also reported that he was, of all the
Cardinals, the most opposed to English ideas. He did
not readily catch my meaning, and thought that I meant
he was non-friendly to England.

Speaking with great animation and considerable
oratorical force and point, he exclaimed, *Hostile to
England! There is no country that is so near my
heart. Is it not because of my devotion to England
that I venerate so much the memory of Gregory the
Great, for it was to him that we owe the conversion of -
that country? But,” said he, “although I love England,
I do not love oppression, I do not love injustice ; and I
must say that in your dealings with Ireland you have
been guilty of both.”

“You preach to the converted,” I replied ; ‘“so far
as Ireland is concerned, you can say nothing too hard
about England’s action in that country. But I was not
speaking of England’s power but of English ideas.”

¢¢ English ideas,” said he; ¢ English ideas? What are
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English ideas? Surely they are those which £ill me with
admiration ;—the positive spirit of your countrymeén,
their practical capacity, their energy, all that is distinc-
tively English, I specially esteem. I read Shakespeare
and Jobn Milton and John Dryden, those great and
glorious classics of your tongue,and I am filled with
admiration at the character, the national character,
which is reflected in such works, and which they have
helped to mould.”

“Ah, I see,” said I, “you do not understand. By
¢ English ideas’ I mean distinctly the modern idea. The
idea of liberty, of progress, and of popular govern-
ment.”

“Ah!” said he, “I am against destruction, that is
une-”

“ But you would approve of destroying that which was
evil?”

% True; but I would hold fast to that which is good.
But in England you do more than that I think that the
English are in many respects a very conservative nation,
much more conservative than I am myself There are
many things in England which you preserve which, if I
were in your place, I would entirely change.”

““What, for instance?”

“ Take one case—the condition of your law. I would
codify your law, so that every man would know what the
law of his country was. England refuses to do so, and
preserves a jungle of precedents and a labyrinth of cases
which render it impossible for the ordinary man to know
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the law of the land which he is bound to obey. That is
one thing in which England is much more conservative
than I.”

“You have selected a strong instance,” I said. “I
am delighted to hear you speak in such a way. It
encourages me to hope that you will not regard with
distaste the development which seers to me probable in
the future—namely, the transference of the Holy See
from Rome to London.”

“Ah!” said he, *that is a great question. It is a
great question ; but it is a question for the future.”

“Yes,” I replied; “but it may become practical at
any moment. Your religious orders have been driven
from almost every Latin country. They take refuge
with the English-speaking nations. As the religious
orders have had to seek a refuge with us, so it seems to
me will the Pope.”

“It may be so,” said he; ‘it may be so. As an
Italian, I should be heartbroken at the thought of the
Holy See leaving my native country ; but if in the pro-
vidence of God the Holy Father should be driven forth
to a foreign land, there is no country to whose hospitality
and to whose respect for religion I would go more gladly
than to England. Yes,” said he, meditatively, “yes,
you have shown the world an example. I am constantly
repeating ¢ Liberty as in London and as in New York,’
¢ Liberty as in London and as in New York ’—that is
my watchword.”

Naturally, I expressed my gratification at hearing so
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emphatic a sentiment from the lips of him whom I had
been instructed to expect as the blackest of blacks, and
the most utterly hopeless of all the clerical reactionaries.
“To turn to another subject,” said I, “1 believe you are
the only Cardinal who has ever been a journalist? »

“A journalist?” he replied. “No, that I cannot
say.”

““ But did you edit some journal at Bologna?~

“No,” said he, “not a journal, but a2 magazine, which
appeared periodically, which was devoted to literature,
philosophy, and such subjects, and not to news.”

“1 regret this, for I thought that, as a journalist,
you would sympathize with what I have been saying at
the Vatican concerning its neglect of the press.”

“] am delighted to hear it,” said he. “I am
delighted to hear that you have been speaking at the
Vatican on that subject. I hope you will ary aloud and
Iift up your voice; you cannot speak too loudly about
it. I have screamed myself hoarse on the subject. It
is most important.”

“My idea was,” I explained, “that a good deal
might be done short of the establishment of an organ of
the Vatican——"

“Bat that also bas been contemplated,” he inter-
rupted. A short time ago we had arrangements almost
completed for the publication of a great international
journal at Rome, which was to have been tetraglot—
that is, to have been published in four languages,
Italian, French, English, German—a journal whose
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function would have been to have disseminated the
truth, and to have defended the Holy See against its
enemies, and still more against its friends, who are much
the more dangerous.”

““Then the scheme has been abandoned ?”

“ Postponed, rather. It was thought well that at
present we should preserve an attitude of reserve and
quiescence. It would require, of course, a great capital,
and for the moment the scheme has been adjourned.”

Tt seems to me that, pending the establishment of
such a great journal, it would be well to establish, both
in the interests of the Vatican and of the journalists of
the world, a bureau which could communicate every
week or oftener, as the case might be, authentic informa-
tion, which at the present moment lies unused in the
pigeon-holes of the Vatican.”

“ An excellent idea, and I hope that you will do all
you can to convince them of the importance of carrying
it out.”

“Now,” said I, coming on to delicate ground,
“might I ask what is your view as to the Temporal
Power? Report says that you are so devoted to the
sovereignty of the Pope that you would even sanction 2
war for its restoration.”

He drew back. “Upon that subject, I hope you
will allow me to preserve my opinions in the recesses of
my breast. But I.may say that it is not a practical
question.  There is no question of a war for the
re-establishment of the Temporal Power. The only
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war to which I am committed, and' on which I would
concentrate all the energies of the Church, is the war
against vice, against crime, against ignorance. These
are the foes against which we would contend. _ That is
the only war of which I approve.”

“Now,” said 1, (there is one last question on which
1 should like to ask your opinion. ‘That is, concerning
the position of woman.”
*" He brightened up instantly and exclaimed, “ I often
say that there is no room for respect where there is no
liberty for action. Nobody can be said to respect
woman who does not leave her free to act.”

# An admirable saying,” said I, “ which I am rejoiced
to hear from your Lips.”

““ Why should you be surprised?” said he. “Is it
not entirely in accordance with the genius, with the
fandamental principles of the Catholic Church?”™
Pointing to the picture of the Madonna in front of him,
he continued, “There is Our Lady, whom we place at the
summit of all creatures ; and throughout, the whole organi-
zation is the same Everywhere the importance of
women is recognised from the highest down to the
lowest. Look at our great religious orders, which have
been founded by women, are managed and controlled
by women. Their superiors have in all things the same
rights, positions, and authorities as in the religious
orders founded by men. After all, what is it that
-woman wants? She wants a career. She requires
opportunities in which to develop and employ all her

>
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faculties, all her capacities. As for the question of
woman suffrage, that is a mere detail. If| in the modern
state, it is necessary for woman to possess the fran-
chise, in order to enable her to develop all her
faculties and to achieve a career, then fax: be it from me
to oppose woman suffrage. There are no figures in
history which command my admiration more than the
great heroines who from time to time have arisen to
direct and control the affairs of nations. There was
Joan of Arc in France, there was Isabel of Castille,
and” —with a roguish twinkle in his eye— “there
was your own Elizabeth of England, who, notwith-
standing her red hair and her numerous little faux
pas, was greatly admired by Sixtus the Fifth. Who
would not wish that there should be more such
‘women, capable of playing a great réle in the affairs of
the world? Ah, who would not prefer to be governed
by a wise and courageous woman than by a weak,
foolish man?”

By this time I had heard all that I could possibly
hope to obtain from Cardinal Parocchi, and as the ante-
chamber was full of people waiting for an audience, I
took my leave,
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CHAPTER XV.
WHAT WE MAY HOPE FROM ROME.

I sow proceed to summarise as succinctly 2s I can the
substance of what I was told in the Vatican by the
representatives of the policy of the Papacy.

L. The Temporal Power—On this subject T was
officizlly authorised to declare, in the most anthoritative
manner possible, that the Pope is utterly and absolutely
opposed to any attack being made upon Italy for the
purpose of restoring his Temporal Power by force of
arms I am assured on the highest authority that, so far
from the pamphlet, “The Truth about the Roman
Question,” being an official or officious or anthentic
exponent of the views of the Pope on this subject, the
Holy Father repudiates in the strongest possible terms
the indiscreet and criminal declaration that every good
Catholic would appland any power which attacked Italy
to restore the Temporal Power. The Pope desires
peace. He would regard any appeal to the sword o
his behalf as a crime.  So long as there is any kind of
order kept in Rome, the Holy Father will energetically
oppose any and every proposal to use armed force to



242 THE PorE AND THE NEW ERa.

re-establish his kingdom. He would ra'ther remain a
prisoner in the Vatican till he died than that one sword
should be unsheathed to restore his Temporal Power.
Nothing could be more explicit than the terms used to
authorise me to declare publicly, in the name of the
Pope, that his Holiness regards all those who, in speech
or in print, advocate war against Italy for his sake as the
enemies of the Holy See, who are acting in diametrical
opposition to his solemnly proclaimed will—of which let
all bellicose French priests and journalists take due
note. They are the enemies of the Pope, and are so
regarded by the Holy Father himself, if in word or deed
they incite to any attack upon the Italian kingdom for
the sake of re-establishing his Temporal Sovereignty.
So far as explicit and authoritative declarations go,
nothing could possibly be more satisfactory in the
interests of the general peace than the assurances I
received in the Vatican.

I1. The Future Seat of the Holy See.—When, some
months ago, I declared that if the Catholic Church
were to wield the ascendency in the New Era that it
exerted in the old, it would have to shift its capital
westward to English-speaking lands, it was regarded as
a somewhat daring flight of fancy. I do not regard it
in that light to-day. Nothing, of course, has been
decided upon. The Pope will not quit Rome as long
as he can cling to the Vatican. But I was assured
most categorically that if he were, by Divine providence,
forced to flee for his life from the See of St. Peter, he
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would confidently count upon receiving a hospitable
welcome under the British flag. If he left Rome, the
jealousies of the Catholic nations are so great that he
would be almost necessarily driven to find shelter in
a Protestant State. At present the talk is all of Malta,
where Sir J. Lintorn Simmons, it is believed, has sug-
gested that the Pope might find a retreat. But Malta is
not conveniently accessible, and after Malta there is
no place like London. The religious orders, driven
from one Latin nation after another, have taken refuge in
England. If the Pope should be driven from Italy,
he will find his Axignon on the banks of the Thames.
1IL.—Home Rule and Redistribution.—The Pope has
partially learnt the need of Home Rule, and the danger
of autocratic centralisation, from the disappointments
which his attempts to dictate to the Catholics of Ireland
and of Germany have brought upon him in the last
few years. It is understood that he will not again
take any action in Irish politics without consulting the
Irish bishops, both those who are in Ireland and those
who are beyond the sea. The more the Pope deals in
realities of everyday life, the more he will be compelled
to defer to the men on the spot who know these facts.
Centralisation of the old style is only possible in things
celestial and invisible. In things terrestrial, where the
laws of arithmetic and dynamics hold good, he can take
no liberties with impunity; and he must therefore de-
velop the precedent set by his Irish resolution, and allow
greater latitude, and accord greater responsibility to his
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representatives, who are face to face with the practical
realities of the question at issue. The desire of the
Irish for the appointment of a duly accredited elected
Irish representative at the Vatican, who should never
be more than six months out of Ireland at a time,
without whom no action should be taken in Irish
matters, was regarded as inadmissible. The need
for increasing the representation of other nations in the
Sacred College was frankly admitted; but so long as the
Holy See is domiciled in Italy, the over-representation
of the Italians will not be seriously impaired. If an in-
creasing number of non-Italian ecclesiastics enter for the
career of administrators in the Church, the process will
go on at an accelerated rate. At present the Pope, with
the best will in the world, would find a difficulty in find-
ing men outside Italy, competent for learning and educa-
tion, to fill the posts which are at present monopolised
by Italians. ¢

IV.— Z%e Utilisation of the Press.—Herein I think I
see light. The Pope has not yet organized a Corres-
pondence Bureau of the Vatican, which would supply the
newspapers of the world with a polyglot correspondence.
But already a beginning has been made, unofficially, it
is true, but still a beginning, and I am not without hopes
that journalism and the Church may before long be in
closer relationship. The salary paid to a single super-
numerary canon of St. Peter’s, who does nothing but
sing his breviary—no one listening—would suffice to lay
on into every newspaper office in Christendom a weekly
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sheet of the news and the views of the Vatican. Nor is
it only in this direction that we may expect Rome to
move. Her own clergy need the stimulus of the weekly
paper direct from headquarters. For 4,000 per
annum 10,000 copies of a four-page daily paper can be
printed and delivered by post six days a week in every
part of Italy. For the purpose of keeping the opinions
of the Holy Father constantly before his faithful priests
and laymen, it is simply incredible that so cheap and
effective a means of education and of propaganda should
have been so scandalously neglected. If once the Holy
See begins to use the Press in earnest, with its agents in
every village and its bookstall in every Church, the cir-
culation of the Pefit Journal itself would be nowhere
compared with the millions of copies of the sheet
which would issue from the presses of the Pope. Less
incense and more newspapers, fewer masses and more
leading articles, and at least one live editor for every
half-dozen cardinals—on those lines much may be
done.

V. Zke Social Question.—On this question there is no
doubt that the Pope means business. He is, of course,
very far from making common cause with the violent
revolutionaries, whether Anarchists or Collectivists, who
arrogate to themselves the exclusive right to the title of
Socialists. But he is aiming more or less unconsciously
at establishing the Holy See as the headquarters of a
new International. He is vigorously pushing on the
organization of industrial circles, a kind of Catholic
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trades’ union, in France, Spain, and Belgium, and all
these circles or labour unions are more or less closely
affiliated to Rome. If the programme of the recent
Socialist congresses in Paris is compared with the pro-
gramme of the Pope, there is sufficient resemblance to
strike the most casual observer. The Pope is for
developing and extending the principle of factory legis-
lation, so as to secure for childhood exemption from
labour and liberty to learn. The Pope is for securing
for the workman one rest day in seven. The Pope is
for shortening the hours of labour. I was very curious
to know whether the Pope meant to do anything
more than emit counsels of perfection on these subjects.
I think if encouraged he will not stop there. He sent
Cardinal Lavigerie round Europe to revive the new
crusade against the slave trade in Africa. It is quite on
the cards that he may send another Cardinal round the
world, preaching a still more popular crusade against
hours of labour which leave the workman no time to live.
Take the question of the six days’ working week. They
told me that on this subject the Pope is extremely eager.
I asked whether his eagerness would carry him far
enough to summon an International Conference’ on the
subject. I was assured that there was no conference which
the Pope would be more delighted to summon, and if he
were well enough, he would gladly preside over such an
assembly, to which he would eagerly invite representa-
tives of all Protestant sects and atheistic and revolution-
ary societies, so long as they would agree to co-opetate
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in obtaining the great boon of one day’s rest in seven.
When that coaference mects, I hope I may be there
Even the Moderator of the Free Kirk would admit that
when he was doing such work, the stoutest Presbyterian
might well follow the lead of the Pope of Rome  The
Pope cannot send delegates to congresses representing
zovernments.  Difficuiies would arise with Iaaly. But
be will watch the proceedings of the Congress at Berne,
and if be sees a chance of stniking in to realise the pro-
gramme which is here amrived at, he willi not It the
opportunity slip. We may also expect him to encourage
his dergy everywhere to favour the adoption of Cousts of
Condliztion and of Arbitration, 2s a means of setling
trade disputes. Upon the wider question of capital,
land ownership, and the other issues which go down
deep, 1 can only add that the Pope’s devotion to Thomas
Aquiras may well encoerage the more advanced school
to regard the Holy Father a5 in a hopeful condiion
That, however, 1s not practical for the momens; and it is
of more importance to know that if the Holy See can
give eifect to the volition of its chief, all the mighty army
of Catholic priests will emulate cach in his own sphere
the good work of Cardinal Manning and Archbishop
Waish.

V1. /nternational Arditrafion.—There is a growing
fecling on the part of the Catholics that the Pope
ought to be Chicf Justice of Christendom. Nothing
was more touching than the prayer of the Fremch
peasants 2nd labourers to the Chief Pastwor to interpose
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to free the toiler from the crushing burden of the armed
peace. In Spain, also, of late there has been the
manifestation of a similar desire, and in this respect the
laity but reflect the aspiration of their spiritual chief,
Ever since he succeeded in composing the disputes
between Germany and Spain about the Caroline Islands,
he has been haunted by a pious ambition to com-
pose all other national disputes in the same fashion.
Now that Mr. Henry Richard is dead, nothing would
surprise me less than to see his place taken by some
eloquent friar. Here also, if the Pope could have his
way, the Catholic vote would be cast solid in favour
of international arbitration. This may not be the
way of peace; but it indicates an anxiety to seek
peace and ensure it, which I note with gratitude.

VIL. The Emancipation of Woman.—It was on this
point that I had most misgivings, and on this point that
I left Rome most reassured. The Pope has certainly
not yet declared for woman’s suffrage. But many of
his best advisers find the demand just and logical. And
this on two grounds. First, the obvious fact that woman
in Europe is the sole hope of the Church. To enfran-
chise woman would place the Freethinker everywhere in
a minority. Secondly, apart from this self-interested
view, the Holy See is logically driven to demand the
enfranchisement of woman. The Catholic Church has
always protested against the intrusion of the State in the
question of education. The responsibility rested with
the parents, with the mother equally with the father. So
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it was in other matters, such 2s child laboar, the nursing
of the sick, sanitation, poor relief, etc, etc. In all these
mattess the State has encroached upon the family. The
rights usurped by the State were originally exercsed by
the hosbend and the wife. They were now solely in the
hands of the State, which is menopolised by the male
Hence 2s a2 pis alier, to restore to the woman her
original share in the management of the home and the
governance of her childrea is an obviows duty, upon
which I ventare to kope the Church will not fzil to
insist For momlity and religion, the woman's vote is
allimpostant.  The Pope, in his address to the French
pilgrims, spoke of the fuwblesse ef la mission fowi:
domestigue of woman, a phrase which may be inter-
preted as going counter to the aspirations of woman for
a free carcer. The Pope, however, bas to speak for all
Christendom; and in great parts of Christendom, to
msist upon the swission foate domestique of woman is to
point to an ideal which few have realised. The degrada-
tion of woman to a beast of burden, who does all the
heavy work while mzn huants, or smokes, or goes on
the war-trail, is not yet entirely worked out in many
parts of Europe. At the same time, the reaction
against this brutality may easily go too far; and
there is always the danger lest, in legislating against
the homest labour of women, you drive them to
means of livelihood ménitely more revolting and
Cegrading.

In concleding this brief and cursory sarvey of ore of
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the widest and most interesting of human problems, I
must say that I end my task in a more hopeful spirit
than when I began. I have not felt in the least the
fascination of Rome. Never was I less inclined to
join the Papal Church than when I stood beneath the
dome of St. Peter’s. The great organization at the
centre of which I stood filled me with no sense of its
supernatural wisdom or of its superhuman weight. On
the contrary, the chief conviction which was borne in
upon my mind, on looking at the Papacy more closely,
was a sorrowful sense of the lamentable chasm which
had yawned between the Church and the vital realities
of modern life. It is time the Church came down to
earth again, and saw that even in order to save souls from
hell it is well to take more pains about getting the will of
God done now and here on earth as itis in heaven. There
is nothing like a vivifying contact with solid facts and the
immutable laws which govern our visible life to indoc-
trinate the Church with the scientific spirit, to enable
it to slough its abuses and to bring its quaint ana-
chronisms up to the time of day. There are many
things I do not like about the Church. There are many
of the dogmas that scem to be utterly incredible; its
exaggeration of the virtues of celibacy is simply
lamentable ; and if it were strong enough it would pro-
bably deem it necessary to burn me at the stake as it
burned Giordano Bruno. But it is necessary to be
charitable even to those who would roast you, and
tolerant of those who are intolerant of you. And no
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amount of prejudice can prevent my seeing that there
is great good in the Church, and that there are possi-
bilities in it of much greater good than any which it
has yet realised. The problem is how best to develop
the good and eliminate the bad. Surely the solution is
not difficult. How can you drive out the darkness
better than by letting in the light? How can you keep
the unfruitful works of empty ceremonial and idie
services from encroaching upon the time and the minds
of the faithful than by cultivating the fruitful works of
philanthropy?

When I left Rome night had fallen over the Cam-
pagna, but the summer lightning was playing in splen-
dour over the summits of the Alban Hills. It was
brilliantly beautiful. The wholewestern sky was lit up
with the lambent flame, which leaped from peak to peak
of the silent hills, as if the ghosts of the old volcanoes
were revisiting the craters from whence the fiery lava
had long ages since rolled hissing toward the sea. But
no thunder followed the lightning ; it was but a splendid
display of celestial pyrotechny, which enabled me to gain
another glimpse of the wooded hill behind whose pre-
cipitous slope slept the ccol and Limpid waters of the
Alban Lake. It seemed no inapt vision writ in fiery
characters across the darkening sky of the present con-
dition of the Catholic Church. Her anathemas are but
as summer lightning, compared with those dread bolts
which hissed and flamed from the Pontiffs who climbed
on Peter’s chair to wield Jove’s thunder.. Bat although
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the volcano has long been extinct, deep in the
heart of the mighty crater there lies, like the waters of
the Alban Lake, a great store of Christian love and
human sympathy, which may yet be made available for
quenching the thirst of the world. The old aqueducts
are almost as badly broken as those which once brought
water to Rome; but the water is there, and the aque-
ducts may be repaired. Is it not worth while to try?
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